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Headmaster’s blog…..   

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
It seems that my Merry Christmas wish last week was a little premature, so I do so again now! 
 
What a lovely way to finish the term; a Sports Scholarship to Oundle for Lily and  Clemmie has 
gained an award to join the dedicated Athletes programme at Oundle.  In addition Matteo and 
Johnny have both successfully passed their Eton pre-tests and have just found out today.  
Congratulations to all! 
 
We had a very wet Merchant Men yesterday followed by the cosiest of events with the famous 
Fireside evening for boarders. There really is very little better in a boarding school that I have 
seen. 
 
As term ends we say good bye to our gap students; Lucy, Harrison and Michelle. They have been 
outstanding gappies and we will miss them very much.  They have given a huge of time and care 
to the children throughout the year. We wish them every success and happiness as they begin 
their university careers back in Australia. 
 
It is only right to finish by commenting on the election result. Congratulations to the Hope Party. 
In reality it was a hung parliament result, but I think we could all do with a little Hope as we  
enter 2020. Well done, to all our young politicians. 
 
Best wishes to all, 
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Matters of the Moment…… 

 

Lent Term Calendar 
The Lent Term Calendar will be available for collection at the beginning of 
next term from Pre-Prep and Prep School. The calendar will also be  
available on the obh website from Friday 20th December. 
 

School Office 
Please note the School Office will be closed from Friday 20th December 
until  Thursday 2nd January 2020. 
 

The Friends 

We would like to say an enormous thank 
to all the parents, children, staff and 
Friends for supporting the Christmas Fair 
in such a fantastic way.   The Britten Hall 
looked amazing and the grotto was 
 certainly the best yet.  The Year 8s were 
outstanding.  They were helpful and  
enthusiastic and their kindness towards 
the younger children was a credit to 
them.  Due to all the wonderful donations 
and raffle tickets sales we have had a  
phenomenal record year, raising just over 
£2,375  
 

The raffle has been drawn and the lucky 
winners have all been notified.  

 

Save the date 
We have two dates for you to put  in your shiny new diaries: 
 

Friday 14th February 1.30 pm  

Huddl Talk on: 
Mental Health, Wellbeing and Resilience 

Book your ticket now by clicking the link below and using code OBH 
https://obhhuddlparenttalk.eventbrite.co.uk 
 

Friday 28th February  
The Annual Friends Curry & Quiz Night 
Back by popular demand !   Further details to follow next term. 
 

Hockey Sticks 
The Friends have a number of fantastic branded hockey sticks and bags in 
various sizes for the price of £20.    Please do contact 
secondhand@obh.co.uk  if you would like to purchase one. 
 

Happy Christmas !   
 

  

Please find below the encrypted link to 

view and order the team photographs 

online that Bentley Photographic recently 

took. 

  

https://orders.bentleypics.com/bentley/

CustomerPanoramicAndGroupOrder?

fun-

tion=View&LP=XgsCVVoLDjQbXyhce1tBG

xZIXgUoXmw9MhRcWgcCBlNc!!

BwICClR-

SUTQZZHwGcVgYQk9BXlomBzM9MC8IAA

0BXwoF 

  

Please note that some email programs 

stop the link from working, and so you 

may need to copy and paste the link into 

an internet browser. 

 

Pupils have also been given an order form 

by their form teacher for individual and 

siblings photographs. If your child was 

absent, the order form has been posted 

to you. 

  

Bentley Photographic would  

prefer orders for photographs to be 

placed online.  If you would like to order 

directly with their office or have difficulty 

in ordering online, Bentley Photographic 

can be contacted on 01206 395888,  

during normal office hours.  Please note 

their offices will be closed from Midday 

on Thursday 19th December until  

Monday 6th  January 2020. 

  

All orders placed before 9th January 2020 

will be delivered to Old Buckenham Hall. 

Once they have arrived at school after 

Christmas, we will be in touch to let you 

know when and where to collect your 

photos. 
 
 

Individual & Team Photos Individual & Team Photos 
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News from Stable Yard… 
 
It hardly seems possible that we have reached the end of the  
Michaelmas Term; the children have achieved a great deal, both in the 
classroom and within their peer groups.  
 
We have all enjoyed a lovely week of festive treats and there has been 
such  wonderful atmosphere within the Stable Yard; the children in Year 
3 made some beautiful aromatic pomanders and Year 4 have been look-
ing at special journeys in RS and related this to the Christmas story of 
Mary and Joseph. They wrote some acrostic poems about the Messiah.  
 
Over the course of the term, firm friendships have been made; at break 
times, the children have taken advantage of all the space available to 
them in the gardens, whilst those who prefer a quieter time, have loved 
visiting the Library. 
 
Collectively, Year 3 wrote a very thoughtful poem about what friendship 
means to them: 
 
Friends forever; never let go; never forget 
Respect your friends; be polite and you’ll make new friends 
Inclusive and incredibly kind 
Enjoyable times; everlasting friendships will go on and on 
Nice to everyone 
Discovering new ways to spend time together 
Someone special to spend time with; hop on board the OBH happy bus. 
 
We wished Elijah a very Happy Birthday; everyone enjoyed the delicious 
cupcakes he shared at breaktime. 
 
We also shared the joyful news that George has a lovely baby brother. 
 

On Tuesday afternoon, Year 3 hosted a very special 
tea party for Lucy; dressed in their finest party 
clothes, they danced and sang and gave lots of hugs. 
Thank you so much to Janice and her amazing team 
for transforming the Drawing Room into the perfect 
venue for afternoon tea. Thank you also to Jane and 
Mike for the most delicious chocolate cake. We wish 
our brilliant gappies, Lucy, Michelle and Harrison bon 
voyage and every happiness for the future.  
 
If, during the holidays, the children need a little 

break from Lego creations and jigsaws etc, they have details of an excel-
lent maths program called SUMDOG. This is perfect, especially if they 
would like to have some extra times tables practice.  
 
Thank you to everyone in the Middle School for an outstanding term. 
Thank you also to the parents for your continued support in all that we 
do. 
 
The Middle School team and I wish you all a very Happy Christmas with 
your families. We look forward to seeing you in the new year. 
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Christmas Card Competition 2019 

Once again thank you to all of the entries of the OBH Christmas Card 
Competition 2019. 
 
To confirm the results are as follows:- 
 
Top right to left: 
Jasper Nursery 1 
Millie  Nursery 2 
Lillie Reception 
Llywelyn Year 1 
Roseanna S Year 2 
Mary Year 3 
Isabella Year 4 
Florence Year 5 
 
Left side bottom to top:- 
 
Sophie Year 6 
Jemima Year 8 
 
Overall winner: Jago Year 7 
 
Please note that all Pre-Prep entries have been returned to form  
teachers. 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
 

Sammy had great fun at Topthorn  
Arena show jumping for Old Buckenham 
Hall. He won his qualifying class in the 50cm 
and came 6th individually in the 50cm Grass 
Roots Championships! A super result!  
Sammy also competed in the 60cm class, 
unfortunately they knocked one pole down 
and were not place. 
 
There are more NSEA events next term. If 

there are any riders interested in com-

peting for the school, particularly at 50cm 

and 60cm heights please do let Linda Wil-

liams know. 
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The final Week in the Boarding Houses 
A week of extraordinary happenings in the 
boarding houses began with the Star Boarders’ 
Breakfast. This award recognises those boarders 
who have done all that has been asked of them 
and more throughout the term. On this occasion 
it was Alice, Ned, Celia, David, Tacita and Charlie 
who travelled to The Bildeston Crown for break-
fast with the boarding staff who were very proud 
of the way they conducted themselves and chatted happily with one 
another. They were able to indulge in waffles, croissants, fresh fruit and 
chocolate sauce and drank large cups of hot chocolate before returning 
to school and joining in with everyone for the rest of the day.  
 

With plenty of packing going on, the trunks and 
bags were being filled, whilst the end of term 
carol rehearsals and preparation for the last night 
of term was gaining momentum. Fireside ’19 
promised to be as mesmerising and amusing as 
before as the children performed all sorts of  
magic, comedy and musical extravaganzas. These 
activities ranged from  
Sumo demonstrations with 

a comic twist to Harry Potter magic,  Michael 
McIntyre, and Mr Bean along with a solo from a 
singing duck. Songs were sung before the  
gappies finished us off.  Lucy sang ‘Tears in 
Heaven’ beautifully with splendid guitar playing 
from Harrison which was a real treat for all, 
whilst Michelle joined them to raise the roof 
and get all the crowd up n their feet singing a song about Six White 
Boomers which resembled the twelve days of Christmas however the 
kangaroos bounced up and down joyfully whilst singing this iconic  
Australian tune. Finally we had  the results from the judging of the 
boarding houses’ songs.   
 

The anticipation grew and grew and whilst Spero were congratulated 
for their beautiful rendition of Memories by Maroon 5, and also the 
Girls’ House who sang ‘Call me Maybe’ tunefully, the Boys’ House were 
deemed the winners with their alternative arrangement of Uptown 
Girl. A wonderful end to the term and we would like to thank the  
children for their efforts, but also the matrons for all their help 
throughout the term and the care and attention the give to each child.  
 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and look forward to welcoming 
the boarders back in the new year. 

 
 

Congratulastions to Anne, Lovell and 
Wyneve & Warner for their festive and 
brilliant efforts for their dorm decorations.  

Dorm Decs Winners 
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Open Boarding Weekend:  Circus Fun! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Circus Fun! 
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Weekend Boarding……….. 
 
The full boarders had an exciting, fun-packed and non-stop weekend of 
activities for our last weekend of the term.  We joined in with the 
amazing OBH Circus on Saturday evening, the children & staff all  
participated in and learnt a fantastic array of circus skills as well as be-
ing treated to a great show.  After a break for supper we returned and 
continued to test our skills with juggling, plate spinning, unicycles and 
much, much more.  It was a magical evening and everyone was very 
excited at bedtime, however we all eventually settled down for a well 
deserved good nights sleep.     
 
On Sunday we were treated to a full English breakfast before heading 
off to Church, it was a very special service as there was also a baptism, 
and we were thrilled to join in and witness this milestone event.  After 
the service the children were invited to try their hands at campanology, 
and everyone wanted to have a go, but not all of us managed to keep 
our feet on the floor with the younger ones flying higher and higher 
into the bell tower!  
 
After our feet were back on the ground we headed back to OBH for a 
full Sunday roast lunch, and a quick change into home clothes before 
we headed out to Bury St Edmunds to see Peter Pan at the Theatre 
Royal.  We even got the chance to see and have a chat to Father  
Christmas who kindly supplied everyone with a pre-Christmas box of 
chocolates.  It was then time to settle down to watch the show, and of 
course there was a lot of audience participation, we all joined in with 
the singing and booing at the bad Caption Hook!  Even with our  
chocolates and goody bags, we still managed to eat an ice-cream at the 
interval, and afterwards we headed straight off to Pizza Express for a 
lovely supper.   
 
Thoroughly entertained and fed we retuned to OBH and washed and 
changed into PJ’s and calls home.  We had enough time to play games 
in the Common Room, our skills at round-robin ping-pong are certainly 
improving but the pool skills are questionable.  Poor Alexa had trouble 
keeping up with the many competing music requests, but we enjoyed a 
good sing-along.  The weekend was really a very fun-packed one and a 
wonderful end to the term for the weekend boarders.  We are all  
looking forward to Christmas and wish everyone a safe journey home 
and a very Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.   
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Boarding Fun 

mailto:registrar@obh.co.uk
mailto:registrar@obh.co.uk


 

 Old Buckenham Hall 
 Brettenham, Suffolk, IP7 7PH  |  t: 01449 740252  |  e:  admissions@obh.co.uk 

www.obh.co.uk 

obh mail 
Pre-Prep … Matters of the Moment  
 
A Peek at our Week………………. 
 
 

 
 
We have had an incredibly busy week with something happen-
ing every single day. The children were very excited on Monday 
afternoon, when Father Christmas visited us again, all the way 
from The Polar Express in Norfolk. What a treat! He sang songs 
with the children, asked about what they wanted for Christmas 
and gave them all a small gift. It was such a special afternoon. 
 
On Tuesday, we headed to Brettenham Church for the first 
Christingle in a good few years, and a lovely Christingle it was. 
We had readings from the children, songs and the most  
beautiful, atmospheric lighting of the Christingles. I wonder 
how many made it home intact? 
 
Wednesday was our Christmas activity morning. The children 
split into their four houses and rotated around four Christmas 
activities, from making reindeer paper chains, decorating cup 
cakes and even Christmas karaoke. It got very competitive and 
rather loud! 
 
Many thanks to all the parents for your support this busy term. 
Not only coming along to events, but making costumes,  
rehearsing lines, reading with your children, helping promote 
independence and generally being in partnership with us, the 
school and teachers. 
 
I hope you have a wonderful Christmas and New Year and look 
forward to welcoming you back in January. 
 
Camilla Webster 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
 
 

Millie and Ebonee celebrate their  
birthdays in the holidays – we hope you 
have lovely days, girls. 
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This week in Pre-Prep…..  
 

Congratulations! 
 
Lilian participated in The Future Stars  
Competition at Colchester Gym Club last Sunday 
and was against 10 other girls her age. She 
came 1st on Vault and Beam and 2nd on Bars 
and Floor and came  first overall!  
Congratulations Lilian 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

House Tug of War 
 

This is always an eagerly anticipated event; unlike last year the sun was 
out and the rain wasn’t due to the evening. At 2.00 pm the Houses lined 
up against each other with the Years 3, 4 and 5 pulling first and the  
senior children following. I have never seen so many ‘war’ faces in one 
place, the noise that came from the arena (grass outside the Britten Hall) 
was almost deafening as the teams competed for bragging rights. It was 
a fiercely competitive event full of House spirit and one that we all look 
forward to. 
 
1st  Saturn 
2nd Mars 
3rd Mercury 
4th Jupiter 
 

House Sport 
We have had some fantastic afternoons of House sports this term. It has 
been brilliant to see the House Captain leading, alongside the Year 8 
group. We have seen excellent examples of leadership and becoming 
role models for the younger one all term from this senior year group; 
long may it continue! 
 
Below are some of the results from this term: 
 

House Football 
 
1st Mars 
2nd Mercury 
3rd = Jupiter/Saturn 

 
House Rugby                             
U13/U11 
1st Mars 
2nd Mercury 
3rd= Saturn Jupiter 
 

House Hockey (Girls) 
1st Mars 
2nd Jupiter 
3rd Mercury 
4th Saturn 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

U13 Girls v Parents Hockey 
It was a delight to see the parents and pupils in action on Saturday. The 
game was played in such great spirit with both sides seemingly enjoying 
the whole experience. The girls started well enough scoring the first but 
it was not long before the parents equalised. More goals were scored as 
the girls heaped on the pressure and challenged the ‘padless’  Ben  
Stanton who put his body on the line on more than one occasion!  The 
final score was a victory to the girls but the parents gave their all against 
a talented bunch. It was a very happy, cheerful game played with a 
healthy dose of competitive spirit.  Well done, and thank you to all. 

U11 Girls v Parents Hockey 
The girls had a wonderful after-
noon on Saturday when they 
played against their parents. The 
games were very competitive and 
it was incredibly pleasing that the 
girls won all of their games! Thank 
you to all of the parents who gave 
up their Saturday afternoon to 

play. It is an event that the girls absolutely love. We look  forward to  
seeing you all on the netball court next term.  

Boys U13 v Parents Football  
What an exciting and competitive, yet relaxed and enjoyable afternoon, 
of football. The game, refereed by Harrison, was played in a perfect spirit 
- enjoyed by pupils, parents and spectators alike. The encounter had its 
fair share of entertainment and moments of sublime skill. No names 
mentioned, but one fine score came from a curling header - a definite 
contender for goal of the season! Play was end to end and the boys tied 
the game with a wonderful breakaway goal to level the match at 4 goals 
a-piece. Penalty shuffles was chosen as the nail-biting finale to the  
contest, which the boys duly won 3-1. Thanks to all concerned for such a 
great way to finish the season. 

Boys U11 v Parents Football  
A splendid afternoon of end to end football (which would have graced 
Match of the Day) was played between two talented teams. The parents 
had skill and trickery to add to their pace and power, however, the fit-
ness of the boys enabled them to break quickly, attack down the flanks 
and shoot with accuracy beyond plenty of sprawling keepers. 2 -0 up 
before the parents hit back with a blistering strike from the end of the 
box, meant that the score at half time was 2-1. The parents, undeterred 
by the score line and the slope of the pitch began to string some passes 
together and score another goal. The boys then countered and scored 
again before the last two minutes of the match. With some haphazard 
clearances the parents were able to pull two goals back and draw the 
match. ‘Can we do penalties?’ came the shouts from the boys and after 
many a super save and the odd goal the teams could not be split. This 
was a wonderful afternoon with marvellous footballing skills on show 
and it was a pleasure to see the boys enjoying the occasion. A last thank 
you must go to all of the parents who have supported the boys through-
out the term at their rugby matches. It has been brilliant for the boys to 
have the support and we hope you have enjoyed the season as much as 
they have. 

 
Mr Bolt and his team will be running a 
Sports camp at school on Tuesday 17th  
December, 9.30am- - 3.00 pm. The camp at 
this time of year is usually very popular and 
a good opportunity to keep physically active 
in the middle of winter! 
 
It is open to all children in Years 3-8 and the 
cost remains £30 for the day. A fun day is 
planned with lots of Dodgeball, Benchball, 
Corner-Hockey, Football, Tennis and time on 
Rory’s place to name a few. Any questions, 
or to register your child, please email 
josh.bolt@obh.co.uk . Thank you!  

Sports Camp 
17th December 
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