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Headmaster’s blog…..   

 
 
 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
And there it is… the first half-term is now behind us! It has been a fantastic seven weeks from 
our initial welcome back barbeque straight through to the explosive Academic Enrichment  
Evening delivered by Rugby School on Monday and the quite brilliant Year 6 WW2 Creative  
Experience yesterday evening. The Dog Show was a real delight, while the opening of the Ives 
Studio has given us another great facility to use. Thank you from all of the staff for your support 
this half-term and I hope that everyone has a much deserved and lovely half-term break. School 
resumes at the usual time on Monday, 4th November and I hope that all will come back rested 
and with some beautiful Christmas Card design entries.  
 
Very best wishes to all, 
 
Kind regards, 
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Matters of the Moment…… 
 

 
Shoebox Appeal 

We will again be supporting TEECH Christmas Shoebox Appeal this year.   
Details are attached with this obh mail and all shoeboxes should be  
delivered to the School Office by 25th November. 
 
Many thanks 
 

 
 
 

Roll Up, Roll Up….  
The Circus is Coming to Town…….. 
Saturday 7th December 
 
We are excited to announce that the Circus is coming to OBH for a very 
special night on Saturday 7th December.  The event is open to all pupils in 
the Prep school. Pupils are invited to arrive at 3.30pm on Saturday and 
are to be collected at 9.30am on Sunday morning. 
 
The evening will start with a sensational Circus Show; the pupils will then 
hone their circus skills in workshops which include juggling, acrobatics, 
the trapeze, unicycling and many more surprises. The cost of £45 also 
includes Saturday night, a comfy night’s boarding and a delicious cooked 
breakfast on Sunday morning. 

We are delighted that we will be  
exhibiting at this year’s Independent 
Schools Show, Stand number 151.  
 
The Independent Schools Show brings 
together the leading schools, the  
brightest thinkers and the most respected 
heads in independent education.  
 
Throughout the day, there will be talks in 
the education theatres from expert 
speakers  and the show is an ideal  
opportunity for OBH parents to talk  
informally to senior schools and for  
prospective parents to come and talk to 
us! 
 
We have tickets to give to families. If you, 
or any family you know are interested in 
attending the event please contact Becky 
or go to  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
independent-schools-show-2019-tickets-
52442181978?aff=exhibitors.  
 
Anyone wishing to purchase a premium 
ticket can use the code VIPguest for a 
50% discount. 
 
To find out all about the schools  

exhibiting this year please visit: 

 

[http://schoolsshow.co.uk/schools]. 

 
 
 
 
 

9 November 10.00—17.00 
10 November 10.30—16.30 
Battersea Evolution,  
London SW8 4NW 
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The OBH Way 
 
Over the last few weeks, the pupils and staff have been discussing what our key values at school should be. We then 
assembled ‘The OBH Way’: a list of six values with other virtues linked to them. Our values are: Courage, Kindness, 
Pride, Respect, Responsibility and Community.  
 
In Monday morning’s assembly, Mr Auld, with help from the Head Boy and Girl, the Deputy Head Boy and Girl, the 
four House Captains and the Heads of Boarding, launched The OBH Way by suggesting ways we could implement all 
six of these values into our daily lives at school.  
 
Linked to this, the form teachers chose one member of each year group to be invited to The Top Table, a new  
introduction which will happen twice a term. This was for pupils whom the staff felt had displayed the above  
qualities to an impressive level this term. The invitations went to: Freya H, Ariane DR, Hugo F, Johnny S-S, Megan F 
and Ned F, and they enjoyed a scrumptious lunch in the company of the Headmaster.        
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News from Stable Yard… 
 

It hardly seems possible that we are already at half term. The children 
have been working incredibly hard and have thoroughly enjoyed their 
time inside and outside the classroom.  
 

This week, the children in Year 3 have produced the most amazing 
pieces of poetry, based on their research of Stonehenge. We have been 
so impressed with the quality of their ideas and the imagery they have 
used to ‘paint a picture’ with words. 
 

Year 4 have moved on from last week’s Iron Man debate to becoming 
full blown engineers! Nobody knew where the Iron Man had come 
from, where or why he was made? However, Year 4 worked 
collaboratively to design and build two of their own Iron Men. We will 
use the experience to practise writing instructions. Using recycled 
items, pva glue and trusted sellotape, the children impressed.  
 

It is always rewarding to see the children immersing themselves in the 
extra clubs and activities on offer; the Samba Band is very popular on a 
Tuesday lunchtime. George in 3LL had the lovely idea of decorating 
stones and hiding them in the gardens for an enjoyable playtime treat. 
Many of the children like to spend a cosy time, snuggled in the Library 
with a good book. The children’s sports coaches were impressed with 
their manners and efforts in last week’s fixtures and the Informal 
Concert was delightful; the performances were captivating and the 
confidence levels were sky high. 
 

The next half of term, in the lead up to Christmas, promises to be very 
exciting. In the meantime, we wish you all a restful holiday with your 
families. 

 

Mrs Rice, Mrs Lee, Mr Gillott, Mr Pascalides  
&  the Middle School team 
 

Year 3 & 4 Girls’ Hockey Games Kit 
Please can all Year 3 & 4 girls return to school after half-term ready to 
play hockey. You will need to ensure you have a stick, shin pads and a 
mouth guard. Astroturf shoes would be preferable too, if you have 
them. 
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Year 6  
WW2 Creative Time-Travel Experience 
 

On Thursday afternoon Year 6 pupils offered their parents an informal 

WW2 presentation. With half-term looming, we thought it would be a 

nice idea to share what we had been doing in the English classrooms 

over the past two months. We try to make English both organic and 

cross-curricular. Our thematic thread this term has been life on the 

Home Front in WW2.  

A large display board showcased children’s artwork, poetry, postcards 

and prose. In addition, parents had the opportunity to hear some of 

the poems and stories which pupils had written, as well as some 

‘postcards from the edge’.  

In addition, Mrs Powell introduced some Home Front scenes which 

pupils created in Year 6 Drama lessons, while Mr Roberts brought the 

presentation to an end with a WW2 song (We'll Meet Again) which was 

sung by the pupils and then the audience joined in too. 

Although individual creative talent was evident, this was a collective 

Year 6 offering. Hopefully, the past seven weeks has demonstrated to 

pupils the cross-curricular nature of English, in which Reading, Writing, 

Drama, Music, History, Art and Design can all connect in interesting, 

creative ways. My thanks to my Year 6 co-worker, Mrs Rice, and to Mrs 

Powell and Mr Roberts for joining in the WW2 spirit! 

 
This year’s CATs (Cognitive Ability Tests) for 
children in Years 3-8 will be taking place 
throughout the first week after half-term.  
 
These are diagnostic assessments designed 
to help pupils and their teachers under-
stand how they learn and what their  
academic potential might be. They assess 
how pupils think in areas that are known to 
make a difference to learning.  
 
This year, we will be using the online  
method which will provide us with the 
feedback much more speedily. We shall 
send out a letter after half-term explaining 
how to obtain the results 
 

 

CATs:  Years 3—8 
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Creative Writing  
 

Year 8 Set 1 played the button jar game this week, which 
involves choosing a button and creating a fictional character 
from it. Here is Iona's story  

Coming home for Christmas 
By Iona Year 8 

It was a glorious day and I was on my way back home from 
boarding school. I had enjoyed a brilliant start to the year: I 
had top grades and lots of friends. I could not wait to see my 
mother. As for my father, I had never met him. All I knew 
was that he was killed fighting for ‘king and country’ in  
December 1914 in the trenches of the Great War. 
 
The carriage pulled up the drive. It was nearly Christmas and 
this weekend we were going to be putting up the tree and 
decorating it. Mother and I had never decorated the tree 
together. Christmas had been a sad place in the Alexander 
household for thirteen years. In many children’s books you 
read about families decorating their trees together. If only 
Father was still alive, that could have been us: the ‘happy 
family’. Many people just take all of this for granted. Many 
people are fortunate that they have a mother and father. In 
my world that would be a fairy tale. My mother said that the 
decorations were in the attic. 
 
The attic was cold and dusty. You could hear mice scurrying 
across the old wooden floorboards. Gusts of wind would 
creep up on you. There it was: the trench coat in which my 
father had served proudly, hanging in honour. I felt a shiver 
as I touched it. There was a button missing. If only that bullet 
had not met him. I took the coat off the hook. I could picture 
him marching through the poppies in Flanders Fields. I 
reached into the deep pocket and pulled out an old letter. 
 
Dear Almeria, today I will be going over the top. Who knows 
if I will make it out. Only God knows. Hopefully the Great 
War will end, and I can come home and start a family with 
you, my beautiful wife. Then we can celebrate Christmas 
with the children we have always talked about. I miss you 
dearly, my sweet Almeria. If only I could see you now, that 

would be a winter wonderland. The bell has gone. We 

are going over the top. Stay safe and look after 

yourself.  David xxxxx. 

 
Tears met my eyes. I stared at my father’s coat. It was al-
most as if he was there. Yet he died unaware that he had his 
own son, the family he had written in hope about. Father 
had died at Christmas time. However, we could not live in 
the past forever. The box of decorations beside me was the 
future. Mother and I had the opportunity to write a new 
chapter. This December, Christmas was coming home. 

In Year 5 Set 1 we have been writing stories about a 
mysterious attic which is out of bounds. Here is 
Charlie’s version. 
 

The Attic  
By Charlie Year 5 

I had never been to Scotland before. When I 
thought of Scotland, I imagined bad weather, steep 
hills, lochs and castles. And small stone cottages, 
like the one we were staying in. It was at the top of 
a hill, looking down on a forest of pine trees. There 
was a tiny village a couple of miles away. However, 
the cottage was alone. Isolated. 
 
My parents and my two brothers, Ben and Josh, 
were taking our dog Monty out for a walk. He had 
been stuck in the back of the Range Rover all day. I 
was staying at the cottage in order to finish my 
book, Where the World Ends. As Mum went out the 
front door she turned around and said, “Do not go 
up into the attic, Charlie. Otherwise, you will be 
grounded for a week.” I nodded and agreed. 
 
It only took me a few minutes to finish the book, 
after which I decided to explore. I started down-
stairs. There was an old table in the kitchen with a 
vase of dead flowers which had shrivelled up. I 
went into the living room where there was a crook-
ed sofa. The springs had gone and one of the legs 
was missing. Upstairs there were three bedrooms. 
Ben and Josh were sharing one. One of them would 
have to sleep on the floor. 
 
Outside, the grass was above my knees, almost like 
a jungle. There were a couple of garden gnomes in 
kilts. I had explored everywhere. Then I suddenly 
remembered the attic. Why had Mum told me not 
to go up there? To find out why, I was going to 
break my word. 
 
Up on the landing there was a folding retractable 
ladder. I jumped up but I could not reach the hook. 
I got a chair from downstairs, stood on it and pulled 
the ladder down. I took a torch from my rucksack 
and climbed up. I pulled the two bolts back from either 

side and pulled the trapdoor down. 

 
I stuck my head up and peeked around, shining the 
torch all around. I could see a small object under a 
tarpaulin. There were small creepy dolls on a dusty 
shelf. They were staring at me. I was wondering 
what was under the sheet. I pulled it off. There was 
a chest. Did it contain treasures or curses? Or might 
it simply be empty? Was it worth the risk or not?  
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House Charities 
 
Jupiter, Mars, Mercury and Saturn have been busy discussing and deciding which charities they would like 
to support this academic year.  The children have made lots of suggestions and with so many worthy  
causes, it has been a difficult decision. We are delighted to announce the following:  

  
Jupiter 
East Anglian Children’s Hospices (EACH)  
EACH support families and care for children and young people with life-threatening  
conditions across Suffolk, Essex, Norfolk and Cambridgeshire. 
 
 
 

Mars 
The Stowmarket Foodbank  
The Stowmarket and Area Foodbank was launched in 2012 to provide individuals and families from Stowmarket and 
the surrounding areas who are in crisis with emergency food parcels. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mercury 
Over the Rainbow 
 
Over The Rainbow Children’s Charity supports families with children who are 
living with a serious illness or disability. Their aim is to offer some financial  
support to enable the child to receive specialist equipment to improve their 
daily living or to provide fun days out to bring back a missing smile.   

 

Saturn 
Riding for the Disabled 

 
RDA’s horses and ponies provide therapy and fun to adults and children with  
disabilities. We are supporting the local group in Shelley. 

 
 
 
 

Each House will hold a fundraising day for their charity, beginning with Mars today. 
They have lots of exciting plans with all sorts of fun ideas for raising money!  
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Academic Enrichment…….. 
 

The Magic of Chemistry  
with Dr. Mike Thompson, Rugby School 
On Monday evening the boarders were treated to a ‘Magic of  
Chemistry’ academic enrichment talk by Dr. Mike Thompson, Head of 
Science at Rugby School. The children were amazed to see the wonders 
of chemistry come alive using exciting experiments. They were shown 
how to write secret messages that can only be read using sodium  
hydroxide and how to create fire in the jungle when resources are low.  
They also saw the effect of acids and alkalis on the universal indicator 
with a wonderful rainbow fizz. Flame tests were used to explain the 
chemistry of fireworks, and a flash paper mouse was greeted with much 
excitement as it was seen flying across the table on fire. Everyone in 

attendance thoroughly enjoyed 
the lecture and learnt lots about 
the wonders of chemistry. 
 
Thank you to Dr. Thompson for 
coming along to deliver this  
exciting evening of science.  
 

It is that most wonderful time of the year again: the 2019 OBH  
Christmas Card Competition! Over half term I would like the children 
from Nursery to Year 8 to get involved and submit their artwork for this 
exciting competition.  Last year we had some wonderful designs and 
this year I am hoping to see many more excellent ideas.  There are priz-
es for the winners in each year group and the overall winner will have 
their card as the official OBH Christmas Card 2019.  Form/Class teachers 
will have handed out copies of the proforma at sign out, but in case of 
incidents and accidents, an electronic copy is attached to this week’s 
obh mail.  Please can you encourage your children to use sketching 
lines, colour, shade or cross-hatch neatly and also to name their work. 
Please avoid collage and felt tip pens as they do not tend to print well, 
optionally, black fine liner can be used for outlines.  
Rules for entry: 
1. The winner will receive a prize and their work will be printed as the 
official OBH Christmas Card! 
2. Double House points for entry and prizes for the best card in each 
year group. You can submit more than one design. 
3. Your work must be completed from now until half term and handed 
in to your form/class teacher at registration on Monday 4th November.  

 
Good luck to all and I look forward to seeing your children’s wonderful 
work. 
 
Mrs Bolton 

Uppingham Big Band Concert 
Wednesday 6th November in 
The Ives Studio 
Our second senior schools’ concert of term 
will star the Big Band from Uppingham 
School.  This superb group will play some of 
their concert showpieces, and members of 
the group will play solos.  All pupils and 
their families are very welcome, especially 
those learning or thinking of learning a mu-
sical instrument.  It will be in the Ives Studio 
at 6.30pm on Wednesday 6th November. 
 
 

Informal Concert 
The first informal concert of term took 

place in the Ives Studio last Friday, and fea-

tured a mix of beginners taking their first 

performance steps and more experienced 

performers showcasing more advanced 

pieces, and trying out pieces for forthcom-

ing music exams.  The splendid acoustic of 

the studio and the appreciative audience of 

families and peers inspired the children to 

play and sing beautifully.  The standard of 

all the performances was very high, and 

everyone enjoyed the afternoon’s music-

making. 

Music Notes 

2019 
Christmas Card 

Competition 
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Boarding……….. 
 
Boys’ & Girls’ Houses 
 
The final week before half term has brought much celebration due to, 
of course, two birthday parties and fun and games in the boarding 
houses.  
 
The first of these parties came on Tuesday evening as Sophie 
 celebrated her 11th birthday with her friends enjoying a scrummy  
chocolate cake and a rousing rendition of Happy Birthday. Lily, for her 
13th birthday, then partied the evening away with the Year 8 boarders 
on Wednesday in the Drawing Room. Although her birthday fell on the 
next day, other events such as the Prefects’ supper on Thursday  
enabled her and others to attend each function. Following these  
gatherings were evening activities with excellent science talks from 
Rugby School on Monday evening, Extreme Tower building on Wednes-
day with Ned raising the bar with 77 blocks, and then dorm prize win-
ners enjoying extra treats at supper on Thursday. Finally, the games 
resumed upstairs with some musical statues in Spero and the half term 
challenge in the Boys House. 
 
 
Having come to the end of the first half of term, we would like to thank 
the matrons, kitchen staff and maintenance team for all their assis-
tance in the boarding houses. Without them the children would not 
have been able to enjoy the many celebrations and events that have 
been fulfilling within Spero and the Girls and Boys senior Boarding 
Houses. It has also been a pleasure to be part of these areas of these 
communities and thanks must go to the boys and girls for all of their 
teamwork and support for not only each other but the staff as well. 
Thank you all for your efforts and enjoy a well-earned rest. 
 

 

Trick or Treat  
& Halloween Games 
At the beginning of the second half of term 
the boarders will require fancy dress to 
enter our Terrifying Trick or Treat Quiz  
before Haunting Halloween games are 
played in the dining room. Prizes will be 
awarded so all boarders should keep hold 
of all their spooky costumes from half-term 
and reappear frightfully on Monday  4th 
November. 
 
 

 
Roll up, roll up …. 
The Circus is coming to 
OBH 

 
The Circus comes to OBH on Saturday 7th 
December and if you wish to book in for the 
afternoon and evening then please see the 
details on the attached invitation.  It  
promises to be a totally tumbling,  
tantalising, magical weekend with the 
chance to show off your wonderful  
costumes, juggling skills and much, much, 

Events to come 
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Roll up, Roll up, The Circus is coming to OBH 

 

Watch the show—then give it a go…! 

 

SATURDAY 7th DECEMBER FROM 3.30 PM 

 

(Collect 9.30 am Sunday) 

 

rsvp:  emma.easdale@obh.co.uk 

A NIGHT AT THE CIRCUS 
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Weekend Boarders 
 
On Friday night the Weekend Boarders set to work creating their own 
supper, we made pizza dough from scratch and then created pizzas and 
pizza pies, everyone demonstrated great art and flare for their own 
pizza, and all looked and tasted amazing.  It was a messy but fun  
evening, and everyone got stuck in and their hands covered in 
dough.  Covered in flour it seemed like a good idea to have early baths 
and change into PJ’s, we spent the evening in the Common Room  
playing games, the old favorite of Snakes & Ladders came out but we 
also managed a jigsaw after some excellent teamwork.   
 
On Saturday we had a lovely full cooked English breakfast before we 
set out for Easton Park Farm.  The weather was not going to be good to 
us, but we decided to plough on through and enjoy all the  
activities.  We met and fed goats, chickens, horses, pigs, and held the 
bunny rabbits.  It was then time for a ride on the horse and cart around 
the farm, and lunch.  Afterwards we burnt off some energy at the  
adventure playground and a ride on the farm train.  Finally, we met the 
donkeys and a horse owned by the Queen,  before setting off to  
Southwold Pier.   
 

The rain kept on trying to dampen our spirits, but 
with so much to entertain we hit the Pier.  A few 
pennies were lost in the arcade before some shop-
ping in the gift shop, and the weird and wonderful 
machines and experiences of the Under The Pier 
Show.  The children enjoyed the most unique seaside 
games, along with the wonky mirrors and finally we 
decided that a trip to the beach was not complete 
without an ice-cream, even in the rain.  Back to OBH 

for a hot supper, followed by ping-pong, pool and we even started to 
think about and sing some songs for the Christmas Fireside evening. 
 
On Sunday we attended Church at Thorpe Morieux, it was the Rev. 
Donna’s last service with us.  She has been so kind and inclusive with 
the children, who have thrilled in the participation sermons.  We would 
like to wish her our very warmest wishes as she returns to her own 
Parish in Ipswich, we will think of her often and continue to sing the 
children’s song that she taught us.  After the service the children served 
the refreshments and cakes that we brought from OBH.  Back to OBH 
to change into home clothes and a good run around the grounds be-
fore lunch.  Thankfully the rain had stopped so we headed to the ad-
venture playground and trampoline before tucking into chicken fajitas 
followed by waffles for pudding.  Next stop a trip to Bury St  
Edmunds and a bit of shopping.  We headed to our favorite shops,  
including Waterstones, always a popular stop, before going to the  
cinema to see Abominable, we won’t spoil the ending but thankfully it 
does have a happy one. We jumped into the minibus to return to OBH 
and a quick game of dodgeball before stroganoff and rice for supper 
and sponge pudding with caramel sauce.  Just enough time for some 
relaxing in the Common Room and then baths and beds.   
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Pre-Prep … Matters of the Moment  
A Peek at our Week………………. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Sunbeams and Little Raindrops news this week...  
Nursery have been having lots of spooky fun with a vari-
ety of pumpkin themed activities. They enjoyed explor-
ing the texture of the pumpkin gloop and used great 
descriptive language.  They have been using their fine 
motor skills to hammer the golf tees into the big and 
small pumpkins. There has also been fabulous  
imaginative play at the magical potion and monster 
 cupcake station. 

Rainbow class have been focussing on the digraph ‘sh’ 
this week. We have included word building, sound 
swapping and thoroughly enjoyed the story of ‘The Elves 
and the Shoemaker’ – especially the role play shoe 
shop! We experimented with different materials to see 
which would make the best shoe and we even themed 
our end of day stories - we read ‘Sharing a shell’, 
‘Hooray for fish’ and ‘One fish Two fish’!  

Starlights have not seemed to notice that it is the end 
of the first half of term;  they are still full of energy and 
raring to go. There has been lots of fabulous learning 
but we have particularly enjoyed phonics this week. We 
have played lots of games including splat and car park 
phonics. The children are developing their cursive 
handwriting too- it is rather impressive!  

Dragonflies have been working hard on 10 more and 10 
less in maths and enjoyed a fun game getting 10  
passengers on and off a bus! In English the class have 
been learning about the difference between fiction and 
non-fiction books and have been able to research lots of 
facts about different breeds of dogs. 

Stars of the Week 

Very well done to our Stars of the Week :   
 
 

Dragonflies  Rufus 
Starlight  James 
Rainbows  Harriet 
Sunbeams &   Jasper 
Little Raindrops   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We celebrated all our Half Term Birthdays 
this week with Logan and Nixon being in 
assembly for their candles on Monday. We 
also wish Daisy, Hettie, Sam and Mabel a 
very Happy Birthday for the holiday.  

Happy Birthday! 
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This week in Pre-Prep….. 
 

 
 

Harvest Donations 
Many thanks to everyone who donated  
towards the Harvest Procession. The  
donations weighed in at a huge 45kg and 
taken to the foodbank. The village send 
their appreciation to everyone.  
 
 

Parent’s Activity morning 
The first Friday after half term, we have our 
Parent’s Activity morning. There will be tea, 
coffee and pastries in the front hall at drop-
off, then you are invited to join your child in 
their classroom for some exciting recycling 
themed crafts and activities.  
 
 

Parent’s Evenings 
On Monday 11th and Tuesday 12th  
November, we have our Parents’ Meetings, 
from 3.50pm – 5.30pm. After half term, 
there will be sign-up sheets in the Pre-Prep 
front hall. Please do sign up for a time to 
meet with your child’s class teacher. Many 
thanks. 
 
 
I hope you have a super Half Term. 
 
Camilla Webster 

Notices 

mailto:registrar@obh.co.uk


 

 Old Buckenham Hall 
 Brettenham, Suffolk, IP7 7PH  |  t: 01449 740252  |  e: admissions@obh.co.uk 

www.obh.co.uk 

obh mail 
From the Director of Sport….. 

 
 

Girls Sport 
 
 

Hockey 
 
 
1st VII IAPS Tournament 

It was a grey and wet start to the IAPS tournament on Wednesday, but 
the girls were in good spirits and eager to make their mark on what was 
going to be a tough group. Kingshott School were first, and their  
physicality and persistence paid off when they scored late on in the 
game. It did not help that we scored two own goals in that game, but we 
do not talk about that! Town Close was next, and the game could have 
gone either way, 0-0 at the end with Greshams to follow. This was anoth-
er tight game, but OBH had the better of the chances although we could 
not convert them; another 0-0. After a long break, we faced our local 
rivals Framlingham Prep, and this was a real cracker. Despite conceding 
three early goals, the OBH girls came fighting back to score twice in the 
dying minutes, what a shame it was not a full game! We finished 3rd in 
our group, which put us into a quarter-final against St Johns. After the 
efforts of the group stages, there was not much left in the tank, and  
although this was a game we could have won, it just was not meant to 
be. The girls should be hugely proud of their efforts; they worked hard all 
day. 
 
 
 

2nd VII v Orwell Park  
In what was likely to be a strongly contested fixture, the girls did not 
disappoint from either team. The action was end to end with OBH strong 
on both attack and defence. After a few chances the ball was slotted 
home to go 1-0 up. With 5 minutes until half time, Orwell pressed hard 
on the attack and had numerous chances, which our goal-keeper  
managed to save time and again. After half time, Orwell again pushed 
from the offset and were soon in our defensive D. Our girls worked so 
hard to keep them at bay but a great strike from Orwell levelled the 
score. The ball was moving with great pace and our defence worked so 
hard to keep Orwell at bay in the second half and the final score was a 
hard-fought 1-1 draw.  

 

Year 3 & 4 Girls 
Hockey Kit 
 
Please can all Year 3 & 4 girls return to 
school after half-term ready to play hockey. 
You will need to ensure you have a stick, 
shin pads and a mouth guard. Astroturf 
shoes would be preferable too, if you have 
them. 

www.obh.co.uk 

Year 3 & 4 Hockey 
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Hockey 
 
U11A & B v Orwell Park & Barnardiston  

On Wednesday the U11s travelled to Orwell Park to play in a triangular of mini 
matches against Orwell Park and Barnardiston. 
 
The A team played Orwell Park As and narrowly lost 1-2; scoring from a fabulous 
penalty corner. Next up were Orwell Park Bs who we beat convincingly 4-0 in just 
10 minutes. And finally we played Barnardiston As who we also lost narrowly 1-2 
to. Some great hockey was played and the team improved as the afternoon went 
on. They continue to impress and are going from strength to strength. 
 
The B team played Orwell Park Bs and fought well to draw 0-0. They then went 
on to play Orwell Park C team who they also drew with, only this time 1-1. The 
team created lots of shooting opportunities for themselves in this match and put 
the Orwell Park defence under great pressure. Unfortunately they were just not 
able to get the goals in on this occasion. A great effort with lots of promise on 
display. 

 
U11C Quadrangular at Orwell Park 
Despite losing their first match 3-0 to Orwell Park C team, the OBH C’s took time 
to find their feet while getting to know new player combinations. However, the 
second match against Barnardiston Hall saw OBH C’s reading well off of each 
other and kept the ball wide when necessary. They ended this next match with a 
loss (1-0) although a draw was within reach had it not been for the short match 
timings.  
 
The final match against Orwell Park D team saw OBH C’s showing positive  
aggression while making some sharp successful passes down the pitch. Those in 
defence mirrored the actions of our OBH goalie and prevented many of Orwell 
Park D’s shots from being successful. The highlight of the match has to have been 
a goal scored by the OBH C’s which resulted in a 1-1 draw. 
 
Overall it was a very positive fixture with many lessons learnt along the way.  

 
Netball 
U9A v Orwell Park & Framlingham Prep  
On Friday the U9s played netball against two strong teams in Orwell Park 
and Framlingham Prep. It was a Home Weekend and the wind was up; so 
too was the excitement. In the first match against Orwell Park, OBH  
struggled to pick up their opponents tightly enough in defence and to 
make progress towards the post to allow themselves shooting  
opportunities. This resulted in a 0-4 defeat. Going into the following 
match against Framlingham OBH continued to lack focus until after half-
time when they upped their game considerably; making some excellent 
interceptions which enabled them to draw the second half nil nil.  
Unfortunately it was not quite enough as Framlingham had already put 
three goals in during the first half. Hopefully the team will play a more 
focused game next time. 

V  Framlingham Prep & Orwell Park 
 
The U9B team played remarkably well in 
their netball matches. Their first match was 
against Framlingham. This was an extremely 
even game where our girls fought super 
hard. Sadly we were beaten 1-0. Our second 
game was against Orwell Park. The girls 
played brilliantly and the game was yet 
again very close, but unfortunately, they lost 
3-0. The girls played amazingly, displayeing 
fabulous sportsmanship and should feel 
proud of themselves.  
 
 
 

 
 

V Framlingham Prep & Orwell Park 

OBH U9 C team welcomed Orwell Park and 
Framlingham Prep last Friday for a busy 
afternoon of netball. There were 9 teams 
playing and thankfully the rain held off to 
help the girls enjoy playing without getting 
wet! 
 
OBH played Orwell first, followed by  
Framlingham and started strongly in both 
matches, however the opposition 
was just a little to much for OBH who  
narrowly lost both matches. What was very 
pleasing to see was the improvement that 
this group of girls are making each week and 
I have no doubt they will record a win very 
soon. 

Netball: U9B 

Netball: U9C 
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Boys Sport 
 
1st XII v  Orwell Park 
OBH knew that this would be a tough fixture and were prepared to work 
hard in defence. During practice sessions this week the squad had been 
working on their defensive line with an emphasis on coming up quickly 
as one unit. This accompanied with low tackles was the aim for the  
defence today and they were tested straight away by a strong Orwell 
Park back line. The start of the game was dominated by the away team 
however, OBH worked hard to stop the ball from spreading wide. The 
boys were caught off guard when Orwell Park had numbers in attack and 
used this to their advantage to score a number of tries. OBH however, 
showed determination and fight scoring two well deserved tries before 
the break. At half time the score was 4-2 and all was to play for. The sec-
ond half started brightly for OBH with some superb running and quick 
offloading. The lack of support in attack though was an issue and at times 
the boys became isolated. This helped Orwell Park regain possession and 
move the ball quickly out to the wings to score a flurry of tries. The last 
play saw OBH push aggressively towards the try line and score the final 
try of the game. The score was 8-3 to Orwell Park. The boys can now 
have a good rest over half term before their next fixture. There is a lot to 
work on but they should be pleased with the progress they have made 
during the first half of the season. 

 
2nd XII v Orwell Park  
The teams were very evenly matched in this encounter. Both sides had 
some strong runners and some players who were quite new to the game. 
Orwell took control from the outset and scored early tries – assisted by 
some missed tackles! Nonetheless, OBH responded and soon got back in 
to the game with a few good tries of their own. They attacked with  
determined individual runs, and with one or two beautifully timed pass-
es. The home side had a solid 5 – 2 lead at the break. The second half 
was very much end to end rugby, with both teams breaking gain lines 
and showing a desire to run directly at their opponents. Both sides could 
have made better use of free support runners, and scoring opportunities 
were missed. That being said, tries came for both teams and it remained 
an exciting game to watch, with an uncertain outcome. To their credit, 
OBH finished the stronger team and put themselves in a position to  
secure a well-deserved victory. Certain areas of the game can be  
improved over the rest of the season but this was a pleasing way to go in 
to the half term break. 

 
 
 

U11A v Orwell Park  
& Barnardiston 
A splendid afternoon of rugby was watched 
by a decent crowd of excited parents. Our 
first game against Orwell was end to end. 
With Orwell putting the initial pressure on 
our line we played some wonderful passing 
rugby to get back down to their end and it 
was a break away try that gave us the lead 
at half-time. Tackles were being made and 
the rucking again was far more consistent in 
its execution allowing the game to flow well. 
Orwell unfortunately scored in the second 
half and the game came to an end.  
 
Having drawn the first game we were keen 
to stamp our authority on the next game 
and it was not long before tries were being 
scored on the flanks and the passing and 
handling made good in roads into the  
Barnardiston defence. This was a pleasing 
result with some well executed skills and 
great support play. Well done, to the all the 
boys and have a good rest before the  
second half of the season. 
 
 

U11B v Orwell Park 
The morning’s rain led to a lovely pitch to 
play on for our U11B team to take on the 
challenge of going up against Orwell Park. A 
fantastic game of rugby to watch with some 
amazing tries scored and some incredible 
tackles going in across the pitch. The  
opposition were incredibly strong, but at no 
point did our boys’ heads drop. They  
competed fiercely for every ball and ran 
their socks off and should be proud of the 
determination displayed. This was a  
fabulous learning experience for our boys 
and I know that they will build on this going 
into their next match. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations 
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Boys Sport 
 

Rugby 
U10A v Orwell Park & Barnardiston Hall 

This was a very enjoyable afternoon of rugby. We played Orwell Park first 
and this looked to be a very close match. Both teams were determined 
to play running rugby. Orwell started strongly, scoring two opening tries, 
but we came back to score three very good tries of our own. We  
conceded a rather soft try to go into half time tied at three tries apiece. 
After the break, the game continued at a fast pace but Orwell were just 
quicker to the breakdown, thus securing more possession. The game 
finished with Orwell wining by seven tries to four. 
 

Next we played Barnardiston determined to learn lessons from our  
previous match. We ran with determination and our passing and our 
communication was much better. The opposition had a couple of strong 
runners but we marked and tackled them out of the game. We ran out as 
winner by five tries to two. 
 

We made pleasing progress as a team over the course of the afternoon 
but there is still some work to do on our defensive skills. 
 

U10B v Orwell Park 
Even though we lost the match, I was delighted with the seven tries we 
scored. When we had the ball, we kept possession well and we have now 
started to ruck more effectively. We scored three tries in the first half 
with some good handling and effective running. Unfortunately, our  
tackling let us down as Orwell began to pick holes in the weaker parts of 
our defence. However, we kept going manfully and scored another four 
in the second half to round off an entertaining game of rugger. Well 
played all.   
 
 

Hockey 
U9A Tournament  
Framlingham Prep 
The one that got away should be the headline for the afternoon! 
 
The OBH boys were in great form, and our first match against Orwell 
Park was a hard-fought but dominant game for the boys. We could not 
get the ball across the line and it proved to be a crucial game! 0-0 against 
Orwell set us up against Framlingham Prep, and this time we strapped on 
our scoring boots, 2-0 against Framlingham meant all we had to do was 
draw or win against Culford School to win the title! Unfortunately, we 
could not get going and Culford had one attack which they scored from, 
leaving us losing out on goal difference to Orwell Park. Valuable lessons 
were learned here, but huge credit to the boys for playing some  
excellent hockey. 

 

U9B Tournament  
at Framlingham  
The U9B team deserve huge credit for their 
efforts at this tournament. They played four 
games on a busy afternoon of hockey and 
they battled hard against some good oppo-
nents. What was most impressive was their 
desire to win possession and ensure that 
their opponents had little opportunity to 
attack the goal. They were solid in defence, 
clearing the ‘D’ effectively with bold tackles 
and strong hits up-field. Mid-fielders also 
worked hard to move the ball forwards. 
OBH just needed to show a little more de-
termination when they found themselves in 
a position to attack and shoot at goal. 
They may have lost each game, but only by 
the narrowest of margins, and they can be 
very proud of the way they played and the 
improvements being shown. Well done, to 
the whole squad. 
 
 
 

U9C v Orwell Park  
& Framlingham Prep  
On Friday OBH played against both Orwell 
Park and Framlingham Prep. The first game 
against Orwell Park was a really good  
fixture. The OBH boys worked hard to keep 
possession and they moved the ball well 
down the wings. At the full time whistle the 
score finished 0-0. The next game for OBH 
against Framlingham was a tough game and 
the opposition dribbled well with the ball to 
get passed the OBH defence. This led to a 
couple of the well-executed goals by  
Framlingham who went on to win the game 
2-0.  

U9 hockey 
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