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That was the week that was! 
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Headmaster’s blog…..  

Dear Parents, 

What a joy many of us witnessed last night. The Year 5 and 6 production of Shakespeare Rocks 
was an extravaganza. The children performed with energy and while I didn’t expect them to get 
any louder when they performed their encore, they somehow managed it! My sincere thanks to 
Mrs Powell and all of the staff for their support and to the children for entertaining us so well. 

It brings to an end a very busy week and I felt fortunate that George and Archie in Year 3 were 
able to put me into the recovery position on Thursday morning as I felt utterly exhausted. I am 
pleased to report that it was just to demonstrate their new found skills, but it is good to know 
that I am in safe hands!  

It is hard to believe that we have just two weeks to go until the end of term. There is a huge 
amount still to go and with nativities and Carol Services ahead there remains much to look for-
ward to. This weekend I will be mostly writing reports and Christmas cards and trying to avoid 
starting on the Mince Pies too early! 

I wish everyone a happy weekend. 
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Matters of the Moment…… 

 

The Friends Christmas Fair  
Friday 6th December 
 
Roll up, Roll up for all the fun of the fair! 
The Friends have been extremely busy putting together another  
wonderful Christmas Fair.  Do come along and join the children to meet 
Father Christmas,  try your hand at a variety of fun stalls and maybe find 
one or two Christmas presents.  And…. Don’t forget to buy your raffle 
tickets for some amazing prizes…. £5.00 a strip.  Tickets available from 
Reception. 
 
 
 
 

Lighting of the OBH Christmas Tree 
Monday, 2nd December 5.30 pm 

We look forward to see you at our  Lighting of the Christmas tree with 
Carols from 5.30 pm on Monday 2nd December. We are very lucky to 
have some members of Long Melford Silver Band coming to play a few 
carols for us, while you all enjoy a mince pie and some mulled wine. We 
hope you will also join us in singing a few carols, as we turn on the lights 

for our lovely outdoor tree. We will gather just outside 
Main Reception on the front lawn, when Years 5-8 will 
join us at a slightly earlier finish time.  Please do bring a 
torch! 
 
The band are raising money for the East  
Anglian Air Ambulance this year, so even 
though we will be making a donation from 
the school, we have asked them to bring 
some donation boxes in case some of you  

                                would also like to donate to this most worthy cause. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Monday evening, we welcomed Mr. 
William Gunson from Oundle School to 
talk with the children as part of our  
academic enrichment programme. Mr. 
Gunson gave a fascinating and fun talk 
about Saxon English. He explained who 
the Saxons were, where they came from 
and gave examples of their language and 
their culture. He explained how Saxon 
English had evolved and how it shapes 
much of the language we use today. This 
was a really interactive presentation 
where the children were encouraged to 
try and speak in Ancient Saxon as well as 
identifying which words today have their 
origin in Saxon English. The children 
learned about the Saxon alphabet, pro-
nunciation as well as an important part of 
this country’s history. It was fascinating 
to hear how stories such as Beowulf  
inspired modern day fables such as Lord 
of The Rings. 
 
The children really enjoyed the talk and 
gave some very intelligent responses to 
some challenging questions. There were 
also links with their history curriculum as 
it would help them to understand a little 
more about Saxon England and the 
events of 1066. 
 
Our most grateful thanks go to  
Mr Gunson for delivering such an  
interesting presentation which kept both 
children and staff fascinated. 

 

Academic Enrichment 
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News from Stable Yard… 
 
As teachers, we always feel incredibly proud to award Star Writer and 
Well Done certificates in our Middle School assembly. This week we  
celebrated the success of: Kirsty, Teddi, Archie,  
 
On Wednesday, Year 3 came into school looking wonderfully smart in 
their Sunday Best, ready for our trip to Maynard Apple Orchards. Clive 
Williamson (OBH alumni) gave us a fascinating tour and the children 
found out about pasteurisation, bottling and labelling. They were treated 
to some delicious local apple juice and walked away with a lovely, juicy 
local apple…..well, the apples were so tempting, some were enjoyed 
there and then! 3CR and 3LL were wonderfully polite visitors and  
Mr Williamson was very impressed with the children’s engaging  
questions. Once again, they proved to be the best possible ambassadors. 
 

Over the last few weeks, Year 3 have had several  
interesting first aid sessions with their teachers and Mrs 
Easdale. All the children have produced informative  
information leaflets based on what they have learnt. 3LL 
were very keen to share their work and expertise with 
Mr Griffiths. They demonstrated the recovery position - 
on the Headmaster- with equal measures of skill and 
sensitivity. 

 
Please could we remind the children of the equipment that is required 
during lessons: this includes pencils, a rubber, a 30cm ruler and a pen. 
Thank you. 
 
We wish you all a restful weekend. 
Mrs Rice, Mrs Lee, Mr Pascalides, Mr Gillott and the Middle School team.  
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Shakespeare Rocks 

Prep school plays are best judged by 
two factors: the enthusiasm of the 
cast and the audience's reception. 
An eye-catching set and dazzling 
costumes are the icing on the cake, 
and in Shakespeare Rocks both the 
Globe set and the costumes were 
outstanding. However, the buzz of 
anticipation from the Year 5 and 6 

pupils was tangible yesterday afternoon as make-up was applied, hair 
coiffured, and costumes donned. Everyone was genuinely excited. 
School plays can be under-rehearsed or flogged to death, and it was 
clear that Mrs Powell had hit the perfect balance. The reaction from 
the audience also spoke volumes. This production was great fun, 
moved swiftly and seamlessly, and allowed each group to have their 
moment under the spotlight. We had the rap-style minstrels, the  
builders and painters, the hilarious men dressed as women, the equally 
funny women pretending to be men dressed as women, the fans and 
actors. There was a serious sub-plot of women being denied access to 
the stage - Virginia Woolf's powerful Shakespeare's sister polemic - but 
this show was about witty dialogue, catchy songs, some lovely solo 
singing and lots of fun. Watching the play yesterday evening reminded 
me of a swan. It glided gracefully and looked wonderful, but I know 
how much hard work went into it, unseen under the surface. School 
theatre should never be pretentious or stuffy, and it was wonderful to 
see the cast and audience sharing an hour of well-crafted, slightly 
tongue-in-cheek entertainment. 

Miss Holly has been working hard with an 
enthusiastic group of girls as part of the 
Dance activity on a Saturday afternoon. As 
last week marked the last of the sessions 
the group put a final showcase for their 
parents. The workshop style performance 
was full of exciting jumps, turns and even a 
parachute. They also presented choreo-
graphed routines to music from Aladdin, 
complete with magic lamp! A fantastic end 
to the term, well done to all the girls 
 involved.  
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Boarding……….. 

A wonderful week in the boarding 
houses has been highlighted by 
many different occasions. Last Friday 
night we began with the Year 7 boys 
helping Jiaqi to celebrate his 12th 
birthday. A gi-normous  
chocolate cake with plenty of  
trimmings was consumed with gusto 
after Pizza and nibbles had been 
feasted on. From here the boarders 

as per usual each evening, have taken part in the activities laid on by 
the staff, whether it be tennis lessons, board games, hamma beads, 
Drone club, arts and crafts, a variety of roaming games when  
conditions were conducive and, as happened on Monday evening,  
educational talks. This week Mr Gunson from Oundle entertain the 
children with Saxon English and how the Saxons shaped spoken English 
today. 
 

Further senior school enrichment activities were provided on  
Wednesday evening when senior girls and boys were entertained  
brilliantly when watching a performance of ‘Grease, The Musical’ at 
Culford School. All the boys and girls were amazed by the acting, stage 
presence of all taking part and the staging as well. During conversations 
at lunch the next day it was commented that it was easy to forget that 
they were at Culford as this production could have been on in a theatre 
in London. The boys and girls represented the school very well and 
were keen to offer their thanks by writing letters to the pupils and staff 
involved in the production. 
 

When talking of plays and musicals, we must remember the  
performance of ‘Shakespeare Rocks’ by Year 5 and 6 girls and boys who 
entertained their parents, grandparents and other family members and 
friends very well on Thursday night. It was a pleasure to watch pupils 
enjoying themselves on stage. With the end of the week in sight it was 
also important for the boarders in all three houses to think of skits, 
musical interludes and other specialities that they could perform at 
FIRESIDE on the last Thursday night of term. All have been encouraged 
to take part either by performing individually or in a group. Magic or 
Circus skills from the Open Boarding Weekend could be practiced in 
order to amaze the boarding house and duty staff. It promises to be 
great fun and we look forward to the vast array of entertainment on 
show. 
 

It is not too late to  book in for this razzle dazzle weekend!  Details  
below and attached poster: 
The Circus comes to OBH on Saturday 7th December and if you wish to 
book in for the afternoon and evening then please see the details on 
the attached invitation.  It promises to be a totally tumbling,  
tantalising, magical weekend with the chance to 
show off your wonderful costumes, juggling skills 
and much, much, more. 
emma.easdale@obh.co.uk 

tracey.thornton@obh.co.uk 

rob.miller@obh.co.uk 

 
 

 
 
 

Having fun! 
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Weekend Boarders 

  

On Saturday we changed into home clothes and headed straight in to 
Stowmarket for supper at the famous Best Burger, and they were really 
fantastic burgers, bacon & cheese was the most popular option but the 
side of jalapeno peppers were under debate!  We decided to postpone 
the crazy golf to another less wet weekend, so headed back to OBH to 
start on our Christmas Bauble making event.  Everyone began with a 
clear bauble and could design and create their own amazing Christmas 
creation.  We set up in the arts rooms and hunted around for suitable 
Christmassy decorations, there was some worry as it took at little time 
to locate the glitter, but once we did, everything and everyone was 
‘decorated’.  We certainly have a lot of creative talent and it was lovely 
to see the variety of ideas and designs.  It took some time to clear up 
and to wash the paint off ourselves before time for evening snack and 
some of Jiaqi’s chocolate birthday cake, another popular choice!  Baths 
and PJ’s before calls home and a well deserved good nights sleep.  
  
Sunday morning we tucked in to a lovely full English breakfast, then we 
were ready for our trip to Rattlesden Church for the Sunday ser-
vice.  We kept warm by singing as loud as we could before heading 
back to OBH for a roast lunch of beef and lamb.  
  
The highlight of the weekend was our trip to Bury St. Edmunds and the 
Christmas Market and of course our cinema trip to see Frozen 2.  Some 
of use were a little sad that it was not a sing-along version, we had to 
sing very quietly!   The Christmas Market was really busy and lots of 
stalls, we certainly got into the Christmas spirit.  Back to OBH and we 
collected our baubles from the Art Room and voted on the best  
design.  Over supper we worked on the words for the Boarders Fireside 
song, it is going to take a little time to translate and practice the words 
but we will make it!  Supper, baths and PJ’s and calls home before bed.   
  
We wish everyone a restful exeat.  
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Roll up, Roll up, The Circus is coming to OBH 

 

Watch the show—then give it a go…! 

 

SATURDAY 7th DECEMBER FROM 3.30 PM 

 

(Collect 9.30 am Sunday) 

 

rsvp:  emma.easdale@obh.co.uk 

A NIGHT AT THE CIRCUS 
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Pre-Prep … Matters of the Moment  
A Peek at our Week………………. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This week the Little Raindrops and Sunbeams have been 
having a sensory week that has been a discovery of all 
five senses. They have been exploring sensory bins filled 
with jingly bells, examining the smell of lavender and 
the feel of clay when making natural Christmas  
decorations. They have also excitedly been busy in the 
new sensory blackout tent which has been filled with 
wonderful lights and sensory toys.  

Rainbow class have been working hard on odd and even 
numbers – did you know that the Numicon even  
numbers are cool colours (blues and greens) and the 
odd numbers are warm colours (yellows and reds). 
Monty calls them the firey colours! The children  
discovered that adding together even numbers gives 
you an even number, but adding together odd numbers 
also magically gives you an even number. Crazy!  
 
 

Starlights have been busy rehearsing for our nativity 
next week. You are in for a real treat, we certainly have 
some budding actors and actresses in our year group. 
In between our rehearsals the class room has been a 
hive of activity we have been 'oa' word building,  
comparing numbers and amounts, baking and angel 
making. Phew, what a week!  

Dragonflies have been learning about Alexander Bell 
and had fun experimenting making their own  
telephones out of plastic cups and string. They observed 
that when the string was taut the sound waves travelled 
successfully to the other person. 
 
 

Stars of the Week 
Very well done to our Stars of the Week :   
 
 

Dragonflies  Giles 
Starlight  James 
Rainbows  Harriet 
Sunbeams &   Rosie 
Little Raindrops   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Happy Birthday to Gwen who turned 4 on 
Monday – thank you for the delicious cakes 
you brought in to share.  

Happy Birthday! 
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This week in Pre-Prep….. 
 

 
 

www.obh.co.uk 

 

 

Reception and Year 4 Angels! 
We had a real treat when Mrs Phillip’s 
brought some Year 4 children down to make 
Christmas angels with the Reception  
children. They all worked so nicely together 
and made some Pinterest worthy creations. 
They will be on display in the Pre-Prep front 
hall. 
 

Christmas is coming! 
Christmas is arriving in the Pre-Prep after 
school today. Many thanks to Mrs. Barrett 
who always goes above and beyond to  
create an amazing Christmas front hall. This 
year our theme is angels – all the children 
have made an angel which will hang angeli-
cally from branches on the ceiling. Please 
feel free to add your own angels 
(homemade or decorations) to our front hall 
over the coming fortnight, but do name 
your additions, so we can return them safely 
to you.  
 
 
Have a lovely weekend – we are all looking 
forward to seeing you all at the Nursery  
Nativity on Thursday and the Reception, 
Year 1, Year 2 Nativity  on Friday.  
 
 
Camilla Webster 
 

Christmas is on its way 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

Parents Match Saturday 7th December 

We are very much looking forward to hosting our termly set of Parents 
matches. In order for us to put the teams together, we will need you to 
email the staff below to book your place. We hope that as many of you 
as possible can play, please no ‘outside ringers’, just parents.  
Refreshments will be served throughout the afternoon. 
Girls U11 Hockey 1.30 pm-2.15 pm -  hannah.phillips@obh.co.uk 
Girls U13 Hockey 2.30 pm – 3.15 pm – nick.drake@obh.co.uk 
Boys U11 Football  1.30pm  rob.miller@obh.co.uk 
Boys U13 Football 1.30 pm  andrew.swiney@obh.co.uk 
 
 

Girls’ Sport:  Hockey 
U13A v Woodbridge 
We had played Woodbridge in a tournament at the beginning of the  
season and lost 3-0. The girls remembered how badly they played that 
day and were up for a battle! It was a clinical performance, scoring three 
goals in the first 20 minutes was exactly what we needed and at no point 
did they let up. It was the best performance of the term, fast-flowing, 
physical and skillful hockey, played with huge heart and determination. I 
am very proud of what the girls have achieved this season, only losing 
one dometic game and pulling off some fantastic wins. Huge congratula-
tions to all of the squad, just one more game to go, perhaps against the 
toughest opponents of all, or maybe not – the parents' matches! 
 

U13B v Woodbridge 
In our last match of the season, the girls set a cracking pace in the first 
third. The ball was flying end to end, and the girls pushed forward with 
purpose. The back stayed strong with Woodbridge pushing hard from 
the outset. Our goalkeeper kept us in the game, and made numerous 
exceptional saves. At the end of the 1st third, we were 1-0 down but had 
chances to equalize. In the next third OBH kept possession of the ball 
and used the wings to attack with some great passing and finally they 
were rewarded with a goal. In a tense final third, OBH kept pushing and 
attacking and it was on a counter-attack in the dying minutes of the 
game that Woodbridge scored to win 2-1. A tense, exciting and fast-
paced match the end what has been an outstanding season for the girls. 
With more wins, and matches drawn than losses, the girls deserve much 
praise indeed. A great season, well done. 
 

U11A v Moreton Hall 
On Wednesday the U11A team played against Moreton Hall as their last 
match of the season. This was a well matched fixture which was played 
in good spirits. During the first half OBH created plenty of attacking op-
portunities which resulted in shots on goal. However, the Moreton Hall 
defence stood strong and the score was nil nil at half time. In the second 
half OBH played with an increased intensity and fire in their bellies. They 
had the Moreton Hall defence working hard and with much  
determination managed to score two goals from open play. A great 
match to finish the season with. 

U9A v Culford 

On Friday the U9s travelled to Culford to 
play netball. Culford started incredibly 
strongly which threw the OBH team some-
what. After the first quarter they settled 
themselves into the match and improved 
their concentration. This created a much 
better contended second half of the match. 
However Culford’s early lead meant the final 
score was a 2-10 to them. 
 

U9B v Culford 
This team of Year 3 girls have had a great 
term of netball and Friday was no exception 
with an impressive match against Culford 
School.  OBH have been working hard on 
their shooting, which was obvious to see as 
they were rewarded with a 5-2 win. This was 
an outstanding performance which the girls 
thoroughly deserved and hopefully be full of 
confidence and self-belief in their final 
match of the term against Barnardiston Hall. 
 
 

 

U9C v Culford 
The U9C team played remarkably well in 
their Netball match against Culford last  
Friday. This was an extremely even game 
where our girls fought super hard. Sadly we 
were beaten 4-1, although the game was 
very close. The girls played amazingly,  
displayed fabulous sportsmanship and 
should feel proud of themselves. 

U9 Netball 

mailto:registrar@obh.co.uk
mailto:hannah.phillips@obh.co.uk
mailto:nick.drake@obh.co.uk
mailto:rob.miller@obh.co.uk
mailto:andrew.swiney@obh.co.uk


www.obh.co.uk 
 

 Old Buckenham Hall 
 Brettenham, Suffolk, IP7 7PH  |  t: 01449 740252  |  e: admissions@obh.co.uk 

www.obh.co.uk 

obh mail 
From the Director of Sport….. 
Boys Sport 
 

1st XV v Finborough 
On Wednesday OBH played in a hard fought game against Finborough. 
This was the final competitive fixture for the Year 8 boys and their focus 
to get a result from the game was evident. The boys needed to go 
through the gears quickly during the first five minutes which has been a 
struggle for the team during previous fixtures. The whistle blew and the 
boys had to defend well during the first five minutes. The Finborough 
attack kept hitting the OBH line time and time again however, still the 
boys would not let them break through. OBH soon had their turn to 
attack and with a super kick and chase up the pitch the boys managed to 
score the first try of the game. Finborough came back at OBH and two 
tries were scored by the opposition to make it 2-1 going into half time. 
An early try by Finborough in the second half made it tricky for OBH to 
get back into the game however, a well worked try made it 3-2 going into 
the final five minutes. The last passage of play saw OBH pass the ball out 
wide to the wing to score the final try of game. This was a result that the 
boys should be immensely proud of and coming back from 3-1 down 
showed how far this team have progressed this season.  
 

2nd XII v Finborough 
Such a tough challenge for their last game of the season but the boys 
could not be faulted for the spirit they showed throughout this  
encounter. It was also great to see so much improvement in terms of 
their positional play and especially their flat-line defence. The pace and 
strength of the opposition resulted in a number of good tries during the 
first half but OBH took on the challenge after half time and did their ut-
most to contain the onslaught by pushing up and getting hold of runners 
before they got in their stride. The 2nd team showed some real aggres-
sion at times and combined with effective rucking they did create oppor-
tunities of their own and deserved to get over the try line for a well-
deserved cancellation try. Many lessons have been learned along the 
way but I have been so impressed with the attitude and commitment 
they have shown all term and it has been a pleasure to coach them this 
season.  
 

U9A v Culford School 

The U9s were keen to keep their hopes of an unbeaten domestic season 
alive with a win against Culford. Culford beat them in a recent  
tournament, so they were keen to put it right. From the first whistle, 
OBH dominated, although a breakaway goal put the home side in the 
lead the boys did not waver. They played some superb hockey putting 
five goals past Culford winning the game in a convincing manner. Just 
one game to go! 

U9B v Culford 
It was super to see the boys work hard 
throughout the game. Their tackling was 
great and even though there were few 
attacking opportunities by OBH they were 
able to keep themselves in the game.  
Towards the end of the fixture the boys 
started to move the ball out wide and utilise 
the wings more. No goals were scored how-
ever, the boys should be very proud of how 
hard they worked.  
 

U9C v Culford 
It was very good to see the boys much more 
proactive and tackling hard. The defence did 
well to clear the D and stop many scoring 
opportunities for the opposition. We were 
unable to make the most of the few  
opportunities we created upfront and ulti-
mately Culford finished 1-0 winners on the 
day. 
 

Mr Bolt and his team will be running a 
Sports camp at school on Tuesday 17th  
December, 9.30am- - 3.00 pm. The camp at 
this time of year is usually very popular and 
a good opportunity to keep physically active 
in the middle of winter! 
 
It is open to all children in Years 3-8 and the 
cost remains £30 for the day. A fun day is 
planned with lots of Dodgeball, Benchball, 
Corner-Hockey, Football, Tennis and time on 
Rory’s place to name a few. Any questions, 
or to register your child, please email 
josh.bolt@obh.co.uk . Thank you!  

U9 Boys Hockey 

Sports Camp 
17th December 
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