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Headmaster’s blog….. 

 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
 
I hope you have enjoyed the Indian summer of the past week. It has allowed the children to make the 
very best of what we have at OBH – space to play and think, and lots of activities to take advantage of. 
The space and time to think is particularly important given every challenge that we throw their way. The 
time to reflect and play is so important.  
 
We have had several notable events this week. The first Music Concert in the Ives Studio was a great  
success and the students who visited from The Leys set a fantastic example of what can be achieved with 
great teaching, dedicated practice and plenty of talent. I do hope that it inspired some in the audience to 
want to reach the same level in the years to come. Please do remember that parents are welcome and 
we would love to see you at the next event. You will enjoy it. With author David Long visiting yesterday 
and e-safety Karl Hopwood visiting today, there has been a lot for the children to take advantage of.  
 
My highlight was undoubtedly Pre-Prep Star of the Week assembly this morning. I never tire of the  
enthusiastic and friendly welcome from the children and they certainly took part in the story of the 
‘Wonky Donkey’. If you haven’t read it, it is one I would recommend to create bedtime laughs for all. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Best wishes, 
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Matters of the Moment 
 
 

We will be celebrating the European Day of Languages on Thursday 26th  
September at OBH. Pupils are invited to bring in either an unopened tin/
jar or a food label from a European country of their choice. They will  
discuss the food’s origin and give an exciting fact about their chosen 
place. As an extra challenge, why not encourage your son/daughter to 
continue their research and learn some phrases in the foreign language.  
Let’s impress! 

 
The Friends 
A huge thank you to everyone who supported the very first Friends of 
OBH Dog Show.  Judge (and author) James Campbell and his four legged 
assistant Mrs Miggins handed out dozens of rosettes to lots of well  
behaved dogs!   It was a beautiful afternoon and the children clearly  
enjoyed showing off their furry  friends.  We look forward to James 
Campbell’s next book as we have surely provided him with plenty of  
hilarious material.  Thank you also to all the staff, the team of “Friends” 
and the wonderful Year 8’s who helped make the event happen.  We 
could not have done it without you.  The Friends raised a healthy £300, 
which will go towards this year’s fundraising projects.   

 
Look out for details about our next event, The 
Friends of OBH Bonfire Night, on Saturday 9th 
November.  We look forward to seeing you 
there.  
 
We welcome feedback from parents. Please 
email us on friends@obh.co.uk  
 
 

Finally, you are all invited to The Friends of OBH AGM on Thursday 26th 
September at 8.45am in the Drawing Room.  Refreshments will be  
provided. 
 

Second Hand Uniform 
Thank you to everyone who has kindly supplied Second Hand with items 
for sale or donation.  In order to sell items all clothing needs to be of 
good quality.  We cannot accept clothing that has frayed cuffs or holes or 
has really seen better days.  Any non-saleable items currently in Second 
Hand will be donated to the OBH clothing bank.   

We are very much looking forward to 
welcoming  Dr. Rosemary Taylor  who will 
be giving  a talk about  Friendship Groups 
and Bullying.  There is still time to book 
your seat for this event and all booking 
details are attached to this week’s obh 
mail. 
 
These talks are very relevant to bringing 
up our children in today’s world. The 
feedback from our first Huddl talk was 
extremely positive … so do come if you 
can. 
 

Huddl Talk 
Monday 30 September 
8.30 am 
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News from Stable Yard… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In celebration of Roald Dahl’s birthday, the children in Years 3 and 4 
enjoyed a morning of activities. The teachers were impressed to see 
their artistic flair, creativity and ability to work together in teams. 
 
They enjoyed the opportunity to construct and design 3D containers for 
their favourite sweets. Great fun was had producing Wanted posters for 
an array of baddies. They worked on Oompa Lumpa inspired rhymes 
before testing their knowledge of some of the best loved characters in 
the phizz-whizzing quiz. 
 
We hope that the children have been inspired to pick up a book and 
enjoy a new story. 
 
Earlier in the week, the children in Year 3 headed out into the gardens 
as Stone Age hunter gatherers. They foraged in their tribes and 
together, scoured the trees and bushes for the woolly mammoth.  
 
We were incredibly proud of the boys and girls as they enjoyed their 
first matches of the season. They worked very well in their teams and 
gained valuable experience. Well done, to everyone who represented 
the school on this occasion. 
 
We wish you all a happy and relaxing weekend. 
 
Mrs Rice, Mrs Lee, Mr Pascalides , Mr Gillott 
and the Middle School team 
 
Hugo sharing out his birthday cake! 
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Author David Long visit this week…….. 

We were incredibly fortunate yesterday morning to receive a visit from 
local author, David Long, who specialises in retelling amazing true  
stories. He was reading from his latest book, Heroes, which explores the 
incredible work done by animals such as dogs, birds and even bears in 
wartime.  
 
David read to Years 6 and 7 who are studying the Blitz and WW1 
trenches respectively. He also answered questions and signed copies of 
his Heroes book.  
 
Pupils loved hearing the stories and David genuinely captured their 
attention and imagination. 

 

 

Senior School Concert  
Series – The Leys 
Wednesday evening saw the first of what 
will become a regular series of visits by 
senior school musicians, when three music 
scholars from The Leys gave a performance 
in the Ives Studio.  There was an oboist, a 
violinist and a singer; all three performed 
with great accomplishment and answered 
questions about their musical life at senior 
school.  Hopefully they will have inspired 
the audience to keep on practising and 
persevering at their instrumental or vocal 
journey, knowing what might be achieved 
in a few years’ time.  It was a lovely  
evening, and we are most grateful to our 
visitors. 
 
The next in the series will be on  
6th November, with a visit by students 
from Uppingham. 
 

Music Notes 
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Boarding……….. 
 
Boys’ & Girls’ Houses 
 
A big thank you to all the boarders for the practice Fire Drill which was 
performed very well on Tuesday evening. Secondary exits were used 
and all were able to make their way safely out of the buildings to the 
assembly point. Please be assured that if your child did not board that 
evening they will be shown the use of secondary exits within their  
allotted rooms and boarding houses.  
 
The evening entertainment has been gathering pace and with the 
opening of The Ives Studio a lovely evening of music was performed by 
senior children from The Leys School on Wednesday after supper  
before some tuck was handed out and consumed with great glee. The 
outdoor classroom has been used to heat marshmallows by the fire 
which the children always love to do with games being played before 
the light has faded.  
 
 
 

Marshmallow time! 
It’s that time of year again when we can chat 
around a camp fire whilst the children enjoy a 
marshmallow or three! What a lovely way to spend 
an early Autumn evening with the children,  
laughter, and smiles and a face full of  
marshmallows. Happy days. 

 
 
emma.easdale@obh.co.uk   
Spero Houseparent 
tracey.thornton@obh.co.uk  
Girls’ Houseparent 
rob.miller@obh.co.uk   
Boys’ Houseparent 
Mark.warrington@obh.co.uk  
Weekend Boarding Houseparent 

Spero 
Everyone is beginning to settle into the 
evening routines and enjoy all that  
boarding at OBH has to offer;  Fun,  
friendship, fresh air and family. 

 
 
 
 

Boarding:  
news this week 
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Weekend Boarding 

 

Our first Home Weekend was a busy one.  We all attended and  
volunteered to help at the OBH Dog Show on Friday and the children 
really got stuck in and enjoyed themselves.  After supper we played 
outside and then in to the Inner Hall for card games followed by a good 
nights sleep.   
 
On Saturday we were up and out for a day in Cambridge and of course 
you can not visit Cambridge without going punting.   This was our first 
activity of the day and we learnt all about the history of the Colleges 
and basked in the sun.  Thanks to Callum, our chauffeur, we steered 
though calm waters without a crash or bump.  Although we all sat back 
and relaxed on the river we still had a hearty lunch at the University 
Centre.   
 
It was Cambridge Open Weekend so we stopped in to learn all about 
the history of scientific experiments at the Whipple Museum who had a 
special children’s activities weekend on.  We tried out lots of  
experiments and did in the end manage to reassemble the model of 
the human body, however not everyone is cut out to be an anatomist I 
fear.   
 
Next stop was a trip to Heffers Bookstore, apparently Britain’s best 
children’s bookstore.  We certainly enjoyed searching  through all of 
the books and toys and a few purchases were made.  After a wander 
round the city centre we stopped for a photograph outside King’s  
College before heading off to The Fitzwilliam Museum and the Egyptian 
Exhibition.   
 
Clearly after all of the excitement it was time for afternoon tea at The 
Orchard Tearoom at Grantchester.  We each had our own tower of 
delicious sandwiches, cakes and a huge scone with clotted cream and 
jam.  Then it was time to head back to school for a good run around 
outside to make room for pizza and salad. 
 
Sunday started with a lovely continental breakfast in PJ’s before  
changing into Sunday best and heading off to the Sunday Service at 
Hitcham Church.  Thank you to the Rev. Donna for welcoming us again 
and for including all of the children as volunteers in her lost sheep  
sermon, I can report that all of the sheep were eventually found and 
returned safely to the flock.  Thank you to Supha and David for taking 
the Collection.  
 
In preparation for next Sunday’s Brettenham Apple Fair we made a 
start on our scarecrow for the competition.  After some tough decisions 
on the artist direction it, or rather she started to take shape.  Thank 
you to all of the staff who kindly offered up materials and supplies, we 
hope that you enjoy our creation.   It was then time to play outside and 
enjoy the last of the sunshine and another game of cards on the 
lawn.  Just enough time was left for supper, and ping pong, pool and 
some songs before showers and beds.   
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Pre-Prep … Matters of the Moment  
A Peek at our Week………………. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

This week Little Raindrops have taken our phonics  
lesson outside and enjoyed practising our new sound of 
the week 'S'; the children wrote their letter using their 
'magic' water paint.  The children thoroughly enjoyed 
creating rainbow toast in cooking this week and were 
amazed when they saw their creations come out of the 
toaster.  
 
This week Sunbeams have made beautiful watercolour 
postcards to send to the soldiers at Wattisham Airfield 
to thank them for all that they do to help us. They have 
also had lots of fun baking, making rainbow toast and 
creating interesting self portraits. 

Rainbow class have been working hard on their numbers this 
week. We went on a number hunt around the school and  
enjoyed multiple trips on the number bus – taking children on 
and off at each stop; focussing on addition, subtraction and 
number bonds to 10.  

Starlights have had a very busy week. It is so lovely to 
see that the children have started to develop an  
independent approach to their learning. What super 
stars! We have had lots of fun including spelling our 
names in braille, crocodile maths, cursive handwriting 
and eating some yummy piggy treats.  

In preparation for next Friday’s Macmillan afternoon, 
Dragonfly class have been excitingly planning what stalls 
they would like to run. 
 
In maths they have been working hard on their addition 
and subtraction sums, this will of course come in handy 
for next Friday being able to give the correct change! 
We do hope you will be able to come. 

 

Stars of the Week 

Very well done to our Stars of the Week :   
 
 

Dragonflies  Dougie 
Starlight  Avalynn  
Rainbows  Lily 
Sunbeams  Freddie 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Hugo is turning 5 on Sunday  
 
Happy Birthday to you!  

Happy Birthday! 

Year 2 working with Year 8 for handwriting 
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Macmillan Coffee Afternoon 
Friday 27th September  
2.30 pm 

The Year 2 children are very excitedly planning our Macmillan Coffee 
Afternoon. They have planned stalls and games, made signs in art and 
allocated jobs throughout the class. They will also be taking control of the 
money, so please bring lots of 10p’s! 
 
The event is next Friday afternoon, 27th September, 
at 2.30 pm. You are invited to pick up your children 
at 2.30 pm and then enjoy the afternoon together.   
Piccolo Singers (our Pre-Prep choir) will also be 
singing a little something. 
 
DONATIONS:  
We would hugely appreciate any donations for the afternoon and please 
remember we are a nut free school:  
 

Cakes 

Let the Bake Off commence!  
 

Soft toys 
We are having a Teddy Tombola this 
year. Prepare yourself for more teddies 
coming home than you actually  
donated!  
 

 
Please pop donations in the Pre-Prep Front Hall preferably on Friday 
morning.  
 
Many thanks indeed.  
 
I hope you have a lovely weekend. 
 
Camilla Webster 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

Girls Sport 
1st VII v Finborough 
This was a game that although we won, we will look back at as a game 
with missed opportunities. In total 18 shots a goal, with only 2  
converted, not through lack of effort, more a lack of composure. As the 
game progressed, we continued to create many opportunities, but it was 
the finishing that let us down; something to work on next week. Our 
structure was at times disorganised and against a competitive  
Finborough side they found gaps easily in our defence. I cannot fault the 
girl’s tenacity or work rate, it was outstanding, we just need to be more 
efficient with our efforts. Early days and we have, as always, set  
ourselves high standards to reach. I have no doubt that we will continue 
to improve every session.  
 

2nd VII v Holmwood House 
The girls started with great enthusiasm and were soon 2-0 up. There was 
great attacking play and consistent passing between the mid-field, and 
pushing up to make Holmwood work hard in defence. The mid-field and 
forward linked well, with play switching from one side to the other with 
ease. The defence stepped up, and kept the ball out wide, and cleanly 
passed to the mid-field and forwards to create some great attacking 
moves. By half time the score was 4-0 in OBH’s favour.  The second half 
was much tougher as Holmwood made some tactical changes and were 
stronger in attack, and defence and really put OBH under pressure. After 
giving away a few defensive short corners, and trapped in our defensive 
half we finished the match 4-1.   A great team effort girls, and a great 
result.  
 

U11A  v Holmwood House 

On Wednesday the U11A team played a fantastic game of hockey against 
an equally matched and equally strong Holmwood House side. OBH  
managed to dominate most of the attacking play, penetrating into 
Holmwood House’s D, and threatening to score on many an occasion. 
However, the opposition had some excellent defenders and a highly 
skilled goal keeper. At half-time the score was nil-nil. However, not  
deterred the team continued to play hard and to apply continuous  
Pressure; this resulted in a lovely goal from open play. The team really 
did themselves proud. They worked incredibly hard, worked together as 
a team and above all else enjoyed themselves. A great display of prep 
school sport. 
 
 

U11B v Holmwood House 
Following a fantastic start to the hockey term with a great win at South 
Lee last week OBH were ready to take on Holmwood House.  
 
The girls started slowly and were playing down the middle of the pitch, 

but this improved as the match progressed and the girls were rewarded 

with a great goal to take the lead at half time. Holmwood started the 

second half well and had more opportunities which took OBH by surprise 

but great defending enabled OBH to take their second win.  

U11C v Holmwood House 

After a patient wait the U11C team stepped 
onto the astro against Holmwood House. 
They were composed, determined and 
worked hard from the start. Once they 
settled into the match they began to take 
good control of the game and had lots of 
phases of attacking play. The defence was 
strong and they were thinking carefully 
about their decision making; which was 
great to see. With lots of pressure in the 
Holmwood House D it was only a matter of 
time before OBH scored. Only Holmwood 
House pipped OBH to the post and went 1-0 
down. The team responded well to this and 
did not let their heads drop; working hard to 
equalise, which they did. In the dying 
minutes of the game OBH were awarded a 
penalty corner and this was to be the final 
play. This was well fought and with tenacity 
and determination the winning goal was 
scored. A brilliant 2-1 win for the C team at 
their opening game of the season; well 
played. 
U9A Netball v South Lee 

On Friday the U9s had their first match of 
the season against South Lee on a beautiful 
and gorgeous sunny afternoon. The teams 
were well matched and both teams worked 
incredibly hard in defence. At half time the 
score was nil-nil. In the third quarter, with 
their new rotations, OBH found their stride 
and a little more confidence and began to 
get their goal scoring off to a start. The team 
continued to worked hard throughout the 
final quarter, despite the heat. There were 
some fantastic interceptions made and 
some great man to man marking on display. 
Both South Lee and OBH scored a goal in the 
last eight minutes, resulting in a 3-1 victory 
to OBH. A great start to the season and 
much to look forward to. 
 

U9B Netball v South Lee 
On Friday, the Year 3 girls stepped onto the 
netball court and represented OBH for the 
first time. There was excitement mixed with 
a little anxiety and topped off with parents 
watching but the girls rose to the challenge.  
 

Both OBH teams worked hard and although 
only one goal was scored, there was definite 
improvement as the games progressed with 
more shooting opportunities. Middle school 
will have a netball post delivered this week 
so they can practice their shooting! 
 

It has been lovely to see how well they have 
all transitioned into Year 3 and I am looking 
forward to seeing their progression during 
their years at OBH on the sports field. 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

Boys Sport 
 
Rugby 
Harry Rowland:  Referee 
What a pleasure to have an old boy back at the school. Harry is taking a 
year out before potentially taking up a Rugby scholarship in the USA. 
Harry had kindly offered his services as a referee for the next few 
months as well as running the odd workshop with the boys and also girl’s 
rugby. We all look forward to working with him again and I am sure the 
children will gain so much from his experience. 

 
1st XII v Holmwood House 
On Wednesday OBH played in a highly competitive touch rugby fixture 
against Holmwood House. During the first ten minutes OBH struggled to 
find any momentum in attack working at a slow speed to get the ball out 
to the back line. Holmwood House made the most of any OBH mistakes 
and scored two quick tries. This however, encouraged the home team to 
work harder in attack and move the ball quickly in the backs. Soon two 
tries were scored by OBH and the game was level going into the break. 
The second half was end to end. It came down to some superb play 
down the wing for OBH to score the final try and to come away victori-
ous.  

 
2nd XII v Holmwood House 
Due to the hard ground, this fixture had to be played as a non-contact 
format. The game was no less competitive, or rewarding as a result of 
this change, and in fact, proved a valuable experience and entertaining 
spectacle. Both teams did their utmost to move the ball forwards with 
everyone getting the chance to develop their running and passing skills. 
It was OBH who demonstrated more inventive lines or running, which 
enabled them to break the gain-line on many occasions. This opened up 
scoring opportunities and despite valiant efforts from the visitors, OBH 
were able to run in some impressive scores. However, the home side did 
find themselves off-side too often in this encounter and will need to be 
addressed as the season progresses. Nonetheless, they held solid  
defensive lines and made life difficult for Holmwood, when they tried to 
attack the OBH try-line.  
 
A solid victory for OBH in the end and well done, to the boys. 

 
 

U9 v South Lee 
 
OBH hosted South Lee on a lovely afternoon 
last Friday and both teams enjoyed a slightly 
frantic, but nonetheless, enjoyable game of 
hockey. Due to a slight miss-match in  
numbers, a few OBH boys kindly played for 
South Lee. This meant everyone could get 
involved and spend much more time on the 
pitch trying to develop their skills. This  
experience was a huge learning curve for 
the youngest players but everyone was keen 
to get the ball and move it forwards to the 
best of their ability. At this early stage there 
was invariably a lot of bunching together 
and numerous players around the ball. The 
task now, will be to try to get more distance 
between players, and to hold better  
positions on the pitch, as we move forwards 
through the season. The only thing to  
separate the sides was one, stunning  
reverse hit from the opposition, which  
hurtled in to the goal and gave South Lee 
victory on this occasion. 

 
 

Hockey 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

Boys Sport 
 
U11 A v Holmwood House 
The unfortunate nature of the weather required the boys to use differ-
ent skills in order to exploit the space when playing tag rugby against a 
well-balanced side. Four quarters of ten minutes were played in which 
we began in a disorganised fashion. With team talks after each quarter 
the boys started to understand how to beat the opposition however it 
was not until the last quarter where all were focussed on the task of 
scoring three tries to win the game. Then came an outstanding try – the 
ball travelled from one side of the pitch to the other through the hands 
of several players before the space on the wing was exploited. Once the 
break had been made, a wonderful grubber kick propelled the ball for-
ward which was collected neatly on the third bounce behind the defen-
sive line before being carried over the try-line for a tremendous try. The 
boys were buoyant and all had self-belief to finish off the game with two 
further tries created by using the width and passing fluently down the 
line. Very well done to all the boys for a super comeback and keep sup-
porting one another for the duration of each game. 
 

U10A v Holmwood House 

This was an exciting match with great weather conditions. A toasty game 
in the 20’s however meant that the ground was too hard for traditional 
rugby on the Holmwood grounds and so our opposition elected to play 
touch as an alternative. In the first two 10 minute quarters OBH faced a 
very tough opposition, with Holmwood managing to outpace our  
defence and slip through an early first try. However the boys were not 
discouraged and quickly followed up with a try of their own thanks to 
some quick and aggressive play. As the teams were closely matched in 
skill, it became a back and forth between the two, which each try scored 
by OBH quickly matched by Holmwood and vice versa. The situation 
changed in the fourth half as Holmwood began to tire, and the boys use 
of space and some well-placed passes allowed them to begin to pull 
ahead. Eventuatlly a well-earned victory for OBH. 
 

U10B v Holmwood House 
The U10B opened their season with a pulsating, end-to-end match 
against Holmwood House. Due to the hard ground, the boys were  
playing tag rugby which suited their strengths of quick hands and feet. 
The boys used their speed to great effect, running straight and finding 
the space, and passing to teammates when required. The tries were 
shared around between the team and all the boys played their part in 
securing a narrow victory in a close yet high-scoring game.  

 
 

Half term Rugby Pro Camps 
Bury St Edmunds RFC 
 
Bury St Edmunds are holding a pro training   
camp on the Thursday 21st  and  Friday 
22nd October… this training camp is run as a  
professional team training day. The age 
range for this is 12 – 16 years old. 
  
The cost is £15 per day and takes place  
between 9.00 am – 5.00 pm both days.  
Please see the link below for payment  
options. 
  

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/

burystedmundsrufc/301089 

  

There will also be a rugby camp for 6 – 12 
year olds on the Monday to Wednesday of 
the same week if you have youngsters who 
are interested. 
  

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/

burystedmundsrufc/301088 

Rugby 
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