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That was the week that was!
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Headmaster’s blog…..
Dear Parents,

The children have enjoyed a fantastic week back at school and I share my thanks for them being so well prepared in
terms of uniform, excitement and most of all positivity. It has been a busy week welcoming new staff and many new
children. The welcome that all have received exemplifies the intrinsically generous and caring community that we
are all a part of.
The barbecue on Monday evening was very well attended and it was a pleasure to see so many of you there and the
children having lots of fun. It was the first of many events throughout the term and I look forward to welcoming you
to many of them, including the imminent curriculum evenings.
You will notice in the calendar that there are three new series of events that will take place throughout the year.
These are as follows; firstly, Academic Enrichment evenings where visiting teachers from senior schools will deliver
co-curricular, entertaining talks to our children. Both boarders and day children are welcome to attend and they will
be open to parents as well. Please do let Jo know if you are going to attend so that we can plan for numbers.
Secondly, we will welcome visiting senior school musicians who will play a variety of genre to inspire our children
and parents should you wish to be in the audience. Again, these will be evening week night events. Finally, on
Saturday in-weekend mornings, we have created a series of opportunities for parents to meet with senior school
registrars. Our first guest is Andy Shedden from Winchester. He will speak to individual parents or small groups. I
have had the pleasure of working with Andy for a number of years and he can offer great advice and support. Once
again, please do let Jo know if you would like to be involved so that we can create a timetable for the day. We will
continue to host our biennial senior school fair and this will next be held in November 2020. I truly hope that all
three initiatives will be a great success and run for many years to come.
There have been a considerable numbers of works over the summer months to improve the facilities for the
children. The Pre-Prep playground is now complete with the new tennis court, while new computers have appeared
throughout much of the school with phase 2 of our ICT overhaul now in progress. Work on what was the Old Gym is
due to finish over the weekend and very soon the children will be able to access the two new facilities. Former
Headmaster, Martin Ives, will visit later in the year to formally open ‘The Ives Studio’ (for drama and dance) and the
‘Rev. Phillips Music Centre’. Many will remember the significant contribution that Martin and Deborah Ives made to
OBH, while Rev. Phillips was HM for over 30 years transforming the school in terms of ambition and scale, and also
guiding the community through the challenges of the Great War. It is a privilege to be able to recognise the
importance of both in this way.
Development of these two spaces will continue in the months to come, but we want them used immediately which
will allow us to turn the existing music room into a Junior Games Room in advance of the nights drawing in. This will
complete the long term work we began a year ago with the re-establishment of the Library. With new carpet in
much of the Senior Boys House and a significant investment in new Dining Room servers, we continue to invest prudently to improve the school.
I do not doubt that you will have some very tired children this weekend and after the rock climbing, shooting, golf
lessons and more, we are planning a relaxing Sunday for the weekend boarding house when we return from church.
If you would like some weekend reading the new edition of Attain is available from the School Ooffice. A few
months ago OBH was invited to feature in Parliamentary Review, which is a magazine that highlights best practice
across sectors and age ranges. We were chosen as a school with a long track record of outstanding achievement. If
you would like a copy to read the article that we have contributed, please do collect one from the School Office or
from Pre-Prep. Our involvement is a mark of the esteem in which we are held across the UK.
I wish everyone a lovely weekend and lots of sleep.
Best wishes,
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Matters of the Moment

School Office

We are currently in the process of
recruiting a School Secretary and so in the
Reception through to Year 2 will be taking part in this challenge and vari- meantime if you have any queries please
ous tasks will be given to them by their form teachers which reflect the
email Jo Riddleston:
curriculum that the various year groups are studying. Once each child has Jo.riddleston@obh.co.uk
completed the first task they will then complete the task again at the
beginning of the second half of term and their progress will be plotted
and various scores will be given to each House for the progression that
they have made.

Whole School House Maths Challenge Week

Sals Shoes

Similarly Years 3-8 will perform a times tables test and their progression
through this term and the year be scored and points will be given to the
various Houses accordingly.
These tests will occur within their numeracy and mathematics’ lessons
throughout next week and then in the week after half term, as shown in
the calendar, resulting in the
presentation of the House Maths
Challenge Trophy. Any support you
can give to your child in learning their
tables will help them be more and
more confident in future years as they
are a fundamental part of the maths
curriculum.

Thank you to everyone who has donated
shoes to our appeal last term. We have
already collected over 60 pairs! All the
shoes will be sent to children around the
world who walk barefoot every day.

Good luck to all the children next
week.
RHM

For any parent who would like to donate
the collection will run until Friday 27th
September.
Collection bins will be placed in the PrePrep and the Covered Way.

OBH Eco-Committee
We are very excited to announce that we are setting up a School EcoCommittee this term. It will be made up of a volunteer from each form in
Years 5-8 and co-ordinated by Mr
Swiney and Mrs Jacklin.
The aim will be to raise awareness
about sustainability and environmental issues throughout the
School and to inspire positive
action.

All kinds of shoes are welcome but please
can they be:
Outgrown but not outworn
Clean
Without holes
Rubber banded in pairs
Thank you for your support!

We are keen for the children to
take the lead in coming up with
ideas of ways for the school to become more eco- friendly and for them
to help put those ideas into place.
We plan to work with the Eco Schools Organisation, an international
awards programme, with the aim of securing their green flag award.
Our first meeting takes place on Monday 9th September and we will be
giving regular updates in OBH Mail about our progress.
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Music Notes
Music Lessons
Instrumental and vocal lessons, as well as ensembles, will be starting
from next Monday. The first timetable of the year will be circulated
very soon. If any pupil would like to start a new instrument, there are
still spaces – please get in touch with Mr. Roberts if you are interested,
or would like a trial lesson.
Pupils are likely to be given practice diaries by their teachers. Whenever children practice, parents and guardians are asked to initial their
practice diaries, so that the teacher has a record, and can reward the
pupils with House points, giving an extra incentive to persevere.

Senior School Concert Series
This term sees the start of a programme of concerts by visiting
musicians from senior schools. This will be a chance for us all to see
the rewards of persistence and practice, and where our children may
be in a few years!
We are very excited to welcome musicians from The Leys, on
Wednesday, 18th September and from Uppingham, on Wednesday ,
6th November. Children and parents are most welcome to the Ives
Studio (formerly known as the Old Gym) for the recitals at 6.30pm.
Refreshments will be served.
We hope as many as possible of our musicians and their parents will
be able to come, for inspiration and maybe a vision of the future for
themselves.

Holiday News
During the Summer holidays Otis, Trixie and
Imogen set up a stall in Bildeston Square to
sell toys that they no longer required. They
raised an amazing £65! They have decided
that they will use part of the money to buy
litter pickers to clean up the local area. The
remainder of the money will go to Friends
of the Earth.
The group is planning to do another fundraiser soon.
Well done girls! A fantastic initiative.

Hunstanton Tennis
Tournament
Well done to Clemmie and Lucy who won
the U12 Girls Round Robin tournament and
another well done to Lucy who won the
U12’s Girls’ Singles tournament.
A great way to end the summer!

National Schools Equestrian Association
Would you like to join the OBH Equestrian Team?
We are seeking team members for the following competitions:
22nd September
Grassroots Showjumping (40cm – 1m) at Tendring
10th November
Grassroots Showjumping (40cm – 70cm) at Topthorn
24th November
Windsor Qualifiers Showjumping at Forest Edge
8th December
Grassroots Showjumping at Topthorn
To find out more, please contact Linda Williams:
linda.williams@obh.co.uk
It seems fitting to be promoting the OBH
Equestrian Team this weekend as Albie (Year 6)
rides at the first NSEA show jumping competition
of the year for OBH – Good Luck Albie at Forest
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The first week in Stable Yard…

A very warm welcome from the Middle School staff.
We hope you have all enjoyed a wonderful summer.
The children have all made a very encouraging start to the new
academic year; friendships are being formed and the teachers have
been awarding House points galore.

In our first assembly together, kindness was a key theme. We have
been delighted to see that this has been in evidence in all aspects of life
in the Middle School.
We were pleased to welcome the new children who have joined Years 3
and 4: Christopher, Sammy, Oliver, Ariane, Theo and Geordie.
We look forward to seeing you at our Curriculum Evening next
Thursday, where teachers will outline topics the children will be
studying throughout the year.
Please do let us know if you would like your child to stay for supper and
we can make the necessary arrangements.
We wish you a pleasant weekend after a fabulous first week back.

Mrs. Rice,and the Middle School Team
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Dear Parents,
I hope you had a good summer break. We cover a number of very relevant topics in this edition –
from the need to ensure there is enough space in family life through to how parents should measure
their child's success. I hope the excellent Ten golden rules for parents article will be useful for all new
joiners this September!
Our regular columnists – Julie Robinson, Tim Hands, Christopher King, Vivienne Durham and James
Priory – tackle a multitude of subjects in this issue from role models to partnerships, AI to vicarious
parental ambition – there's something for everyone.
I hope you find our Autumn issue useful .
With best wishes for the term ahead,

Matthew Smith
Editor, Attain
editor@attain.education

Copies available in Pre-Prep, Main Reception and the School Office
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Bus Routes September 2019
We are pleased to announce that our five new bus routes were launched this week:
Saffron Walden, Clare, Cavendish
Halstead, Sudbury, Long Melford, Lavenham
Great Horkesley, Nayland, Stoke By Nayland, Polstead, Boxford, Hadleigh
Ixworth, Bury St Edmunds, Sicklesmere
Claydon, Stowmarket, Needham Market, Barking, Wattisham, Nedging Tye, Bildeston
The full bus timetables including Saturday School morning shuttle can be found on the intranet

https://www.obh.co.uk/about-us/bus-routes/
Prices are £8.00 for a day return, or £5 one way. Journeys from Bildeston, Wattisham and Lavenham will be £4.00 each way.
To book a seat on a bus please contact busroutes@obh.co.uk and we ask for parents to provide 24 hours notice.

AM
Inc. Saturday Morning School

PM

Fridays Home
Weekends

Saffron Walden Tesco Superstore Bus Stop
Hempstead Bluebell Inn Bus Stops
Stoke By Clare The Lion Bus Stops
Clare Town Hall Bus Stops
Cavendish The George
Old Buckenham Hall

7.00
7.12
7.30
7.35
7.40
8.15

19.00
18.48
18.30
18.25
18.20
17.45

16.55
16.43
16.25
16.20
16.15
15.40

Halstead Sainsbury’s - Chapel Street Carpark
Bulmer Tye The Fox
Sudbury Sainsburys
Long Melford The Coop
Lavenham The Cock Inn
Old Buckenham Hall

7.09
7.20
7.33
7.47
8.00
8.15

18.51
18.40
18.27
18.13
18.00
17.45

16.46
16.35
16.22
16.08
15.55
15.40

Great Horkesley Village Store
Nayland Bear Street Bus Stops
Stoke By Nayland The Crown
Polstead Pond & White Street Green
Boxford The Fleece
Hadleigh Coop Car park
Old Buckenham Hall

7.16
7.21
7.26
7.32
7.42
7.54
8.15

18.44
18.39
18.34
18.28
18.18
18.06
17.45

16.39
16.34
16.29
16.23
16.13
16.01
15.40

Ixworth Village Hall
Bury St Edmunds Tesco Superstore Bus Stop
Sicklesmere Rushbrooke Arms Bus Stops
Cross Green
Old Buckenham Hall

7.25
7.42
7.50
7.58
8.15

18.39
18.22
18.10
18.02
17.45

16.34
16.17
16.05
15.57
15.40

Claydon Coop
Stowmarket Tesco Bus Stop
Needham Market The Swan High Street Bus
Stops
Barking Tye The Fox
Wattisham Airfield
Nedging Tye
Bildeston Clock Tower
Old Buckenham Hall

7.16
7.31
7.42
7.47
7.54
8.00
8.05
8.15

18.44
18.29
18.18
18.13
18.06
18.00
17.55
17.45

16.39
16.24
16.13
16.08
16.01
15.55
15.50
15.40

BUS ROUTES
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Boarding News this week….

Chess Activity

Welcome back to all the boarders and those that have entered the
boarding community for the first time. After a huge amount of work
beautifying the boarding houses we welcomed everyone back on
Monday evening with a BBQ and bouncy castle. The evening proved to
be very popular as children buzzed around, chatting about their
summers, re-acquainting themselves with old friends and meeting new
ones. We particularly welcome all our new boarders and hope they will
be very happy in our small community.
It has been great fun listening to all their wonderful holiday
experiences and seeing their bright and cheery faces that have greeted
the staff throughout the first week. Evening activities have seen
children swinging in Rory's Place, playing chess, hiding in Manhunt,
enjoying tuck and making the most of the last of the sunshine
Tennis lessons have begun and a range of activities have been designed
for the evening programme after supper. It has been wonderful to
hear and see the children engaging with one another and enjoying the
time that is spent within the boarding houses. Fire drills have been
walked through and support and guidance has been given by the more
experienced boarders and hence the spirit within the houses has been
very healthy.

Recommendations
Please could all boarders have an
appropriate reading book or
magazine to read that they can
keep in the
Boarding House. 10 minutes before the lights go out
the children will settle onto their beds so that they are
calming down in preparation for a good
night’s sleep. Please could we request
that your child is provided with a brush
or a comb if they do not already have
one.
We look forward to hosting birthday tea parties in the
coming weeks and throughout the year. Please do email the respective
House Parent (please see addresses below) if you wish to book a party
or if you have any questions or require information.
Thank you to all the boarders for a great start to the new term and we
hope that you enjoy all that you do throughout the year whilst boarding at OBH and develop your ability to be independent and confident in
your surroundings.
emma.easdale@obh.co.uk
tracey.thornton@obh.co.uk
rob.miller@obh.co.uk
Mark.warrington@obh.co.uk

Spero Houseparent
Girls’ Houseparent
Boys’ Houseparent
Weekend Boarding Houseparent
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Stars of the Week

Pre-Prep … Matters of the Moment
Welcome back!

Very well done to our first Stars of the
Week for this term:

We have had a wonderful start to the new academic year. The children
were so pleased to see each other and the staff and we have loved hearing
all about their holidays. Most children have had their ‘first day back’ photos in the front hall, but the wings will be up next week too - if you haven’t
made it there yet.

Dragonflies
Starlight
Rainbows
Sunbeams
Little Raindrops

Roseanna
Rory
Katarina
William
Teddy

We have 5 classes in the Pre-Prep this year:
Little Raindrops is the Nursery 1 class, with Mrs. Keeling
Sunbeams is the Nursery 2 class, with Mrs. Allen
Rainbows is our Reception class, with Mrs. Webster
Year 1 is now known as Starlight class with Miss Steers
Year 2 will continue as Mrs. Drake’s Dragonflies

What’s coming up?
We have some lovely Pre-Prep events this term, which I am sure are
already in your diaries.

Notices

th

The Macmillan Coffee afternoon on Friday 27 September at 2.30 pm. You
are invited to pick up your children at 2.30 pm and enjoy the stalls and
cakes run by the Year 2 children. The Piccolo Singers (our PP choir) will also
be singing a little something.
Cake donations would be hugely welcome –please pop them
in the Pre-Prep front hall the morning of the cake sale and
please remember we are a nut free school.
Many thanks in advance.

Pre-Prep Curriculum
Evening
We are looking forward to you joining us
on Monday 9th September for our PrePrep Curriculum Evening at 6.30pm, as
stated in the Key Dates. We apologise for
the incorrect time (6.00 pm) in the school
calendar.

Our annual Harvest Festival, on Friday 11th October will be in the Britten
Hall this year at 8.30am. We will be collecting donations for the Harvest
procession again this year, which will then be donated to the local food
bank. I will send out more details nearer the time.

There will be drinks and nibbles in the PrePrep front hall at 6.30 pm, then you will
be invited into your child's classroom for
an overview of the curriculum, daily
schedule and any other useful
We also have some trips coming up: Nursery are visiting Hollow Trees
Farm, Reception are having a very exciting BIG DAY IN and Year 1 and Year information.
2 and going to Layer Marney Towers. Individual staff will send out
information about those events.

Happy Birthday
We celebrated our first birthday of the year –
Happy Birthday to Edward, who turns 5 on
Saturday.

I hope you have a lovely weekend,
Camilla Webster

Nursery Trip to Hollow
Trees Farm

Nursery are very much looking forward to
their trip to Hollow Trees Farm on 25th
September. The trip will be taking place
within school hours and they will be taking
packed lunches. Depending on the
weather, please could children bring their
wellie boots, waterproofs and coats.
If you would like your child to attend the
trip, please could you email your
permission to Mrs Keeling
(laura.keeling@obh.co.uk) or Mrs Allen
(Samantha.allen@obh.co.uk).
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A Peek at our Week……………….
Little Raindrops and Sunbeams have had a fantastic
first week and have been playing 'Post Office' in the role
play corner. In literacy, we read 'The Kissing Hand’.
Chester Raccoon does not want to go to school. To help
ease Chester's fears, Mrs. Raccoon shares a family secret
called the Kissing Hand to give him the reassurance of
her love any time his world feels a little scary. The
children then enjoyed making 'Kissing Hand' Poems and
hand prints to send home to their loved ones.

Rainbow class have had a wonderful first week of fulltime school. We have been enjoying the continuous
provision on offer and started our topic about
'Ourselves and our families'. The children made
fantastic play dough self-portraits with natural materials
- the shell ears were my favourite.

Starlight class have had a wonderful week and have
settled into Year 1 beautifully. We have started our
English topic of 'Traditional Tales' and have focused on
the story of The Three Little Pigs. We have made piggy
homes, piggy puppets (complete with curly piggy tails)
and next week we are looking forward to making some
piggy inspired edible treats.

It has been wonderful having the children back and
hearing all their news. We have all enjoyed welcoming
Roseanna, who is a fabulous addition to the class.
Dragonflies have confidently got to grips with place
value in maths, impressing Mrs Barrett and myself
working with numbers into the thousands.
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From the Director of Sport…..

Swimming

What a busy start for the children, and that is exactly how it should be!
The Year 3, 4, 5 children and the swimming squad, have all been in action
this week; let’s hope the weather stays fair for the next four weeks!
Team games started in earnest with the girls being put through their
paces with fitness and stick and ball sessions on the astro, and the boys
had a visit from the Head for the East Region Rugby, Andy Wilesmith,
who was delighted with the standard of our boys and the coaches also.

It has been a brilliant week for swimming.
Years 3, 4 and 5 have all had a swimming
lesson during their PE lesson and a very
enthusiastic group of children from Years 6,
7 and 8 attended the first squad training of
the year. It has been wonderful to see so
many children enjoying their swimming.
Squad training takes place on a Thursday
evening, 6.30pm – 7.30pm. It is open to any
child in Years 6, 7 and 8 that would like to
have time in the water improving their
swimming fitness and technique.
For more information about the swim
squad, please contact Linda Williams:
linda.williams@obh.co.uk

Matches & Fixtures
Matches commence next Wednesday with a full fixture block against
Culford, South Lee and Moreton Hall and details of all teams will be sent
out on Monday after their games lessons. As always, it will take a few
weeks for the teams to settle down; the coaches will be working very
hard to assess the children, and allocate them to the various teams. We
will encourage movement between the teams throughout this term, and
we have spoken to all the children to ensure that they understand the
process. Please can I ask for your patience and understanding with this
matter.
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