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Headmaster’s blog…..   

 

Dear Parents, 
 
Christmas is here! I’m not quite sure how, but it feels like a long, busy and exhausting term that 
has flown by in exhilarating fashion! An oxymoron if ever there was one. 
 
Thank you to the Friends of OBH for the magnificent and equally noisy Christmas Fair this after-
noon. It is a  tremendous event and is only matched by the generosity of all the raffle prizes  
donated. Thank you to all the Friends who have collected, decorated and donated; and thank 
you to everyone else for joining us. 
 
The Nursery Nativity was very special yesterday and it is the first of many memories they will 
create on that stage. Thank you to Mrs Webster for stepping in when my voice finally gave up! 
Likewise today, it was a marvellous Pre-Prep Nativity. During the dress rehearsal I was touring 
prospective parents around school. While we did not go in to the Ives Studio, we did put our 
heads to the window. Their faces lit up when they saw the dazzle of the costumes and the sheer 
joy being experienced by the audience. A great way to show the richness of our school. 
 
Tomorrow we welcome over thirty alumni back to school for a three course meal with guests 
covering every decade from the 1940s to the present day. It is the first of three alumni events 
organised by Jo, and I am sure it will be very special. Following that we have parent matches and 
then the Circus extravaganza for boarders. What a day we have ahead. 
 
With the packed calendar of next week there is still a lot to come and we will finish with the 
wonderful Carol Service in Lavenham Church. I look forward to wishing everyone a Merry  
Christmas as you arrive at church. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
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Matters of the Moment…… 

 

Individual  Sibling & Team Photos 
Monday 9th December 
Please can parents ensure day children in Years 3-8 arrive at school in 
their Sunday Best and bring in their normal school  uniform to change 
into.  
 

 

Bag for Sports Kit, etc. 
Please could all children bring in on Monday bags for end of term packing 

and changing room clearing.  Thank you 

 

Head lice have been spotted at OBH  

Over the weekend, please could all parents 
take the opportunity to check their children’s 
hair and treat if necessary.  I recommend  
regular combing with tea tree conditioner and 
the “Nitty Gritty NitFree comb”. It is designed 
to remove all head lice, nits and the eggs. (And 
it really works!)  The current shampoo of 
choice is Hedrin.  
 

All boarders are checked on alternate Monday nights.  If your child does 
not board on a Monday it remains the responsibility of parents to do  
regular checks and treat if necessary. 
 
The only way to keep headlice to a minimum is for the whole school  
community to regularly check and comb through.  Please ensure all girls 
tie their hair back – there is research to suggest that long hair left loose is 
more likely to attract headlice. 
  
Thank you for your support in this matter. 
  
The following websites have a large amount of very useful information on 
checking, shampoos, the life cycle of a head louse and debunking some 
urban myths! 
 
 www.nittygritty.co.uk  and www.onceaweektakeapeek.com   
 
Emma Easdale  RGN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to those parents who have 
already replied regarding their Saturday 
afternoon preferences for the Lent Term.  
 
Please can all parents of children in Years 
5-8 complete the online form to select 
their preferences (including collection 
times) for Saturday afternoons. https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSe4gq7b5tBs8ibtfQL9ZNW5Ci
WkfZGDJvA7DxlVnU4AdWHrJg/
viewform?usp=sf_link  
 
Please note, this is required by Monday 
11th December 
 

 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who kindly put 
together Christmas shoeboxes. We  
collected 54 boxes, one more than last 
year! 
 
The boxes are now on their way to  
Eastern Europe and will bring smiles to 
the faces of the children who receive 
them. 

Saturday Afternoon  
Activities:  Reminder 

Shoe Boxes 
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News from Stable Yard… 
 
 
 
The children have enjoyed a lovely week as we begin our festivities. The 
classrooms have gained some extra sparkle and they have enjoyed 
watching the wonderful Pre-Prep and Nursery  Nativities. 
 
There has been an air of excitement - that is not purely down to the  
lessons that have taken place. Year 4 have been working on their under-
standing of multiplication and division using models and researched the 
Iceni rebellion led by Queen Boudicca. Hugo told the children about how 
the Dutch celebrate Christmas and shared some authentic sweets with 
everyone. 
 
Year 3 have produced fact sheets about endangered animals and used 
this to write a speech about their chosen creature and how we can help 
protect them. They then wrote beautiful prayers from the animals’ point 
of view. 
 
At the end of last week we celebrated Geordie’s 9th birthday. 
 
We have been blessed to have had such amazing gap students helping in 
the Middle School this year.  
 
Thank you to Lucy for this lovely summary of highlights…. 
 
I have truly loved my year at OBH, this year has brought me so many  
opportunities and experiences that I will treasure for the rest of my life. 
 
At the beginning of the year, I was warmly welcomed into the school by 
the pre-prep community. I enjoyed working with the younger children and 
learning more about teaching. It was a pleasure to then transition up to 
the Middle School with the Year 2's, this came with added responsibilities. 
The Middle School welcomed me in with open arms and made me feel at 
home. Particular mention should go to Mrs Lee and 3LL because working 
with them has been an absolute delight, I know it will be difficult to leave 
them. Memories that I particularly am fond of include the pre-prep mud 
run as well as recently watching the kids thrive in the performing arts 
concert. Lastly, I have enjoyed helping out with the girls netball training 
and games. I just want to say a huge thank you to everyone who has  
supported me throughout the year and helped me feel at home.  
 
 
Next week we look forward to a whole host of exciting treats. 
 
We wish you a peaceful weekend. 
Mrs Rice, Mrs Lee, Mr Gillott, Mr Pascalides and the Middle School team 

 
The Year  4’s have recently finished their 

blob monster project in Design Technology. 

Using the crank handle to turn the mecha-

nisms the children have chosen for their 

creation to either jump, spin, or jolt. Each 

monster looks fantastic and they should be 

all proud of what they have achieved this 

term.  

Year 4 DT 
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Christmas Card Competition 2019 

 
Thanks to all of the children and parents for 
your support with the 2019 Grand  
Christmas Card Competition.  There were so 
many wonderful entries – each and every 
participant should feel proud of their 
achievements. 
 
Mr and Mrs Griffiths enjoyed judging the 
cards and the results are as follows: 
  
Top right to left: 
 
Hettie (Nursery), Rose (Nursery 2) 
Lillie S (R), Llywelyn (Yr 1),  
Roseanna S (Yr 2), Mary (Yr 3) 
Isabella (Yr 4), Florence (Yr 5) 
 
Left side bottom to top:- 
 
Sophie (Yr 5) 
Jemima (Yr 8) 
 
Overall winner: Jago (Year 7) 
 
Congratulations to all the winners in each 
year group and to Jago for his amazing  
creation of ‘Elf Buckenham Hall’ which has 
been made into the official OBH Christmas 
Card 2019. 
 
There will be more Art and DT competitions 
to enter over the next few terms and I 
would like to thank the Pre-Prep and Prep 
children for all of their creations.   
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
Mrs Bolton 
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Lighting of the Christmas Tree  
with Carols 
 

Thank you to all those that joined us for a very special first Christmas 

event at Old Buckenham Hall on Monday night. Lily switched on our 

outside Christmas tree and we all gathered around and sang carols, 

whilst Long Melford Silver Band accompanied us. It was a very cold 

but beautiful evening, and we all enjoyed some mulled wine, hot 

chocolate and a mince pie, and warmed up our vocal cords ready for 

the festive season!  

 

We also raised £73.61 for East Anglia Air Ambulance, so again, a 

huge thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 
Many thanks to parents and families for  
coming along and celebrating the achieve-
ments of all the children at the Extra Drama 
Showcase. We had fantastic fun at our annual 
improvisation show.  Performing “off the cuff” 
without the security of a script is nerve  
wracking for even seasoned performers but 
the children rose to the challenge and  
delivered an entertaining evening for all.  
 

 

Extra Drama Showcase 
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Party Political Broadcast: 
by the HEBE Party 

Hi, we are the HEBE party. HEBE stands for Health, Education, Brexit and Environment. Our colour is dark blue and 
our party members are Matty Barberini, Henry Brown, Sophie English, Claudia Price and Rose Williams. We hope 
that your child has had a good time so far this term.  

Health 
One of our policies on health is that every person who is either very ill in hospital or severely injured should have a 
therapy pet to keep them company and distracted so they don’t think about their current state. 

Education  
One of our many policies on education is that one pound extra be taxed on to all private school bills so that all state 
schools can have a very good education programme. At some state schools you have to pay to have lunch. Think 
how lucky we are! 

Brexit 
As some of you who are reading this might agree with, we are Leavers. We are like a dog on a lead and the EU are 
stopping us from going to explore that nice green wood. They are almost like dictators. We can’t go off and make 
trade agreements with foreign places unless the EU say we can. This is why we should leave the European Union. 
Brexit turned into a calamity three years ago when the conservatives (led by David Cameron) won the general elec-
tion but with no majority. They got 317 seats out of 326. After that, there was a referendum (public vote) on wheth-
er or not to leave the EU.  52% voted to leave. Unfortunately, the Conservatives did not have enough people to pass 
the deal through the House of Commons. So Brexit turned into a calamity. 

Environment 
We want to have a school house litter pick to help the environment. We also want to have a school pig that will eat 
all the leftover food. We could also give the chickens some bread crumbs or porridge. 
To cut down on deforestation and climate change we want to have some meat free days and our policy on paper is if 
you finish one side just turn over, don’t get a new piece and carry on on that. 

 

The TAXIT Party 
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Boarding……….. 
 
 
This week has been full of Christmas decorations being plastered all 
over the dormitories decoratively. Yes, the colours are glowing, the 
competition awaits, and judges will visit to see whose is great……! The 
winners of this dormitory competition will receive Christmas goodies 
for their efforts which are currently sparkling throughout the three 
houses.  
 
It was also wonderful to see the Christmas tree lights turned on by Lily 
and whilst the Snowman shimmered in the frozen air that evening, the 
Lavenham Brass band reverberated round the buildings as the OBH 
Community sang carols. After this the boarders retired for the evening 
inside the warmth of each boarding house. During the rest of the week, 
pizzas have been made and demolished along with cupcakes for fort-
nightly dorm prizes as well as the usual tuck on Wednesday evening, 
before all have been looking  forward to the wonderful Christmas fair 
on Friday.  
 
We must not forget that we also  
celebrated Elena’s birthday  at the 
end of the previous week.  As usual, 
lots of yummy birthday food and alots 
of screams when Elena blew out her  
candles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Next week, we will announce the Star Boarders’ for the term and they 
will be taken for ‘Breakfast, Out and About’. Thursday will then soon be 
with us and we will all look forward to seeing the children perform 
sketches, music and magic for the boarding community on that night. 

 
 
emma.easdale@obh.co.uk 

tracey.thornton@obh.co.uk 

rob.miller@obh.co.uk 

mark.warrington@obh.co.uk  

 
We have had a very crafty and creative 
week in Spero. Endless fun has been had as 
the house slowly transformed into a  
Christmas wonderland. The busy Spero 
elves and fairies have made decorations, 
scattered glitter, tinsel, cotton wool balls, 
baubles and much, much more every-
where!  
 

 
 
 

Spero 
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Pre-Prep … Matters of the Moment  
A Peek at our Week………………. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Nursery Sunbeams and Little Raindrops have had an 
exciting week. Our Nursery has been a hive of Christmas 
activity, glitter and crafts galore. We are so proud of all 
the children for their performances in our Nativity not 
once but twice this week. We hope you will  agree we 
have some budding actors and singers. Thank you once 
again for all the amazing costumes, they were  
seriously impressive.  

Rainbow class have started their Christmas books this 
week, based on the one Mrs. Webster made when she 
was a little girl. Once finished, they will tell the Christ-
mas story through writing and pictures and hopefully 
they will still be reading them to their children when 
they are adults.  
 
 

Starlight class have had a special visitor this week. On 
Monday our table was covered in sprinkles and glitter. 
Everyone knows that glitter means something magical 
is going to happen. So Year One got creating and made 
a trap. And you'll never guess what we caught an ... Elf. 
Elfis has been up to all sorts of mischief this week. We 
have found him hanging from the ceiling, swinging from 
the blinds and sitting next to an angel at the top of the 
Christmas tree. I wonder what he will be up to next 
week? Do let us know if you see him.  

The excitement of Christmas in Dragonflies is beginning 
to accelerating at a rapid speed! The class have  
decorated the classroom door with a beautiful  
Christmas tree and have been busy with other glittery 
Christmas crafts! Mrs Barrett and I were so proud of 
how, at such a young age, they all performed on stage - 
very well done, Dragonflies. 
 

Stars of the Week 
Very well done to our Stars of the Week :   
 
 

Dragonflies  Thomas & Gray 
Starlight  Flora 
Rainbows  Hettie 
Sunbeams &   Freddie 
Little Raindrops   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Happy Birthday to our genie, Thomas, who 
turns a huge 7 tomorrow. As Aladdin would 
say – that’s ‘genious!’.   

Happy Birthday! 
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This week in Pre-Prep….. Nativities! 

 

 

 

 
A huge well done to all the children and staff 
who pulled off two fantastic Nativities this 
week.  
 
Nursery kicked off with ‘Away in a Manger’ 
yesterday. We were so pleased to be able to 
give all the children a character and they 
said their lines perfectly – even if some were 
rather quiet, they were definitely there! The 
highlights in a Nativity for me are the little 
ad hoc lines, dance moves and determined 
wavers - of which there were many  
wonderful examples yesterday. 
 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 treated us 
today to their Nativity….sorry Pantivity!  
There were boos, hisses and audience  
participation a plenty and the songs brought 
back lovely memories for all of us adults 
who were partying in the early 2000s! The 
children looked amazing (huge thanks to the 
parents for the fantastic costumes) and we 
were blown away with how well they  
delivered their lines.  
 
Well done, everyone.  
 
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
 
Camilla Webster 
 
 
 

Double Trouble 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

Cross–Country 

What a tremendous effort  from all the runners at Ipswich high 
school  on Saturday morning. On a cold but bright morning it was a 
pleasure to see the following pupils run well and qualify for the next 
round in early January. Having walked the course the boys and girls kept 
themselves warm until the beginning of their races. Then it was time to 
go. Henry, Edward and Archie reached the starting tape before the gun 
sounded and off they went at a splendid pace. All three boys ran sensibly 
round the first loop before the field spread out. Archie was closely fol-
lowed by Henry and Edward was running fluently a little further behind 
but making his way through the field of runners.  Parents were position-
ing themselves around the course to give the necessary encouragement 
and in the finishing straight Archie came 13th, Henry 15th and Edward 
was eventually 59th out of some 100 runners on the day.  
 
The girls then waited and warmed up a final time before their race which 
was keenly contested by most who were trying hard to qualify by 
 finishing in the first 50 places. A well paced race by Iona allowed her to 
move through the pack and be placed 24th at the finish line with Lily 
50th and Clemmie 52nd. We hope that all three will qualify for the next 
round due to their superb efforts on the day.  
 
Finally, it was William ’s turn and he too ran at an even pace. Knowing 
that he needed to be placed in the first 50 again meant that William was 
running with a strategy which allowed him to qualify for the next round 
by coming 40th.  
 
Very well done, to all the boys and girls who should continue to practice 
their skills in the coming weeks to give themselves the best chance possi-
ble in January. 
 
Archie 13th 
Henry 15th 
Edward 59th 
 
Iona 24th 
Lily 50th 
Clemmie 52nd 
 
William 40th  
 
Out of roughly 100 in each race! 

 

Tennis 
Oscar spent last weekend playing in his first National tennis tournament. 
It was a great experience playing the top 32 players from England, Scot-
land and Wales. Oscar, who was the only player from Suffolk, played well 
and beat the Norfolk Number 1 on his way to coming 24th. 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 
Girls Sport …… 
 
U9A v Barnardiston 
The U9A team played really well 
in their netball match against Barnardiston last Friday. Despite losing, the 
girls displayed fabulous sportsmanship and should feel proud at how 
they presented themselves. The game was tough due to our team expe-
riencing some injuries, although even with the challenges faced our girls 
performed amazingly well.  
 

U9B v Barnardiston 

The U9 netball season finished with matches against Barnardiston last 
Friday. First up were our B team against Barnardiston As. This was a 
tough match for the B team but they rose to the challenge and got better 
as the match went on. Barnardiston’s shooting was on point and they 
won the match 9-0. The next match was Bs v Bs and OBH took a while to 
settle into this slightly slower paced match. Once they did they soon took 
control of the game and were able to move the ball down the court nice-
ly. At half time they were 3-1 up and with some continued shooting suc-
cess won the match comfortably with 6 goals to 1. 
 

U9C v Barnardiston 
The U9C team played remarkably well in their match against  
Barnardiston last Friday. The game was tough but our girls fought super 
hard in a game that was lost. 

 
Boys Sport …… 
 
U9A v Barnardiston 
The U9A boys finished off their season in style last Friday with a 7-0 win 
over Barnardiston.  They have played some fantastic hockey through-
out  the season and as a team have got better and better. Huge congrat-
ulations to the squad;  they should be very proud of themselves. 

 
U9B/C v Barnardiston 
OBH played in a super game against Barnardiston. All the boys worked 

hard throughout the game and moved the ball well up the pitch. There 

was much determination from all of the boys and with the OBH scoring 

two late goals to draw the game it showed the spirit in the team. Well 

done, to all of the boys who played. 

 
 
 
Mr Bolt and his team will be running a 
Sports camp at school on Tuesday 17th  
December, 9.30am- - 3.00 pm. The camp at 
this time of year is usually very popular and 
a good opportunity to keep physically active 
in the middle of winter! 
 
It is open to all children in Years 3-8 and the 
cost remains £30 for the day. A fun day is 
planned with lots of Dodgeball, Benchball, 
Corner-Hockey, Football, Tennis and time on 
Rory’s place to name a few. Any questions, 
or to register your child, please email 
josh.bolt@obh.co.uk . Thank you!  
 

 

 
 
All reports for these matches will be  
published next week 

Sports Camp 
17th December 

House & Parent  
Matches 
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