obh mail
Friday 14th June 2019: Issue No. 30

Follow us on Twitter @OBHSchool, Facebook & Instagram

That was the week that was!

Old Buckenham Hall
Brettenham, Suffolk, IP7 7PH

| t: 01449 740252 | e: admissions@obh.co.uk

www.obh.co.uk

obh mail
Headmaster’s blog…..

Dear Parents,
Last weekend was a fantastic example of all that we offer. A camp out, a concert, stand out guides at
Open Day, parent tennis and golf. It was a lovely weekend and I hope those who took part enjoyed it as
much as I did. It is only a shame that the glorious weather of last summer is not yet being repeated.
This week started with a downpour that even our hardy Year 8 struggled with on the OBE Gold
Expedition. Nonetheless they survived to tell the tale and will reflect on a character building experience!
It has been an important week for Year 8 with Common Entrance results flooding in. This afternoon it has
been my pleasure to congratulate every single one of them for successfully passing CE and gaining access
to their first choice senior school. With thirteen scholarships this year in the fields of Academia, Sport, Art
and DT which, according to our honours boards, is amongst the most in our history, it has been a hugely
successful year. I send my warm congratulations to all children and their families and the teachers. I am
sure there will be plenty of celebrations this weekend!
We have at last gained planning permission for the small packet of land on the periphery of the site.
Although there remains the possibility of an appeal to over-turn this decision, we are now confident that
we can move ahead with our plans to develop the school. Our Chairman, Nick Bullen, will say more about
this at Speech Day.
Please do visit our new website www.obh.co.uk It goes live today and includes new features such as a
calendar that you can subscribe to. We will still send the printed versions home but this will be more
intuitive. We are aware that there are a few minor amendments and updates still to be made and the
site will be refined in the days to come. I am also pleased to say that ‘OBH Voices’ is proving popular so
far. We peaked at number 942 on the Amazon sales chart this week. Hopefully, we can improve on that in
due course.
Lastly, please do read our exciting plans for next year’s boarding and weekend provision.
I wish all a sunny and restful weekend.
Best wishes,

David
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Matters of the Moment
Uniform

End of Year Gifts
Although it is not expected, some parents

Mrs Griffiths would like to thank all the parents who gave up their and children are very kind to bring in gifts
at the end of term.
time to discuss our school uniform and have helped to make
suggestions on how we might improve it.
Please may we remind parents that we
are a nut free school and so any edible
items must not contain nuts.

I would like to confirm to all parents that our uniform remains unchanged for this September and that any recommendations will be
decided upon in the Michaelmas term and will then be phased in With many thanks
for September 2020.
For those parents who may be heading to Coes for uniform over
the summer, please find attached a voucher from Coes.
Becky Griffiths

Music Notes
ABRSM Exams
This term’s ABRSM exam date is Monday 24th June. That is ten
days away! I hope all the candidates have been practising hard,
but now is the time for that last-minute brush-up on the pieces
and scales, ready for the big day. Good luck to all of you, and to
those children taking their Grade 5 theory tomorrow.

Beach Ball
Year 5 & 6 Concert
Following on from the success of our new Year 3 and 4 concert
series, we are going to have our first Year 5 and 6 concert in the
Old Gym on Thursday 20th June at 4.30pm. Many soloists will be
taking part, and there will be a grand finale with all the children
performing together.

There are still a couple of tables of 10
available for the Beach Ball on Saturday
29th June. The tickets are £65.00 each
and if you would like to book a table or
If your child learns a musical instrument or has singing lessons out- would like further information please call
Jo Riddleston. The deadline for booking a
side school, they are very welcome to perform solos in our
table is Friday 21st June. It promises to
concert. Please drop Mr. Roberts an e-mail
be a really fun evening and will make up
(keith.roberts@obh.co.uk) if your son and daughter is in this posifor the distinct lack of sun we have had
tion, and would like to take part.
recently!

And talking of concerts …...
Please see the attached letter regarding the details for the
exciting Marquee Jamboree on Thursday 4th July…… it promises
to be a brilliant, fun evening.
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What has been happening in Stable Yard…
A rather wet and soggy week but this has certainly not
dampened our spirits.
Year 3 have been working hard on our Greek myths and Mrs Lee
and Mrs Warren are incredibly impressed with the range of
creative ideas from all the children. They have really embraced
this challenge and it is the culmination of a fantastic summer
term of Greek Myths. The stories will be on display in the coming
days. In maths, we have been focusing on coordinates and we
had great fun designing a map and plotting the coordinates for
the characters from Wind in the Willows. They have carried out
some interesting research on different rivers around the world
and have accessed information from different websites. This
research skill is a vital part of our ICT curriculum and the
children’s competency and their ability to filter information is
most impressive.
We welcomed Year 2 for some fun maths activities this week.
The teachers were so impressed with the children’s problemsolving and discussion skills. It was a real treat to see the children
working together so beautifully and there were some excellent
maths skills on display. Mrs Rice and Mrs Lee look forward to
welcoming the Year 2 children for their moving up morning on
Friday 21st June.
Rehearsals for our forthcoming
production of Wind in the Willows
continue to be busy and productive.
The children are becoming more
confident with the songs and the
children are acting with great gusto.
There will be a list of props and
costume requirements sent out shortly.
We welcomed Rufus in 4SG
and Olly in 3GG this week. I
hope they both enjoyed
their day with us. And… we
all thoroughly enjoyed the
Dance Assembly this
morning with the Under
Niners and Pre-Prep.
Fingers crossed that the weather improves over the weekend.
Mrs Warren, Mrs Lee, Mrs Powell, Mr Gillott and Mr Pascalides
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The Year 4 camp out
Last week ended with a very upbeat group of Year 4 children and
staff pitching tents in the drizzle ready for our annual Year 4 camp
out. Once the tents were pitched and our kit stored safely in the
Britten Hall, the children were ready to relax. Burgers and pulled
pork were on the menu and our meal was finished with a Smarties
ice cream. After supper, many games of Danish Long Ball were
played, and the children and staff really got into the spirit. Brave
runs were made towards the safe zone, but many were caught out
by clever passing. We then caught our breath and settled down
around the campfire. Requests for Man Hunt came thick and fast
and we headed out to the Big Woods. Here we were protected from
the rain by a thick canopy of trees and the children rushed off in all
directions hiding themselves amongst the bushes and trees. It is
clear to see why Mr Drake’s game of Man Hunt is always a firm
favourite and enormous fun was had by all.
We then headed back to the warmth of the campfire
for toasting marshmallows and storytelling.
Mr Gillott’s story time was legendary and told of
Lady Florence’s ghost. After the final story was told,
it was time for bed. The rain started again but by that
stage, they were all zipped in and managed to stay
warm and dry. The children stayed in their tents until
morning as promised and we all helped out with
packing up tents and possessions, headed inside for a
tasty breakfast with parents arriving to pick up on
cue.
Despite the rather soggy conditions, this was one of the best camp
outs of my time at OBH and the children were fantastic. They can
look forward to the Year 5 camp out where they will be required to
be even more independent. Many thanks to Mr Drake, Mr Gillott
and Mr Pascalides for all your help with making this evening such a
success.
Mrs Warren
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OBE Gold NCFE Level 1 Award
WET, WET, WET, was not just a famous band in the 1980’s it was
also the theme for our OBE\Gold adventure earlier this week.
Keeping a very close eye on the forecast in the days leading up to
the expedition, we realised that a Plan B was needed, but this would
not deter us from running the trip and the staff and children were
keen to get the children moving on Monday. Kit and medical checks
done and in driving rain, we left the sanctuary of OBH to the relative
quiet of Whitshaw Woods, Hawstead. Despite a thick canopy of
trees, the rain penetrated for a few hours before finally relenting
after lunch. The children worked tirelessly, building the shelters they
needed to survive the night. As we entered the late afternoon session, they covered knife safety, knife law, water purification, fire
lighting and the countryside code. Spirits were high as no rain fell,
the fire was going, and the smell of hot food wafted through the
camp. It was not until 11.30 pm that the heavens opened and what
could only be described as a deluge of water fell out of the sky,
leaving us in no doubt that Plan B had to be triggered. So with some
lively running about to get the children sorted, we de-camped to the
Brown’s barn which had been on stand by for the children to get
under cover.
Although they did not manage to spend the whole night out, they
should be commended for their efforts throughout. It would have
taught them valuable lessons about their kit, what they really need
and what they do not, their positive attitude and more importantly
how to react when things do not go according to plan. This is what
the OBE’s is all about, planning, preparation, reacting to situations
and working with each other. Some will remember the experience
with a smile on their face, some will just remember the relentless
rain, I will, however, remember that this was exactly the experience
the children needed to find out who they are, and what they are
capable of.
My thanks go to Mr and Mrs Brown for their continued support and
kindness in always offering a Plan B, which I hope that we do not
have to use on too many occasions, and of course the staff that
continue to embark on these adventures with me. Long may it
continue!
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Lavenham VOX

Leavers’ Night Out

A series of concerts are held in Lavenham Church during Saturday
lunchtimes in the summer months, and last Saturday thirteen of our
talented musicians were privileged to be asked to give a recital.
Our programme opened with the senior string ensemble, Fenella,
Scarlett, Evalina, Sergey and Ella, performing excerpts from the Four
Seasons by Vivaldi and concluded with them playing Pachelbel’s
Canon. In between there were solos from five singers, Helena and
Ilyssa sang folk songs - The Sunflower and The Water is Wide,
Jemima and Nolly sang songs by Andrew Lloyd Webber – Memory
and Tell me on a Sunday, and Cecilia sang Over the Rainbow with
Ilyssa accompanying on the cello. These items were interspersed
with Lily playing Tchaikovsky's Dance of the Mirlitons on the flute;
Fenella playing Bohm’s Sarabande on the violin; Sergey giving us
Chopin's Mazurka in A flat on the piano; and three of our Year 8
pupils, Evalina, Scarlett and Austin sang a trio arrangement of The
Rose by Amanda McBroom.
Everyone performed to a very high standard and were a credit to
their teachers. There were little signs of nerves considering the
importance of the occasion, but the audience were very
appreciative.
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Boarding News this week….
The weekend was bright and breezy and
the children followed suit. Burgers were
created and all sorts of spices were mixed
and blended together before the cooking
commenced. Salad and buns accompanied
the burgers and all were consumed with
great delight along with the pudding that
followed in the form of cookies, fruit and
ice creams. We all then relaxed in front of
a film before finishing the night off with
games of cards with staff and children using a range of strategies to win each round. Mr Miller became
exasperated when he was not told the rules in the first round,
however the children took little pity and laughed with great glee.
The competitive edges then took over and all worked hard to
become ‘King’.

This week in
Boarding
We have had a lovely week in Spero
despite the rain. We have welcomed a
number of visitors to the House all who
have commented on your charming,
polite children. We have also had a few
children stay for trial boarding
nights; so sad as we are to see the Year
5s go at the end of term it looks like
their beds won’t be empty for long!
The Year 3s and 4s have been
practising their songs for The Wind in
the Willows. They sound amazing
already.

Sunday arose with the sun shining before parents and children arrived to play tennis and
golf against each other in this annual competition. Having had a pyjama breakfast, the
boarders watched the matches for a while
before we headed to Bury for lunch. Pizzas
and pastas of varying shapes and sizes were
eaten happily before a walk around the shops
to gather some books and supplies was taken.
Then we were off to the cinema to see Aladdin fulfil his wishes
with the help of a genie who appeared magically from a lamp.
On our return the children ate
supper before playing outside whilst
other pupils arrived back for the
evening. All in all, this was a lovely
relaxing weekend where all were
able to enjoy the time spent in each
other’s company. A massive thank
you must go to all the children for
taking part and making each other laugh as well as the staff.
Events to come……..
Open Boarding Weekend
We are of course looking forward to the Open Boarding
Weekend where we build our own festival atmosphere. Yes, OBH
FEST is back in town with music, karaoke, bouncy castles and
many edible treats which all the children will be able to indulge
in when they stay on Saturday 22 June after the parents’ cricket
matches.
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A Peek at our Week……………….
This week Little Raindrops have been very creative,
creating their fantastic knights in shining armour and
their roarsome dragons. We have also been very busy
creating super surprises for daddy’s ready for Father’s
Day. The children have come up with great ideas of
where they are going to hide them!

Stars of the Week
Congratulations to our super

Stars of the Week:
Dragonflies
Acorns
Rainbows

The Sunbeams have been having a fairy tale week this
Sunbeams &
week. They have been making bubbling potions,
Little Raindrops
creating some very regal crowns and have made their
very own knights in shining armour. It has been extra
special and extremely crafty week as we have been celebrating our fathers, and making beautiful Father's Day
gifts and cards for the very special nursery daddies.

Rainbows have been thinking about recycling this
week and enjoyed a fun story about Morris the magpie
– do ask for a retelling. We went on a recycling hunt
around the school and raided lots of bins and classrooms for a very enjoyable junk modelling session back
in the classroom.

Acorns have been busy solving problems with money
and taking turns to be the shopkeeper giving change
from 50p and £1.00. In English we have completed
reading 'The BFG' and completed a sequential story
map to recount the main events. We really enjoyed
learning how to paint with watercolours this week in
preparation for a very special project next week.

George &
Clara
Sophie &
Rufus
Llywelyn
Eva-Belle
Rose

Concert with a Coffee
A huge well done to everyone who
performed at our informal concert on
Monday. It is always such a proud
moment for parents and staff to see
children stand up on with own and
bravely play for us. I know the children
loved being part of the audience this
year, to encourage others. Thank you
also to the music staff who came
along to support their students and
the parents who joined us for coffee
(and the concert!)

Dance Assembly

This morning we all enjoyed a wonderful performance from the Pre-Prep
Dragonflies have been busy learning about the phases ballet and tap club. The older girls
were so proud being the leaders - and
of the moon. The children could not believe their luck
when they used Oreos to represent the lunar cycle. The even had a little tap trio, well done
girls! I loved seeing how hard the
class also learnt about why we have night-time and
younger dancers were concentrating
daytime and that Earth take 365 days to orbit around
and following the steps perfectly. All
the sun and the moon takes around 28 days to orbit
around Earth. In English the class have been busy mas- the girls looked lovely in their pink
tering their comprehension skills answering questions tutus with their proper ballerina hair
styles. Well done, to all the little
from the book The Twits.
dancers and a big thank you to Miss
Sarah.
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A busy week in Pre-Prep

Play dough
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Nursery Blog….

Play dough Recipe

The importance of malleable materials within an
Early Years education.

Why not try making some safe and
natural home-made play dough to use
at home with your children in the
holidays? This is the recipe for the play
Malleable materials are a resource found in most, if not all, Early
dough that we use in the nursery. It
Years settings. More often than not, play dough stations or 'Dough
does not dry out and lasts a very long
Gyms' make a common appearance on the tables of most
time. What is more, it is extremely easy
Nurseries, which are extremely popular among the children and
to make and great fun to make with the
are very well used.
children.
Play dough is an extremely valuable educational tool in itself, in
You need:
that helps children to develop in many different areas of learning

2 cups plain flour (all purpose)
and development. Developing these areas is an essential and

2 tablespoons vegetable oil (baby
important aspect of a child's early education and creates strong
oil and coconut oil work too)
foundations for continued learning and educational success.

1/2 cup salt
Within our Nursery you will find a 'Dough Gym'. We often link our 
2 tablespoons cream of tartar
'Dough Gym' with our theme or topic. Not only does this resource 
1 to 1.5 cups boiling water
help to embed the children's sensory awareness of our topic, but
(adding in increments until it feels
exploring and using the play dough tools such as rollers, knives
just right)
and cutters are also tools within themselves to help children de
gel food colouring (optional)
velop in many physical ways and aids the development of

few drops glycerine (my secret
coordination. The manipulation of the play dough itself aids
ingredient for stretch and shine!)
physical development, fine motor skills and manual dexterity
Method:
through actions such as the pushing, squeezing, stretching and

Mix the flour, salt, cream of tartar
rolling of the dough; exercising the children's fingers, hands and
and oil in a large mixing bowl
wrists. Exercises such as this help children to develop stronger

Add food colouring to the boiling
pencil grip, which in turn will help with better pencil control and
water then into the dry
better handwriting.
ingredients

Stir
continuously until it becomes
Additionally, 'Dough Gyms' help with language and
a sticky, combined dough
communication skills as children learn to share their experience,

Add the glycerine (optional)
ideas, emotions and thoughts, as well as discussing their creations

Allow it to cool down then take it
and asking for turns to use the equipment.
out of the bowl and knead it vigPlay dough is also a vital resource to aid sensory development,
orously for a couple of minutes
especially in younger children. Personal, Social and Emotional
until all of the stickiness has gone.
Skills are exercised through the exploration of the Play Dough,
* This is the most important part
building concentration, providing opportunities for sharing and
of the process, so keep at it until
turn taking, as well as building upon their relationships and
it is the perfect consistency!*
encouraging socialisation with their peers. Furthermore, exploring 
If it remains a little sticky then
the dough heightens a child's senses, enabling them to identify
add a touch more flour until just
between different textures and smells. Additionally, play dough
right.
can sometimes be a comfort to child. The action of squeezing and Voila!
manipulating the play dough can help with frustration as well as
To add colour, we use Wilton Gel
boost confidence and self-esteem.
colours as they are much more vibrant
Play dough should not only be limited to the Early Years. Children and take only a tiny amount to colour
of all ages love to play and create with play dough, which has a
the dough. You can store this play
multitude of benefits, both educationally and for mental welldough in an airtight container for at
being.
least 6 months.
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From the Director of Sport…
House Sports Day
Saturday 22nd June
We are very much looking forward to House Sports next Saturday,
when I am sure the sun will shine.

Parent v Pupils’ Tennis
A splendid Sunday morning was had for
the annual Parent and Pupil
tournament which saw 12 pairs
compete for the title. After a very close
round robin group format, the Abbotts,
Harrisons, Alexanders, and the Jewers
progressed to the semi-finals stage.
After very closely contested matches,
the Harrisons took victory against the
Abbotts 4-1 and the Alexanders
defeated the Jewers 4-2.

Please can all day pupils arrive in PE kit at 9.45 am and make their
way to their House tents, located inside the athletics track. House
staff will be there to greet them. Field events will start at 10.00 am,
followed by the start of the track events at 10.20 am. Tea and coffee
is available from 10.00 am at the Thatched Pavilion. A programme The final between the
Harrisons and the
of events will be emailed out at the end of next week.
Alexanders was of a
After the final presentations at 12.30 pm you are free to picnic very high standard,
producing some very
around the grounds, and don’t forget to have a go at the golf
pitching competition during the lunch break, which will be run by entertaining rallies,
and some outstanding
the children in aid of the Batemans Trust.
play at the net. The
Parents and pupils’ cricket will start at 1.30 pm. Again, please can winners were the
all parents who would like to play with their sons/daughters email Alexanders by 4 games to 1.
the coaches no later than Wednesday. This will give us enough time A huge thanks to everyone that
participated and congratulations to this
to put the teams together.
year’s champions.
U13 Boys – Freddie.auld@obh.co.uk
U13 Girls – rob.miller@obh.co.uk
U11 Girls – Hannah.phillips@obh.co.uk
U11 Boys – Russell.barrett@obh.co.uk

1st XI at the Felsted 12/12 tournament
The 1st XI braved the elements on Saturday in the annual 12-over
tournament at Felsted Prep School. Due to the lashing rain and
howling wind, the three matches were reduced to 10 overs each.
Our first game was a rather disappointing affair against The Perse,
the eventual winners. We managed to scrape together only 36 runs
in our 10 overs and they knocked them off fairly quickly. Our second
match, however, was one of the highlights of our season. Playing
against Felsted on a beautiful batting track, we did well to restrict
them to 63 with Orlando picking up two wickets. In our chase,
Freddie DLR played a wonderful knock (35*), mixing singles with
boundaries and keeping his cool to see us home with three balls
left. Orlando then scored 37 in our final match against KES
Chelmsford, but our score of 63 was not enough in pursuit of their
total of 80. Well done, to the whole team in what was an enjoyable
day of cricket despite the weather.

Parent v Pupils Golf
Finally we had some weather which
showed off the park in all its glory! We
are currently reviewing our golf
prevision at OBH and the course is in its
first phase of its development. Despite
some rough greens and the odd damp
patch the teams navigated their way
through the course in good spirits.
Some holes were favoured more than
others but it was pleasing to see how
much enjoyment was had by all. Team
Zietara came out top, taking the trophy,
closely followed by team Kelly. Congratulations to all that
turned up to play, I
hope that next year
the course will look
quite different, maybe even a little more
challenging!
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From the Director of Sport…

IAPS – U14, U13 & U12 ATHLETICS RESULTS
Last Friday ten Athletes represented the school at the East Area Athletics Championships. It was an
incredibly wet day, which presented tricky conditions to compete in. Despite this the team performed
extremely well. Nine personal bests were achieved and four new school records were set. Notable
performances were by Charlie, Phoebe and Madison who all came 3rd in their respective events; just
missing out on competing at the National Finals by one place.

Name

Event

William W

1500m

Time/
Distance
5.32.8

Place

Personal Best

14th

PB

th

PB

Clemmie B

800m

2.52.1

9

Guy A

Shot Put

7.57m

20th

Charlie H

100m

15.2secs

3rd

Freddie H

100m

15.1secs

20th

200m

31.3secs

18th

200m

32.2secs

5th

Long Jump

3.59m

10th

PB

rd

PB

Archie M
Phoebe T
Lily M

200m

31.7secs

3

Long Jump

3.48m

5th

PB

High Jump

1.25m

8th

PB

th

PB

Dani A

800m

2.43.7

6

Madison H-M

Shot

6.67m

8th

PB

16.83

rd

PB

Discus

3

School
Record
SR

SR

SR
SR

The team were a credit to themselves, both in their performances and the way in which they conducted
themselves and supported each other throughout the day. There was a great team atmosphere. Despite
the conditions this was a very positive day and all the athletes should be proud of themselves.

Road to Wimbledon
Many congratulations to Freddie in Year 7 who won our in-school
Road to Wimbledon Tennis Competition. Freddie will now
represent the school at a county finals event and be in a chance of
playing at the world famous All England Lawn Tennis Club!
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