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David Griffiths Blog……. 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
It is always a pleasure to announce successes for the children. I am delighted to report that in the past 
week we have received news that William has succeeded in getting through to the second round of the 
Oundle Academic Scholarship, Phoebe has been awarded a Sports Scholarship to Norwich School, Freddie 
has been awarded a Sports Scholarship to Harrow and Iona has been invited to join the Elite Sports Group 
at The Leys.  All of the Year 8 who enter a scholarship process do so in the full knowledge that success is 
not guaranteed. Whether they achieve them or not, we are proud of every single one of them.  
Congratulations to them all. 
 
The Eco Week has rightly dominated proceedings over the past five days and the children have enjoyed 
some great events. I write this just before I visit the Eco Fair, but I am quite sure that it will be a terrific 
event. My highlight was the Year 8 Public Speaking assembly on Wednesday. To see such young people 
deliver passionate and persuasive speeches to the school was awe inspiring. Mr Bunting commented on 
Tuesday that in 20 years, these children will be our leaders. I felt compelled to tell the school that while 
he was quite right, the children had power now. I may have opened you up to some eco themed  
discussions over half-term; apologies in advance!   
 
I hope that all the OBH families have a wonderful half-term. From talking to the children, I know there are 
many skiing and other exciting holidays planned. Wherever you go and whatever you do, I hope that all 
stay safe and well and look forward to seeing you a week from now. 
 
Kind regards, 
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Matters of the Moment…… 
 
 

Chicken sitters wanted! 
If anyone is able to pop to 
the school on any of the 
dates below to look after 
the chickens, please let 
Becky Griffiths know. No 
previous experience  
required, and you will be 
rewarded with yummy 
eggs! 
Saturday 15th February 
Sunday 16th February 
Saturday 22nd February 
 
 
 
 

The Friends Curry & Quiz Night 
Friday 28th February 7.00 pm 
Only 4 tables left!! 
 

For those of you who want test your  memory skills 
in a number of stimulating but possibly frustrating 
rounds in a variety of subjects and pictures. You 
need to book your table NOW  or you might be  
disappointed.  All bookings need to be paid for in 
advance by BACS to The Friends Account:  £20 per 
head 
Sort: 20-16-12  A/c:  90384011.  Please reference  
your name.  Many thanks 

 
 

Boys Rock Choir 

After half term, Mrs Stewart-Smith and Miss Gallop will be running a Boys 
Rock Choir on Tuesday mornings from 8.15-8.45am. Open to Years 5-8. 
All welcome, no audition necessary.  
 
 

 

With the current holders of the House 
Maths’ Challenge Trophy being Saturn, I 
look forward to seeing the improvements 
all children make when completing the 
challenge again in the first week back 
after half term. Prizes will be awarded to 
those that have improved the most 
throughout the year and of course the 
trophy will be presented to the winning 
House with House Points being awarded 
as per usual in all competitions. Practice 
can be done on Mymaths, Hit the button, 
Sumdog amongst other websites so 
please continue to learn and chant your 
tables and number bonds. 
 

 
Well done, to Margaux, Felix R, Jack,  
Elliott, Sammy, Flo and Archie who were 
awarded their place atTop Table for mak-
ing valuable contributions this half of 
term. 

 

Many thanks to  
Vitavia Greenhouses 
for donating some 
sustainably sourced 
travel cups to Old Buckenham Hall.  

 
 

Many thanks 

House Maths Challenge 

Congratulations 
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News from Stable Yard…   
 

 

 

The children have thoroughly enjoyed their week of eco- 
themed activities. We began with them working in their 
Houses, in a fun carousel. Each teacher offered some-
thing to enthuse their eco-warriors and raise their 
awareness of topical issues. Teddi and her STE group 
rounded off the morning with their song and we were 
all impressed by Mary’s wonderful musicality inspired 
by the music of Smetana. It is always incredibly  
encouraging to see the children working so well  

together. 
 
The drama workshop on Tuesday was a real treat and we were  
Impressed by their confidence as they performed alongside children 
from Reception to Year 6. 
 
Tractor Day – Year 4 were very grateful to Mr Brown for showing us his 
tractor. The children were fascinated to learn it weighed 8 tons and could 
cover plough around 80 acres in a day. We also looked at a UK food map 
to help locate which regions produced which foods. The children studied 
food miles and compared the distances some of our varied foods have to 
travel to reach plates. We were surprised to learn that some lemons 
have to travel almost 7000 miles from Argentina!  
 
In our Middle School assembly we discussed the theme of respect and 
how it is vital to promoting a harmonious environment for all of us. The 
white board outside 4NP is filling nicely with excellent examples of 
inclusivity, kindness and perseverance. As teachers, we are always on the 
lookout for exemplary behaviour both inside and outside the classroom. 
 
In Year 3, we have continued our creative work in the form of recipes - 
the children have all enjoyed planning their potions for the perfect break 
time and friend. They also had lots of fun creating their ‘friendships’ so 
we can all sail along happily together. 
 
As ever, we were delighted to award Well Done and Star Writer  
certificates - congratulations this week go to: 
 

Imogen, Emilia, Mary, Sammy, Finn, Sam E, 
Manu and Ariane. 
 
 
 

And… happy birthday to Felix today! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish you all a relaxing Half Term holiday.  
 

Looking ahead to some events after Half 
Term: 

5th March:   
The Middle School will be performing in 
the Sudbury Music Festival - details from 
Julia Parrott have been emailed 

10th March 
Year 3 visit to the Fitzwilliam Museum in 
Cambridge 

25th March  
Jupiter Charity Day 
 

 
 
A housekeeping note from the Matrons – 
there is a pair of blue match shorts missing. 
Please can they be returned if they are 
found hiding at the bottom of a kit bag. 
Thank you. 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead: 
Diary Dates 

Housekeeping 
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News from Stable Yard…  Year 4 
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Eco Speeches & Creative Writing…. 

 
On Wednesday, some of Year 8 shared their Eco Speeches with Years 3
-8. In class, they had all chosen a topic - such as food miles, carbon 
footprint, pollution, plastic, tourism and veganism. They had to  
conduct independent research and then structure a speech which  
defined the topic, explored the issue and offered some potential  
solutions. All six speakers impressed with well-written arguments 
which were clearly presented and delivered. This is a great experience 
for any pupil at top of the school. Congratulations to Margaux and Iona 
(food miles), Nolly (plastic), Lottie (tourism), Magnus (pollution) and 
Lily (veganism). Their speeches are too long to reproduce here but can 
be found in the new edition of our OBH book New Voices which will be  
published early in the summer term. 
 
Elsewhere, many Year 5 pupils chose to write a story based on their 
OBH book day character. Hugo would like to be 007, and here is his 
story. 

Blue 
By Hugo in Year 5 

 
The Pentagon was busy with agents rushing around hard at work, going 
through criminal files. The FBI sent an emergency call out about a  
terrorist trying to blow up the Statue of Liberty. They had a suspect 
who was a Russian criminal. One by one agents were sent out and they 
did not come back. So, they called London and sent me, 007, out for 
the job. I got into my shiny chrome Aston Martin. Out of the window I 
could see crisp snow and trees towering over me. The roads where 
covered in a thick sheet of black ice. I drove past a frozen lake and saw 
a squirrel run across it. I reached the private airport and flew by private 
jet to the Pentagon. 
 
We had located the Russian; his name was Patrick Solzenitzy. He was 
on Fifth Avenue in New York. We knew this because of a tracker. He 
was moving towards the Statue of Liberty. I had to hurry. I was on the 
other side of New York. I asked to borrow a police car from the NYPD. I 
pushed my foot down on the accelerator and put the sirens on. Out the 
window all I could see was a blur because I was going so fast. I reached 
the Hudson River. I had to borrow a power boat. I thought I could see 
Patrick, but I was not sure if he had already planted the bomb or not. 
He was driving towards the shore, so I presumed he had already put it 
there. I drove to the Statue of Liberty. I saw a glowing light on the tiny 
island. I quickly found the bomb but now I had to defuse it. 
 
The digital readout told me that I had 60 seconds until the bomb  
exploded. I was faced with three coloured wires. I did not know which 
one to cut through. I thought it might be ‘green for go’. Or maybe it 
was a bluff to make me cut the ‘red for danger’. 20 seconds and 
counting. I knew Patrick’s favourite colour was blue from his files. With 
five seconds to go I cut the blue wire. I wiped the sweat from my brow. 
New York was safe again. For now. 

Three Copies of The Highland Falcon Thief 
to be won! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adventures on Trains is a major mystery 
series from the prize-winning M.G. Leonard 
and Sam Sedgman. First stop, The Highland 
Falcon Thief, a breathless train journey full 
of deceptions, puzzles and clues to solve. 
 
Harrison Beck is reluctantly joining his trav-
el-writer Uncle Nat for the last journey of 
the royal train, The Highland Falcon. But as 
the train makes its way to Scotland, a price-
less brooch goes missing, and things are 
suddenly a lot more interesting. As  
suspicions and accusations run high among 
the passengers, Harrison begins to  
Investigate and uncovers a few surprises 
along the way. Can he solve the mystery of 
the jewel thief and catch the culprit before 
they reach the end of the line? 

 
 

To enter: 
 

Write a poem about a ‘journey’…  
in any sense of the word… 

 
 Entries to Mrs Griffiths by 28th February 

 

Poetry Competition 
Years 5—8 
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Creative Writing….. 
 
We have been encouraging pupils to concentrate on descriptive detail and a sense of place. Here is Sophie's  
beautifully crafted story. 
 
 

The Lake 
 by Sophie in Year 6 

 
The calming snow floated down from the misty clouds. Everything was transformed. The glistening powder coated 
the trees, making them invisible to the naked eye. The blood-red sun was rising slowly above the colossal mountains, 
making the soft dust twinkle like a star on a cloudless night. The icy lake sparkled beneath the untrodden snow, 
trying to stay where it could be seen. 
 
I opened my eyes. I could just see the bright light creeping under the thick curtains. I sat up, pulling my duvet onto 
my shoulders for extra warmth. I snuggled my feet into comfortable slippers and trudged over to the window, my 
duvet dragging along behind me. 
 
I peeked through the curtains and my mouth opened slightly in wonder. Everything was covered in white. I could see 
my treehouse covered beneath the foliage. The hen hutch was completely covered in a thick blanket of snow. The 
frost etched over the chilly window, creating intricate patterns like a dancer gliding on ice. 
 
There was a moment which I had to myself, before the silence was interrupted by an irritable creak. I glanced over 
my shoulder to see who it was. My mother had just opened the door and was smiling. She walked over and put an 
arm round my shoulder. I asked her if I could go outside and skate. She told me I could, as long as I was careful not to 
slip over and hurt myself.  
 
Half an hour later, after I had washed and dressed, I stepped out into the snowy wilderness. I breathed in the fresh 
winter air. I placed one foot in the sugar-like snow. I hesitated and gazed around me as if I was expecting an  
applause. I carried on my journey, my skates swinging from side to side, and walked off towards the twinkling lake. 
  
I sat down on a patch of icy grass and took off my thick winter boots. I pulled on my skate and tied the laces. After I 
had my other skate on, I stood up and shuffled carefully over to the frozen lake. 
 
I pushed off and felt the cool breeze swirl around my face. I tried a few tricks. I pirouetted around and landed  
superbly on one foot. I caught a glimpse of my mother looking anxiously out of the window. I smiled. I think that  
reassured her as she smiled back and turned away to the washing. I put my hands across my chest and kicked off. I 
spun round and round. I whooped with excitement. I was so overjoyed that I did not hear the dangerous crack of ice 
and the swirl of approaching water.  
 
I felt the freezing liquid rush around me. My legs went numb and I just kicked helplessly. I tried to scream but all that 
came out were a few bubbles. I felt my eyes slowly close. I heard a splash from somewhere above my head and 
someone tugged at my coat. I felt myself slowly rising. I tried to open my eyes, but they stayed shut. I just let myself 
rise and simply hoped that I survived…. 
 
I coughed and spluttered on the bank. My heart was racing, my lungs gulping down as much air as they could. I felt 
my whole body slowly come back to life, as if it had just woken from a deep sleep. I noticed that one of my skates 
had fallen off in the lake. I grabbed at my other skate and yanked it off. I tossed it into the deep water. Now they can 
be together I thought. I hurried back to the house. My bones ached with cold. I was never going near that lake 
again…. 

 

mailto:registrar@obh.co.uk
mailto:registrar@obh.co.uk


 

 Old Buckenham Hall 
 Brettenham, Suffolk, IP7 7PH  |  t:  01449 740252  |  e: admissions@obh.co.uk 

www.obh.co.uk 

obh mail 
From the Music Department …... 
 
Uppingham Orchestra Day 
 

Out of this World 
 
 

After a long but very beautiful drive to Uppingham School, 280 children 
gathered at the impressive gates for an ‘Out of this World’ musical  
experience.   
 
The morning began with sectionals and learning some of the most  
important points of orchestral playing …. ‘don’t play in the rests’! The 
percussion kicked off with some rhythmical riffs while the strings were 
getting to grips with ‘col legno’ in more challenging rhythms played on 
the side of the bow in ‘The Last Jedi’. 
 
The afternoon concert brought all the players together in a massive 
sound filling the Memorial Hall at Uppingham admirably. The flutes 
soared over the top with some stunning unison playing in the memora-
ble Princess Leia’s theme tune.  
 
At the end of the day the children were exhausted, but we all felt that 
we had had an out of this world experience at Uppingham. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Et voilà, un lampion  
chinois! 
Year 5 and 6 pupils celebrated Le Nouvel An 
chinois in French on Wednesday by  
designing and creating their very own  
lantern. However, it was not going to be as 
simple as that. Using their knowledge of 
cognates and verbs, pupils had to follow 
the French instructions carefully to  
decipher the English translations. The end 
result was a lovely display of individual  
lanterns designed by your sons and  
daughters. 

Moi, j’habite dans une 
ferme… 
The class 5AS bounced down to the Middle 
School on Tuesday, delighted to have been 
given the opportunity to teach French to 
3CR. Pairing up with the Year 3 pupils, Year 
5 carried out a sorting activity: could 3CR 
match up all the animals to the correct 
French words? We proceeded to all do our 
best impressions of horses, pigs, dogs and 
the like. Did you know that pigs in English 
say ‘oink, oink’ but in French they say 
‘groin, groin’? We ended the session with a 
French version of Old MacDonald and had a 
sing-off: Year 3 vs. Year 5. The winners? It 
was a difficult decision… but a good choice. 
The winners were Year 3. Moi, j’habite dans 
une ferme. Oh là oh là là! 

A la Français 
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Eco Week 

Eco Assembly 

Our eagerly anticipated Eco Week began on Monday with an  
inspirational assembly talk from Sharon Lockhart of FCC Environment. 
Sharon talked about the four ‘R’s’ - Reduce, Recycle, Reuse and Recover. 
She gave lots of practical examples of how we can all reduce our waste. 
The children were amazed by how much energy could be saved by  
recycling just one drinks can.  
 
Sharon was extremely impressed by how much the children knew about 
the subject and the excellent answers that they gave to her questions. 
 

Cross-Curricular Day 
Monday saw the start of an exciting week of Eco 
themed activities. Children in Years 3 and 4 took 
part in an activity morning down in the Stable 
Yard whist Years 5- 8 enjoyed the chance to work 
with children across the year groups in a day of 
cross – curricular activities.  These included  
making eco bricks and water filters in DT and 
wind turbines in science. They were challenged to 
create a short trailer about an environmental 
issue with Mr. Barrett and Mr. Hayes and learnt 
about food miles and the distance our lunch  

travels in maths.  Dr. Marshall and Mr. Auld led a session on Eco  
Awareness whilst in art the children made sculptures from recycled  
materials and a beautiful table using broken glass. All the children  
thoroughly enjoyed the day and the chance to work across the year 
groups. Furthermore, the teachers were very impressed with the team 
work and problem solving skills that were demonstrated.   
 

Locally Sourced Lunch 

A huge thank you must go to our fabulous kitchen staff for producing a 
wonderful locally sourced lunch on Thursday. 
 
The children were given a list of where the ingredients had come from 
and this encouraged lots of discussion around the dining hall about food 
miles and reasons why we should eat local produce. 
 
The roasted chicken breast came from Jack Brann’s farm in Claydon with 
the vegetables and apples, for the crumble, coming from Lincolnshire, 
Suffolk, Norfolk and Cambridgeshire. Our very own eggs were used on 
the salad bar. 
 
It was a feast! 

www.obh.co.uk 
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Eco Week 

Drama Workshop 
On Tuesday all the years from Reception 
up to Year 6 got a chance to be involved in 
the ‘Our World, Our Future’ drama work-
shop. The children performing not only 
learnt about the environment and climate 
change but they also took ownership of 
the narrative to explore how they could 
make a difference. Each year group  

presented a different topic which ranged from the importance of bees 
to pollution problems in our towns and cities. All of the pupils fully  
immersed themselves in the workshops and Lee who was fantastic with 
the children. The performance was fun and educational with many  
important messages to take away. 
 
 
 

Eco Fair 
 

Our fabulous Eco Week culminated this after-
noon with the Eco Fair. The Britten Hall was full 
to bursting  with stall holders, children, parents 
and the local community. 
 
The children enjoyed challenging each other on 

the pedal powered scalectrix, making seed bombs, swapping toys and 
chatting to all the stall holders. They learnt all about Suffolk wildlife and 
woodland, composting and recycling, traditional building methods, bee 
keeping and more. 
 
There was plenty for parents to sample and buy from jewellery to local 
produce, zero waste products to eco- friendly cosmetics. 
 
Many thanks to all our stall holders for making it a memorable after-
noon.  
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Boarding……….. 
 

emma.easdale@obh.co.uk 
tracey.thornton@obh.co.uk 
rob.miller@obh.co.uk 
mark.warrington@obh.co.uk  

Busy evenings and a busy week of  
revision and activities have resulted in 
Dorm prizes being relished by Elizabeth in 
the Boy’s House and Wenyeve & Warner 
in the Girl’s House. Spero meanwhile had 
a relaxing Thursday evening with treats 
and a film to celebrate the end of the first 
half of term. On Wednesday evening 
after matches against Holmwood House, 

Lucy was able to celebrate her 13th birthday with all the Year 8  
boarders. Cakes and treats galore were enjoyed by all and it was lovely 
to see all enjoying the time to relax and chat happily with one another. 
We look forward to more birthdays in the second half of term, so 
please do contact us should your child wish to have a birthday table. 
 

EVENTS to come………… 
We are very much looking forward to The Ambassador’s Ball on 14th 
March. Please do look at the invitation and book in early so that ar-
rangements can be made for your child to board that evening. It is a 
night when children from Years 3-8 can dress up in all their  finery, DJ’s 
or suits and bow ties, and beautiful dresses and gowns, and enjoy the 
splendid canapes, three course dinner, magic, music, dancing and 
much, much more. It has always been an enjoyable occasion and as 
usual it is great to see the children looking smart and sophisticated 
whilst dancing the night away. The following morning the children will 
enjoy a Pyjama Breakfast before being picked up at 9.30am. The board-
ing staff look forward to welcoming many present and new boarders in 
to experience a wonderful night of entertainment. 
 

Please feel free to email us if you have any questions regarding this 
event or inquiries about Boarding at Old Buckenham Hall School.  
 

It just leaves me to say a big thank you to all the boys and girls for their 
efforts this term and also to the matrons for their care and attention 
given to all children not only upstairs but throughout the school. Best 
wishes to you all for a relaxing and enjoyable half-term. 

The week started with a 
party to celebrate Ariane’s 
birthday. After an 
 enormous chocolate cake 
and an even more  
enormous scream, as the 
knife hit the plate, the 
children played party 

games and danced the evening away. We 
ended the week with a pyjama film night 
complete with cinema lighting and freshly 
made popcorn.  
 
Happy half term!  

Spero 
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Weekend Boarding……….. 
 
With such blustery weather over the weekend we stayed indoors as 
much as possible.  On Saturday evening we played pool, table-tennis 
and completed a jigsaw, reading on the sofa was also popular and a 
cosy option.  We warmed-up with a lovely tuna pasta bake but the yum
-yums with fresh fruit were the star of the evening.  We headed over to 
the Britten Hall to get some exercise, and even after such a busy week 
we had lots of energy.  We warmed-up with a few games of dodgeball, 
David was the overall winner and a ninja on the court!  It was then time 
for corner hockey and after playing for half an hour we still had enough 
energy to play indoor cricket.  Celia played for the first time and was 
given some very details instruction on her bowling skills, I think that we 
might be playing this more and more, especially with the help of Katie 
our Australian gappie.  It was then time for baths and beds after a very 
busy and productive day. 

 
On Sunday morning we eased into 
the day with our usual full English 
breakfast in our PJ’s.  The weather 
was turning really breezy as we 
headed to Thorpe Morieux for our 
Sunday service.  Thank  you to Celia 
for doing the reading and to Jiaqi for 
doing the collection.  After the  

service we enjoyed hot drinks and cake, we even 
managed to get another turn at ringing the church bells, a popular  
activity after the service.   
 
 
Once back at OBH we changed into our home 
clothes and enjoyed a Sunday roast lunch and 
chocolate cake & custard.  Despite the weather 
and the driving rain we wrapped-up warm and 
headed out to Bury St Edmunds and the cinema 
to see the new Dolittle film.  Overall we thought 
that it was a good movie and we all enjoyed 
it.  With the wind and rain still trying to spoil the 
day we were blown into the local branch of 
Kaspa’s for a selection of milkshakes, crepes and 
sundaes.  Trying to choose just one thing was 
hard and required a great deal of concentration and consideration but 
in the end everyone tucked in to some delicious looking deserts, I think 
that we might be paying Kaspa’s another visit soon.  We returned  
safely back at OBH for supper and some down-time before a good 
nights sleep.  
 
We wish everyone a lovely half-term... 
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Pre-Prep … Matters of the Moment  
A Peek at our Week………………. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Love has been in the air this week in Nursery. The Little 
Raindrops and Sunbeams have enjoyed Valentines 
themed crafts with Mrs Brown and Miss Pryke this 
week. In our mathematics time the children created 
beautiful symmetry hearts. They enjoyed popping their 
baker hats on and baked delicious heart shaped short-
bread which they enjoyed for afternoon snack.  

Rainbow class have really enjoyed investigating Capaci-
ty this week – although the Pre-Prep mop has had to 
permanently live in our classroom! We have had the 
water tray out all week and experimented with measur-
ing jugs, cups and lots of new mathematical vocabulary. 
They have also loved having free time with the water 
and painting on wood and rocks. We finished the week 
by making frobscottle (to link with our London/BFG 
unit), by measuring the right amounts of lemonade, frob 
juice and vanilla scottle! Yum!  

Starlights have knocked my socks off with their writing 
this week. We have concluded our learning on the Ti-
tanic by imagining we were on the ship and producing a 
diary entry. We used our Titanic day as inspiration and 
considered how we might have felt as first class passen-
gers. The children's writing was amazing, I was so im-
pressed with the adjectives used. It definitely made 
their writing more interesting and exciting.  

 
In History, the Dragonflies have been learning about 
Mount Everest and Sir Edmund Hillary's life. The class 
have expanded their geographical vocabulary and we 
might even have some future explorers in Year 2! 
 
 

Stars of the Week 
Congratulations to  our Stars of the Week  
 
 

Dragonflies  Rosie 
Starlight  Rory 
Rainbows  Lillie 
Sunbeams &   Annie 
Little Raindrops   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 28th February 
We are looking forward to welcoming the 
parents of the Pre-Prep and Nursery  
children in for the parents activity morning 
the first Friday after half term. Parents are 
welcome from drop off until 9.30 am for 
some Dr. Suess themed fun.  
 
Have a wonderful Half Term holiday and we 
look forward to seeing you all back on Mon-
day 24th February. 
 
Camilla Webster 
 

Dr. Suess Activity Fun 
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A busy week in Pre-Prep…... 
 

www.obh.co.uk 

Year 1 and 2 had a brilliant 
time visiting Wagamama. It 
was a lovely opportunity for 
children to link their Topic and 
Science learning with the  
restaurant visit. On arrival the 

children dressed in special aprons and chef 
hats, everyone looked the part and were 
very excited. We began by preparing the 
ingredients for our meal, we had to weigh 
out each ingredient using the scales ready to 
enjoy later. We had the opportunity to taste 
the sauce it would be cooked in too. It was 
lovely to see the children giving new tastes a 
go. Next, it was time to juice. The children 
watched in amazement as the juicer worked 
to create a variety of juices including apple, 
passion fruit and orange juice. It was  deli-
cious!   
Afterwards the chef prepared the lunch we 
had prepped ourselves. The children loved 
peering into the kitchen and 
seeing the chefs create our 
tasty lunch of Yaki Soba on 
the Teppanyaki grill. We had 
great fun eating the Yaki 
Soba with children's chop 
sticks. Noodles and chop 
sticks can be a tricky combo 
but not for our children. What a wonderful 
experience!  

Year 1 & 2 to Wagamama 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
Girls’ Sport …. 
 

1st VII Old Buckenham Hall Netball Festival 
Having lost Maddy to an injury in the week, Phoebe Te deservedly 
stepped into the team with ease and OBH started well with an easy win. 
The girls conducted themselves incredibly well and were the strongest in 
the group by far. Although a competitive afternoon, the priority was that 
our visiting clubs enjoyed themselves, hence, changes were made to 
ensure we did not beat the opposition by too much. This also continued 
the development of the girls by playing different positions and adapting 
to different match situations. OBH eased into the semi finals and faced 
well established club Christchurch Ladies from Ipswich. The girls knew it 
was going to be a tough match in comparison to the group matches and 
struggled to settle in the first half. However, the second half improved 
and a narrow win took them into the final against local club Suffolk  
Rockets (Hadleigh). Again, a slow start meant the first half was low  
scoring and possession was shared between the two sides. A half time 
talk and a change in the shooting circle did the trick and OBH came out 
all guns blazing. This took Rockets by surprise and OBH stormed the  
remainder of the final winning convincingly by 6 goals. An excellent team 
performance. 
 

2nd VII OBH Netball Festival  
The 2nd team started in Group 1 in the tournament with some tough  
fixtures upon them, Every single game the girls faced, they played with 
great communication, great spacing and using some great passage of 
plays throughout the court. Unfortunately it just was not their day;  the 
scores being really close in every match but it was disappointing they did 
not manage to get a win,  
 

2nd VII v Holmwood House 
OBH defence went straight out and fighting for possession within  
seconds of the Holmwood first centre pass, overturning and gaining back 
possession, working the ball through court using spacing and good  
communication to get the ball to goal, OBH leading with a good goal  
percentage, Holmwood came out fighting back in the 3rd quarter making 
the OBH girls really work hard to maintain there lead,   OBH did exactly 
that, right to the end of the last quarter taking home an incredible  
victory of 21-8  

 
U9 Hockey Tournament at Orwell Park 
A team of girls from Year 3 and 4 travelled to Orwell Park on Friday to 
play in an U9 tournament. OBH were a little hesitant in the first match 
against Orwell Park but soon started to move the ball in the right  
direction and work together. The match ended in a deserved draw. This 
set the precedence for the afternoon with draws against Framlingham 
Prep, South Lee, Barnardiston Hall and Culford. It was a thoroughly  
enjoyable and successful afternoon for the girls and has lifted their spirits 
and confidence ready for the remaining half of term. 

U11A v Holmwood House 
OBH travelled to Holmwood House on 
Wednesday with a determined attitude. 
They have been preparing for the IAPS  
tournament and the priority has been to go 
hard from the starting whistle as this is so 
important in tournament play. The OBH 
team definitely did this and were leading  
10-0 after just 10 minutes. Due to the  
different ability in the two teams, it gave us 
an opportunity to try different combinations 
and also to change positions to keep the 
girls warm! They adjusted to this well which 
is important for their development as a 
team and as individuals and won the match 
24-3. 

 
U11B v Holmwood House 
On Wednesday the U11Bs played 
Holmwood House, away. They got off to a 
steady start, but as the quarter progressed 
began to lift their play and their intensity; 
winning the quarter 4-1. They continued in 
this vei n throughout the match and had 
two further successful quarters. The third 
quarter being their weakest, but not from 
lack of opportunity. The final score was a 12
-1 win to OBH. 
 

U11C v Holmwood House 
It was cold and windy on Wednesday and 
the team had braced themselves for their 
match at Holmwood House. When we were 
told that we were going to be in the Sports 
Hall we were like the cats that got the 
cream!  
 
It took a little while to acclimatise to playing 
indoors. By the end of the first quarter the 
girls had started to get into their stride and 
a goal was scored just as the whistle blew. In 
the second and third quarter the girls played 
a steady game, continually improving their 
movement and passing. In the final quarter, 
the team played brilliantly. Excellent attack-
ing play and some successful shots on goal 
gave the OBH C team a 4 – 1 win. A brilliant 
way to finish this half term of netball. 

U11 v Holmwood House 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

Senior Boys: Hockey 
 
1st VII at the OBH Hockey Festival 
This was the first time we have hosted a U13 Boys Hockey Festival and 
thankfully we managed to squeeze it in before the storm came along. 
Cambridge, Bury, Harleston and Sudbury all brought strong teams and it 
was a keenly contested festival. OBH won two of their four games,  
Sudbury and Cambridge, which put them in 3rd place and Bury won the 
festival in the last two minutes of the afternoon with a late equalizer 
against Harleston. It was a fantastic afternoon of hockey and our thanks 
go to all the clubs for coming. 
 

1st VII at the County Tournament 
The OBH boys were keen to right some wrongs from last year when we 
crashed out against Barnardiston. It was another tough field with  
Barnardiston, Ipswich, and Culford in pur group. We beat Barnardiston in 
the first game which settled some nerves but Culford and Ipswich were 
just too strong for us and although we have goal scoring opportunities 
we could not  convert.  A disappointing afternoon, but all good  
experiences for the boys. 
 
 

1st & 2nd VII (combined) v Holmwood House 

What a great afternoon of hockey. Holmwood were down a few men so 
the 1st and 2nd team combined to play some small-sided games through-
out the afternoon. OBH had the upper hand throughout which gave us a 
chance to  practice some of our set pieces and attacking play. The boys 
worked hard all afternoon and it was a pleasure to umpire the games. 
The score was irrelevant at the end, both sets of the team enjoyed the 
afternoon sending us into the half-term break on a real high. 
 
 

3rd & 4th VII (combined) v Holmwood House  
The 3rd team hosted an inexperienced Holmwood side on Wednesday 
and everything was done to make this a positive experience for all con-
cerned. OBH had the chance to rotate players and try some new posi-
tions during this fixture. It was pleasing to see the boys attempting skills 
and tactics that had been practised in training and they were able to 
score a few pleasing goals along the way. To their credit, the visitors did 
their best to defend with some strong clearances from the ‘D’, and when 
in possession they demonstrated some effective stick skills to help move 
the ball forwards. Holmwood created a few scoring chances but the OBH 
defence held firm. An enjoyable game for all despite the bitter  
conditions.    

 
The tournament started with a match 
against Framlingham and we were playing 
good hockey, creating plenty of scoring  
opportunities. Unfortunately, we were not 
able to score and this affected our position 
in the table at the end of the group stages. 
The opposition throughout the day was 
strong and with a little more luck on our side 
we may well have qualified in 3rd or 4th place 
for the Plate competition.  
 
The boys cannot be faulted for their energy 
and enthusiasm and with this positive  
attitude they worked hard throughout each 
game. A big thank you for all the support 
that the boys have received in the first half 
of this term and they will continue to make 
the necessary improvements and show the 
desire and focus in front of goal to gain  
further successes in the second half of term. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

U11 IAPS Hockey  
Tournament  at  
Framlingham College 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 
 

Colts:  Football 
 
U11A v Holmwood House 
We were fortunate on Wednesday to be met by bright sunshine and a 
gentle breeze as the boys took to the football fields for their first fixture. 
The opposition was going to be skilful and therefore it was great to see 
the boys tackling and putting pressure on them. It was end to end stuff 
and opportunities to score were numerous. Having gone 1-0 down, we 
managed to pull a couple of goals back. In the second half it was 
apparent that the goalkeeping needed to be good to stop Holmwood 
from drawing level and scoring plenty more goals. Brilliant saves were 
made and last ditched blocks meant the scores were level on both sides. 
A good draw was the determined result, due to all the efforts of the boys 
from both sides, in what was a beautiful game of football on the whole. 
The boys are looking forward to another match after half term and 
should be proud of their efforts. 
 
 

U11B  v Holmwood House 
The U11B team tried their hand, or should it be their feet, at football on 
Wednesday against Holmwood House. Understandably, we were a little 
bit rusty in our skills, though we fought manfully in the first half to keep 
the score down to 2-0 thanks to some excellent saves from Rory. In the 
second half we began to tire and Holmwood took advantage as they 
racked up a few more goals. We did, though, score one goal when Monty 
finished off one of our attacking moves. Well played all.     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The U9 boys arrived at a rather bitterly cold 
Orwell Park full of confidence. Luckily the 
schedule meant that we played back to back 
games which kept the boys suffering from 
frostbite! We beat Moreton Hall,  
Orwell Park and Framlingham in our group 
games which meant we faced Orwell again 
in the final game. I think by that time our 
boys were blocks of ice which meant that 
our tackling was not as good and we lost the 
game. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
On Friday OBH played at the Orwell Park U8 
Tag Rugby tournament. There were plenty 
of games played throughout the afternoon 
and the boys should be proud of how hard 
they worked in very windy conditions. OBH 
came up against a number of tough teams 
and at times struggled to get low to take the 
tags off their opposition. As the afternoon 
progressed the boys started to attack with 
more aggression and purpose making it  
difficult for other teams to defend their try 
line. Overall, it was a fantastic afternoon of 
rugby with many positives to take away 
from the day including a well-deserved win 
over one of the Orwell Park teams. 

U9 Rugby Festival at 
Orwell Park 

U8 Tag Rugby Tournament 
at  Orwell Park 
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