
    

       Friday  13th September  2019: Issue  No. 35 Follow us on Twitter @OBHSchool, Facebook & Instagram 

  

       Old Buckenham Hall 
       Brettenham, Suffolk, IP7 7PH     |   t: 01449 740252  |  e: admissions@obh.co.uk         

obh mail 

That was the week that was! 

www.obh.co.uk 

mailto:registrar@obh.co.uk


 

 Old Buckenham Hall 
 Brettenham, Suffolk, IP7 7PH  |  t: 01449 740252  |  e: admissions@obh.co.uk 

www.obh.co.uk 

obh mail 
Headmaster’s blog….. 

 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Two weeks in and the children are certainly ready for the first home weekend of the term. It has been an incredibly 
busy week but it is a delight to see the new OBH children starting to find their feet and the older children beginning 
to take leadership roles and setting the example for the younger ones. The first activity afternoon on Saturday was a 
great success with our Golf Pro, Simon, proving to be a big success and the children in Arts and Crafts, Climbing and 
Dance all commenting on how much fun they had. The Clay Shooting starts next week and there is already a buzz 
amongst those taking part. 
 
On Wednesday we had some fantastic results in the rugby and hockey and our new rugby coach Kieran Leeson, 
from Bury St. Edmonds RFC, is making a very positive impact. We have now recruited ex-England netball player, Jane 
Fison, to support the girls for this and next term and I know there will be a similar effect.  
 
Please do note in your diaries that we have upcoming academic and music evenings designed for children and par-
ents. You are very welcome to attend. The music would appeal to most ages, while the academic evenings may be 
more suitable for those in Year 5 and above. Please do let Jo know if you plan to attend. Another reminder that 
Andy Shedden from Winchester will join us on Saturday, 21st  September, and if you would like to meet to gain  
senior school advice, please do let us know so we can book a slot. 
 
Before the weekend begins there is the excitement of the dog show and I 
wish all competing the very best of luck and a great afternoon. Could I  
politely request that all dogs are kept on leads at all times. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Best wishes to all, 
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Matters of the Moment 
 
Musical Evening  
Wednesday 18th September 6.30 pm 

 
Music Scholars from The Leys will be visiting next 
Wednesday to give a concert at 6.30 pm and promises to 
be a wonderful evening of music making.  All welcome—
please let Jo Riddleston know that you will be joining us:  
jo.riddleston@obh.co.uk 
 
 

 

Visiting Author 
Thursday 19th September 
Award-winning local author David Long will be 
visiting OBH next week to spend time with Years 
6 and 7.  
He won the  
Winner of the Best Book With Facts Blue Peter Book Award 2017 for 

Survivors, his retelling of amazing true stories 
of survival, beautifully illustrated by Kerry 
Hyndman. He has recently published  Heroes, 
another selection of true tales, but this time 
based around courageous acts of bravery from 
animals in wartime. Many feature WW1 and 
WW2 which we are exploring in our Year 7 and 
Year 6 lessons respectively. David will read 
from the book and pupils have the opportunity 
to purchase (and have signed) copies of Heroes 
at the slightly reduced price of £10. It is a  
beautiful book, on every level.  

 
 
 

E-Safety Talk 
Friday 20th September 
Just a reminder that on Friday 20th September, at 5.00 pm in the Britten 
Hall, there will be a parent’s e-Safety talk by Karl Hopwood. He is widely 
acclaimed as one of the best speakers around on this highly important 
topic. 
 
All parents are most welcome.   Please email chris.bunting@obh.co.uk if 
you wish to attend. 

Saturday  21st September  
9.00 am 
Winchester College Surgery 

We look forward to welcoming Andrew 
Shedden  Registrar at Winchester College 
for our first Senior School Surgery this 
term.    
 

Any parents of boys in Year 4 or below-
who may be considering  Winchester as a 
senior school choice can meet with  
Andrew to discuss entry procedures and 
any other queries they may have.   The 
entry procedure begins early in Year 4 
with deposits and choice of House  
required by the end of Year 5. 
 

In recent years OBH is very proud that 
three boys have joined Winchester  
College, one of whom was also awarded a 
Sports Scholarship.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Very  well done to Albie who qualified for 
the NSEA National Schools Champion-
ships taking place 17th—20th October.  
Albie qualified by coming 2nd in the KBIS 
Arena Eventing (JwS) Championship  
Qualifier held at Forest Edge last  
Saturday. 

 

Senior School Surgery 

Congratulations 
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News from Stable Yard… 
 
The children have certainly been impressing us all with plenty of 
wonderful work this week.  
 
In our assembly we talked about what OBH could stand for within our 
busy community. The children had a plethora of brilliant ideas to share. 
 

Only your Best Here 
 

 This was a fitting acronym as each form teacher presented their first 
set of certificates as a special well done to: 
 

Kirsty, Christopher, Sammy, Clara, Ned, Sam, Ollie and Geordie 
 

Year 3 have been enjoying finding out about Roald Dahl and have some 
produced some phizz-whizzing fact sheets. They have also been busily 
learning their multiplication tables and number bonds. We had fun 
creating our own Roald Dahl names - The Gloriumptious Bean was a 
particular favourite. 
 
This week Year 4 have been getting stuck into some place value in their 
maths lessons.  Recognising the differences between thousands, 
hundreds, tens and units and finding different ways to represent and 
manipulate them is a really useful skill to have.  So far our children have 
done very well in this, reinforcing their understanding with a range of 
games and activities in lessons. 
 
Alongside the maths, the children have been introduced to the class 
reader for this half-term, The Iron Man.   We will continue to enjoy 
exploring this modern day fairy tale over the course of the next few 
weeks.   
 
Many thanks to those of you who came along to the Curriculum 
Evening. There are spare copies of the booklet if you would like to pick 
one up. 
 
We are incredibly proud of the children’s attitude and achievements 
thus far.  
 
We wish you a restful weekend. 
 
Mrs Rice, Mrs Lee, Mr Pascalides , Mr Gillott 
and the Middle School team 
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Old Buckenham Hall invites pupils with their family & friends  

to an extraordinary evening of music with  

 

The Leys Music Scholars 

in The Ives Music Studio 

on Wednesday 18th September 2019 

commencing at 6.30 pm 

Drinks and nibbles available from 6.15 pm 

RSVP jo.riddleston@obh.co.uk 
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Saturday Activities…. 
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Weekend Boarding 

 
The full boarders enjoyed their first weekend of the academic year and 
for some their first weekend at OBH, including myself.  Given that it has 
been such a busy week for everyone we decided to spend Saturday 
evening on campus, and played various board games including a very 
excitable and at times tense game of Snakes and Ladders, everyone 
took turns in almost winning, only to be sent back down the board.  We 
set ourselves up in the Library and Common Room, using the  
computers, reading books and magazines and playing table tennis.  We 
all enjoyed the bacon and cheese turnovers for our first weekend 
boarders meal, and the strawberry’s and grapes from the fruit platter 
disappeared very quickly, along with the homemade crumble tarts. 
 
After a full cooked English breakfast, again delicious, we changed into 
our Sunday best and looking very smart headed to Church at Thorpe 
Morieux with the Headmaster.  The sermon by the Reverend Donna 
Gibbs was very interactive, and some of the children volunteered to 
help, along with Mr. Griffiths.  The organ was played by Mr. Roberts 
and we all had a good attempt at singing the hymns; we might need a 
little practice before next week though. 
 
After church we returned to school to change into home clothes and 
head out for the day in Bury St. Edmunds.  We headed straight for a 
hearty lunch at Bill’s Restaurant, that included hummus and  
vegetables, burgers, chicken skewers and macaroni and cheese fol-
lowed by chocolate brownies and ice cream.  Then it was time to spend 
our pocket money, and head to the shops.  The gift shop was very pop-
ular and there was a lot of consideration and debate about how much 
to spend to ensure enough was leftover for treats at the cinema.  Once 
the right amount of popcorn and drinks had been bought we settled 
down to watch Dora and the Lost City of Gold, which was enjoyed by 
all, and of course Dora saved the day and finished off with a colourful 
song and dance routine.  It was then back in the minibus and off to 
OBH for supper.  After a day out the children had just enough spare 
energy to play on the adventure playground before changing for bed. 
 
We all had a fun weekend and are looking forward to the various week-
end activities that have been arranged for the rest of the term.   
Although we have to decide on the order that we do the trips, we will 
be going on a boat trip to see the seals off the Suffolk coast, visiting 
Cambridge and trying our hand at punting, along with seeing the fa-
mous Cambridge Colleges.  We will be going to see the farm animals at 
Easton Park Farm, attend the Ickworth Wood & Craft Fair, horse riding 
at Valley Farm and some birdwatching at RSPB Suffolk.  On the 22nd 
September it is the Brettenham Apple Day and Craft & Produce Show, 
the children will be picking apples from our own OBH orchard and 
pressing their own apple juice. 

 
On Tuesday evening the Year 8 boys  
prepared their own culinary delights with 
enterprising pizzas with several toppings. 
The style of pizza base ranged from some-
thing resembling Chicago Town’s built up 
sides combined with pizzas that could be 
folded Calzone style. These were followed 
by iced cupcakes with sweeter toppings 
again devoured with ease by all the bud-
ding chefs.  
 
The week has been kind weather wise and 
with this the children have again been able 
to roam the grounds during the evenings. 
Due to the children being consistent with 
their chosen nights in the boarding house, it 
has been wonderful to see the girls and 
boys in each house chatting and socialising 
happily with one another and building a 
strong community by supporting one an-
other and being helpful within the boarding 
houses.   
  
At the end of last week Edward celebrated 

his 11th birthday with his friends. Mighty 

burgers were consumed before the won-

derful cake glowed with bright candles and 

a rapturous rendition of Happy Birthday 

was sung by all. Congratulations to Edward 

and also to David who chose a wonderful 

chocolate cake and pizza for his 13th birth-

day party. We look forward to hosting more 

parties in the coming weeks and through-

out the year. Please do email the respective 

house parent (please see addresses below) 

if you wish to book a party or if you have 

any questions or require information. 

emma.easdale@obh.co.uk   
Spero Houseparent 
tracey.thornton@obh.co.uk  
Girls’ Houseparent 
rob.miller@obh.co.uk   
Boys’ Houseparent 
Mark.warrington@obh.co.uk  
Weekend Boarding Houseparent 

Boarding:  
news this week 
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Pre-Prep … Matters of the Moment  
A Peek at our Week………………. 
 

Big Thank You 
The teachers got a lovely treat this week;  Nixon 
baked a delicious cake for us all. We think he 
should go on 'Bake Off'!   Thank you, Nixon  
 
 
It was lovely when Mrs. Phillips brought 5HP down to Pre-Prep when 
they enjoyed hearing readers and playing games with the children.  
We look forward to your next visit. 

 
I hope you have a lovely weekend. 
 
Camilla Webster 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

This week Little Raindrops and Sunbeams have been 
very busy little bees learning their new sound of the 
week 'a' and enjoying number hunts around the Pre-
Prep. We have also enjoyed the first of our weekly  
Library visits which the children thoroughly en-
joyed.  The children also popped their chef hats on and 
baked  

Rainbow class have been working hard on their new 
precursive handwriting this week – they have learnt five 
new letter formations and are excitedly joining letters 
together already! We planted three pots of cat grass 
and have put them in different places in the classroom 
(with and without water) to see what happens. Once we 
have found the perfect spot, each child will plant their 
own. Watch this space! 

Starlights have been super stars this week. We have 
been learning about where we live in Topic, our senses in 
science and enjoyed singing a song about a windmill in 
French.  We were in for a surprise on Thursday when we 
discovered that a wolf had visited our classroom to  
enlighten us on 'The True Story of the Three Light Pigs', 
make sure you ask Year 1 all about it.  

The Dragonflies have been busy learning about The 
Great Fire of London and have managed to transport 
themselves back to 1666. They have begun writing their 
own diary entry describing how they escaped and felt 
during the catastrophic event.  

Stars of the Week 

Very well done to our Stars of the Week :   
 

Dragonflies  Sophie 
Starlight  Flora 
Rainbows  Edward 
Sunbeams  Miles 
Little Raindrops Alfie 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Happy Birthday to Amelia and Sam who 
both celebrated their 7th birthdays this 
week. Many Happy Returns to you both. 

Happy Birthday! 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

Girls Sport 
 
Summer Cricket success 
Congratulations to Ismene who was awarded ‘Best Batter’ from Woolpit 
Cricket Club in the holidays. We are very proud of you and look forward 
to seeing you score lots of runs for OBH next Summer! 

 
U13 v South Lee  
 
The U13 girls’ hockey team had a fantastic first match; what a great start 
to the season! With confident push passes and successful interceptions, 
OBH maintained majority possession of the ball. During the first half of 
play, OBH focused on their spatial awareness which opened up a  
fantastic scoring opportunity; and it was a successful one at that.   
 
Continuous drizzle did not put off OBH girls during the second half of 
play; it was in fact most welcome during the midst of an unexpectedly 
sunny and rather hot September afternoon. OBH girls continued to be 
composed and in control of the game: passing the ball wider while  
patiently waiting for gaps to appear. Although a variety of players saw 
many combinations being tried out, OBH girls still conserved their energy 
so that the ball did a lot of the work for them. The goals scored were well 
worked and I was very impressed with the girl’s performance in what 
was a fantastic first match for the U13 Girl’s team.  

 

U11A  v South Lee 
 
A pleasantly competitive opening match against South Lee School kick 
started the U11A’s season off to a fine start. Play was end to end with 
several penalty corners being awarded to both teams. Defensively we 
handled these well and some great saves were made. There were some 
excellent phases of attacking play and the team are starting to get to 
grips with the idea of building play together.  
 
A very promising start with two great goals scored. Well done, to all who 
took part.  

U11 B v South Lee  
 
Following the hard work in their games  
sessions, the girls were all very excited for 
their first match of the season at South Lee.  
We had 15 in our squad so it was explained 
that it was a training match and it was 
important that everyone played during the 
40 minute match. 
 
The girls started well and used the width of 
the pitch creating space. This enabled the 
girls to run with the ball and pass the ball 
well to each other. They were rewarded 
with an excellent 3 goals and OBH had a 4-1 
lead at half time. 
 
It was time for a complete team change and 

the remaining 8 girls had their opportunity 

to take to the pitch. They all worked incredi-

bly hard and it was wonderful to see them 

improving in every aspect of the game. As 

the game went on, the team improved and 

gained confidence and all worked incredibly 

hard. South Lee managed to sneak another 

goal with the match finishing 4-2 to OBH. 

Special mention to Eugenie who played her 

first ever hockey match with just 5 games 

sessions! 

Hockey 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

Boys Sport 
 
1st XII v Culford 
On Wednesday the boy’s 1st rugby team played against Culford. This was 
inevitably going to be a tough first fixture and so a positive mindset was 
vital. OBH started strong getting into rucks and putting pressure on the 
Culford attack. They kept possession well at the break down and ran 
hard at the opposition’s defence. Unfortunately, Culford started to move 
the ball at pace drawing in the OBH back line and finding the gaps to 
score a number of well worked tries. OBH kept going throughout the 
second half and were rewarded with a super individual try. There is 
much to work on this season however, the boys should be proud of their 
first performance. 
 

2nd XII v South Lee & Culford 
 
This was their first game and the team made good progress as the after-
noon went on. They played a Sevens game against South Lee first and 
were soon outpaced by a swift opposition who moved the ball out wide 
well, exploiting the gaps in their defence. OBH were better in the 2nd half 
and competed for the ball with more aggression. They put some good 
passes together but lost by five tries to three. 
 
OBH then played Culford and, rather than being dispirited, were keen to 
play well. Tackling and work at the breakdown was much more effective 
and, as such, OBH had more possession. They converted this possession 
into tries with some strong running and OBH ran out winners by nine 
tries to two. 
 
This was a good afternoon’s rugby in glorious weather.  

 

U11 A  v Culford & South Lee 
What a great start to the season with some competitive rugby played by 
all three teams. OBH played against Culford to begin with and ran well 
with the ball in hand and passed fluently at times to release the ball from 
the tackle and continue the attacking moves. It was not long before they 
scored a try and then a second after some good rucking and passing. In 
the second game they played South Lee and worked hard at keeping the 
ball away from their strong runners. This strategy enabled the boys to 
put pressure on the opposition and then able to capitalise on their  
mistakes and score 3 tries.  
 
A super start by all the boys and with further work on rucking positions 
as well as some defensive work I am sure the team will go from strength 
to strength. Well done, to all for their determination and efforts through-
out the afternoon. 
Mr Miller  

 
U11 B v South Lee & Culford 
 
The U11 B team enjoyed a promising start to 
the season with a 2-1 win against South Lee 
and a 3-2 loss against Culford. In the first 
game, they held their shape and kept  
possession well, recycling at the breakdown 
and using the ball well. As a result, OBH 
scored two well-worked tries and held on 
for the win. Against an U10 team from  
Culford, OBH started brightly with an early 
try and finished strongly, though they went 
through a period of clustering around the 
ball which cost them a few tries.  
 
A good start and plenty of rugger to come.  
 
Well played all.    

Rugby 
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