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Headmaster’s blog…..   

 

Dear Parents, 
 
The first week has gone by in a flash! As ever, my New Year theme has been talking to the children about 
the kind of person they would like to be in the year ahead. I showed pictures of Princess Leia and an old 
lady hitting a marching Neo-Nazi with her handbag. The idea was that we should always stand up for 
what we believe, help others, and fight the good fight. This morning I repeated the message in Pre-Prep 
assembly by reading Julia Donaldson’s The Smartest Giant in Town, the story of a friendly giant called 
George who thinks of others before his own comfort. It was lovely as they sang along. 
 
As last term ended, we were delighted to receive notice that Maya has passed the pre-test for  
Wellington, while Monty passed his pre-test for Harrow. An excellent achievement for both which  
continues an exceptionally strong set of results this year. 
 
This week we have welcomed our new gap students: Lachlan, Katie and Kate. They have quickly over-
come the jet lag and are straight into the full-on life at school. Please do say hello to them. They are quite 
remarkable and I am always astonished how these young people who have just left senior school, show 
such maturity and commitment. 
 
There is a busy weekend ahead with lots of scholarship and interview practice for seniors and, of course, 
our Saturday activities. I suspect that whether it be tonight for Pre-Prep and Middle School, or tomorrow 
for seniors, you will be collecting some very tired but happy children this weekend. 
 
I hope that you all enjoy it. 
 
Best wishes, 
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Matters of the Moment…… 

 

What a way to start the term but unfortunately Head Lice have 
made a return: 
 

HEAD LICE  
 

Head lice are spread by head to head contact and are particularly 
prevalent in primary school children. Nits are the empty eggs left 
behind in the hair 
Over the weekend, please could all parents take the opportunity 
to check their children’s hair and treat if necessary.  I recommend 
regular combing with the “Nitty Gritty NitFree comb”. It is  
especially designed to remove all head lice, nits and the eggs. (And 
it really works!)  The current shampoo of choice is Hedrin.  
Full and weekly boarders hair is checked every second Tuesday 
night.  Transitional boarders will be checked if they happen to be 
in on a checking night, but it does remain the responsibility of the 
parents to do regular checks and treatment.  
Head lice don't fly, jump, hop or skip; but they do move very  
swiftly from one human head to another during everyday head-to-
head contact 
The following websites have a large amount of very useful  
information on checking, shampoos, the life cycle of a head louse 
and debunking some urban myths!            
   www.nittygritty.co.uk  and www.onceaweektakeapeek.com   
 
Please ensure all girls tie their hair back – There is research to  
suggest that long hair left loose is more likely to attract headlice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations to Cecilia in Year 6 who 
has passed her Grade 1 Guitar exam.  
Happy strumming! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mars were delighted to see their House 
flag raised on the lawn this morning after 
their recent success with House matches 
on Wednesday! 
 
 

Music news 

House News 
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News from Stable Yard… 
 

Happy New Year to you all. 
 
The children have enjoyed a happy and productive week back at school 
after the Christmas holiday. I hope you all had a lovely time with your 
families. We were very pleased to welcome Cameron into 3CR. We also 
wish Gus a very Happy Birthday for Saturday. Thank you for the delicious 
cup cakes. 
 
The OBH Way forms the basis of our expectations of the children, both 
academically and pastorally.  Throughout the course of the term, we will 
explore each of the themes. We start with courage and the importance 
of the ability to persevere.  
 

“Perseverance, is the secret of all triumphs.” Victor Hugo 
 

I have no doubt that our wonderful children will continue to work hard in 
every aspect of school life and thereby, continue to thrive. 
There are some exciting dates for us all to look forward to in the next few 
weeks: 
 
Friday 17th January 
Theatre trip to the Theatre Royal in Bury St. Edmunds to watch Peter 
Pan. This promises to be a super experience for everyone, with the  
added treat of a picnic lunch at the theatre, followed by a talk from the 
production team, before we return to school in time for sign out at 
3.30pm.Please could the children come to school in their Sunday Best. 
Friday 24th January 
The first away matches of the season at Culford. Details to follow. 
Monday 3rd February 
OBH Book Day. Children are encouraged to come to school dressed as 
their favourite book character/ author. 
Thursday 6th February 
Year 4 and 6 visit to the National Space Centre. Details to follow. 
 
Bird Watch 

This year, the Middle School will be taking part in the RSPB bird watch. 
We are incredibly fortunate to have such beautiful grounds, the ideal 
place to encourage birds and wildlife. Some of the children have already 
busied themselves with collecting pine cones to use as bird feeders.  
 

The bird watch will take place on Monday 27th January. If anyone has any 
spare bird feeders they would like to bring in, that would be amazing. 
Any budding twitchers may have a pair of binoculars they would like to 
use to help spot any feathered friends.  
 

The Middle School team and I wish you all a relaxing weekend. 
 

Mrs Rice, Mrs Lee, Mr Gillott, Mr Pascalides and the Middle School team 
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Young Art East Anglia 
 
Dear Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 Parents, 
 

I am delighted to announce that OBH have been invited to  
participate in Young Art East Anglia (YAEA), a competition and 
exhibition of children’s art raising funds for Cancer Research 
UK.  
 
During school, the children have produced pictures based on the 
theme ‘A Moment in Time’. This year’s judge will be local artist 
Mimi Nicholson, who will select this year’s prize-winners and 
you will be notified if your child has won a prize, or their picture 
has been selected for the exhibition. The exhibition will be held 
at the Peter Pears Gallery in Aldeburgh on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday 13th – 15th March 2020. Please look at 
www.youngarteastanglia.co.uk for further information. Each 
exhibited artist will receive a certificate to mark the occasion. 
Postcards of all exhibited work will be for sale at the exhibition 
and the paintings are also available for purchase, with priority 
being given to the artist’s family.  
 
 If your child would like the chance to have their work exhibited, 
they are asked to give their picture (and their copyright in it) to 
YAEA, along with a minimum entry donation of £2.50 per child, 
as their contribution to helping raise money for Cancer Research 
UK. This fee will be added to the end of term bill, however if you 
would do not wish your child to participate, please could you 
contact me directly, so that I can inform the Bursary. 
 
I know that we have many talented and enthusiastic young 
artists in our school, and this will be an exciting opportunity for 
them to showcase their creative flair and wonderful Art work, 
whilst raising money for a very worthwhile charity. 
 

Best wishes, 
Claire Bolton  

Many thanks to all of the participants of 
the Lego Competition 2020, the foyer of 
the Britten Hall is looking bright and 
brick-tastic. It is wonderful to see the 
children throwing the instructions away 
and freestyling to build their own  
inventions.  The results will be  
announced in due course and prizes will 
also be awarded for creativity,  
ingenuity and flair.  If you still wish to  
participate and have not done so  
already could I politely ask that entries 
are taken to the Britten Hall by  
Monday 13th January and that they are 
labelled clearly. 
 
I am also delighted to announce that 
that OBH has been invited to  
participate in the Young Art East Anglia 
Competition 2020 in aid of Cancer  
Research. This year pupils from  
Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 
have been working hard on their  
entries, based on the theme of  
 

‘A Moment in Time’.  
 
Could I please ask that parents who 
have children in these year groups, take 
a minute to read the letter and  
information on this competition.    
 
Many thanks to chair Heidi Norman, 
Camilla Brown, our co-ordinator, and 
other OBH parents, who volunteer for 
this fantastic exhibition which raises 
funds for this worthwhile cause; it is 
wonderful for Art at OBH to be invited 
to get involved once again.    
  
Claire Bolton 
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Boarding……….. 
 
emma.easdale@obh.co.uk 
tracey.thornton@obh.co.uk 
rob.miller@obh.co.uk 
mark.warrington@obh.co.uk  

 

Welcome back to all the boarders and Happy New Year to you all. We 
have really enjoyed seeing the boys and girls settle back into their  
dormitories and wish them all a wonderful term ahead.  

 
We have also had some New Year 
celebrations as both Lottie and Alice, 
both celebrated their 13th birthdays 
on Wednesday evening. All the Year 8 
boarders gathered together to enjoy 
plenty of party treats as well as a 
massive cake which was cut by both 
Alice and Lottie whilst the usual 
screams whaled around the Dining 

Room. Then a rousing rendition of happy birthday was sung by all those 
present before tuck was handed out and activities began. 
 
Dodgeball and corner hockey were played by all ages whilst others took 
part in puzzles, board games and the ever colourful hama beads which 
the children continue to use creatively whenever possible. Tennis les-
sons have begun and whilst dodging between the odd shower of rain 
and some blustery conditions, the children have been able to hone 
their skills before returning to the boarding houses and decorating 
their dormitories.  
 
Ambassador’s Ball 
We are looking forward to several events 
this term, as found in the calendar,  
especially the Ambassador’s Ball on Satur-
day, 14th March. Please keep this date in 
mind as it is a wonderful occasion when all 
who attend can get dressed up in all the 
necessary refinery, enjoy a three-course meal and the dance the night 
away whilst dipping edible treats in a chocolate fountain. Yes! The  
Ambassador will be spoiling us again!!  
 
With the inclement weather that may occur this term, it is especially 
important for the boarders to have decent slippers and dressing gowns 
available in case of a fire alarm going off overnight. Please do check 
over the weekend that your child/children have the necessary items so 
that they are warm if necessary during a fire alarm at night. Thank you 
for your help in advance with this matter. 
 
 

 
The holidays whizzed by and in no time 
the dorms filled up again. Spero has 
welcomed three new boarders this 
week.  Everyone settled in quickly and 
life in the attics is once again buzzing 
with Twister and Taylor Swift. 
On Thursday we had our first birthday 
party of the term; Olly enjoyed gourmet 
pizza and chocolate cake to a sound-
track provided by our new DJ,  Theo! 

 
 
 

Spero 
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Pre-Prep … Matters of the Moment  
A Peek at our Week………………. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunbeams and Little Raindrops have had a magical 
week back. They have been learning all about the 
magic of kindness and have been learning how 
their heart feels. They have been focusing on the 
'o' sound of the week and have been excited to 
meet 'Geraldine the Giraffe' in person! 

Rainbow class have been working hard on their 
measuring this week. We have introduced a lot of 
measuring vocabulary and enjoyed comparing 
lengths, height and widths. We also did lots of 
practical measuring using cubes and the children 
loved choosing the biggest and smallest things in 
the classroom to measure.  
 

Starlights have had great fun exploring our new 
cross-curricular on the Titanic this week. We have 
been so impressed with how much information 
the children have absorbed already. The  
wonderful Mrs Lapthorne has created an amazing 
Titanic role-play area for us, do pop in and see it.  

It is wonderful to have the Dragonfly classroom full 
of laughter and chatter again, It certainly seems 
they all have had a wonderful Christmas. 
The children have been learning about the artist 
Andy Goldsworthy and have created some stunning 
land art and sculptures mimicking his style of art. 
 
 

Stars of the Week 
Very well done to our  first Stars of the 
Week  for 2020:   
 
 

Dragonflies  Giles & Dougie 
Starlight  James 
Rainbows  Lily 
Sunbeams &   Millie 
Little Raindrops   
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First Week Back…... 
 

Trying something new….. 
In assembly on Wednesday, we read the 
story Green Eggs and Ham and laughed 
at how determined the man was not to 
try Sam’s green eggs! The children could 
not believe that he would not even give 
it a go. At the end of the book, of 
course, he does try the green eggs and it 
turns out he loves them. I invited some 
children up to try some new flavoured 
crisps: chorizo, chilli and beetroot. My 
volunteers were very brave and, even 
though they pulled some strange faces, 
they gave all the flavours the thumbs 
up. Seems 2020 is going to be the year 
for trying new things.  
 

Autumn to Winter  
Treasure Hunt 
On Thursday, Reception had their  
annual Autumn to Winter treasure hunt 
around the school grounds. Percy the 
Park keeper left them an invitation, then 
they followed the picture clues all 
around the school noticing how the 
trees change in different seasons and 
comparing them to photos from last 
term. We always try to do our treasure 
hunts during Main School playtime, as 
the older children love joining in and 
helping. I think they also had fun  
following the clues themselves before 
we got there! 
 
 
Have a lovely weekend.  
Camilla Webster 
 
 
 

This week……. 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

 

Girls’ U11 & U13 House Netball Matches 
 
Wednesday saw a wonderful afternoon of sport when the girls 
from Year 5 to 8 came together for the House matches. It was a 
fantastic opportunity to get all of the girls playing in preparation 
for the coming term. 
 
Jupiter were the stars of the afternoon, they had the least amount 
of players and Margaux had to come off during one match with an 
injury. They fought until the end and narrowly missed out on a 
draw in their final match against Mercury. They showed immense 
determination and support for each other.   
 
Mercury battled well, narrowly missing out on a draw with Mars in 
the opening match but due to only losing two of the matches by 
one goal so gained points, they sneaked into 3rd place. 
 
Saturn played well as a team and secured wins against Mercury 
and Jupiter. The team was ably led by Iona who were joint leaders 
going into their final match against Mars, but Mars were too much 
for them with the strength and depth that they have. The win  
secured the title for Mars! 

 
William W, Lily, Archie and Henry B  
travelled to Woodbridge on Thursday 
for the final round of the Suffolk Schools 
Cross Country qualifier. They all ran  
really well and gave 100% in windy  
conditions.  
 
Archie came out on top finishing a well 
deserved 6th place, Henry also ran  
incredibly against boys a year older and 
finished 19th. We now eagerly await to 
hear whether they are selected to  
represent Suffolk at the Anglian  
Championships next month. Both  
William and Lily were running against 
Year 9’s and finished 50th and 38th  
respectively.  
 
Well done, to all 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

Boys’ U11 & U13 Hockey House Matches 
What a fantastic way to kick off the Lent term!  On Wednesday 
the boys competed in the first of the House competitions this 
term and they were certainly keen to get their House on the  
leaderboard. Considering we have just had a Christmas break and 
it was the second games session of the term, we were hugely  
impressed with the standard of hockey on display. The boys 
played some excellent hockey, passing and moving alongside a 
healthy dose of competitive spirit!  
The results were as follows: 
 

U11 Competition 
1st Mercury 
2nd Jupiter 
3rd Mars 

4th Saturn 

 

U13 Competition 
1st Mars 

2nd Mercury 
3rd Jupiter 
4th Saturn 

 

Well done to Rufus (Year 2) and Orlando 
(Year 4) who put in strong performances 
for Suffolk against Cambridge in their 
respective age groups last weekend. 
 
Also doing well is Oscar (Year 6) who has 
qualified for another LTA National Grade 
2 tournament all the way up in  
Sunderland this coming weekend. This is 
now his second national event in a row 
and places him squarely amongst the 
top tennis players in Great Britain for his 
age group.  
 
Well done, Oscar – you have come a 
long way since Pre-Prep tennis club as a 
four year old! 
 
Finally, thank you to all parents for the 
support over the last 12 months and 
here’s to a happy year on court for the 
children in the year ahead. 
Josh Bolt 
 
 

Tennis News 
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