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David Griffiths Blog……. 

 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
What a wet week! I say wet, but on Wednesday afternoon we had micro-climate conditions as the Astro was  
approximately ten degrees colder than the football pitches. 
 
We started the half-term with news of Nolly gaining an Art Exhibition to Stowe. She should be incredibly proud of 
her achievements. She is another in a long line of scholarship success going back to 1896. Next week we take receipt 
of a series of honours boards celebrating this historic success and you will be able to see them displayed in the 
Drawing Room shortly.  
 
It has been a week of fast developing news with regards to Coronavirus and we continue to follow advice and  
updates on a daily basis. We remind the children every day about washing hands and maintaining clean routines 
throughout the day. Please do reinforce this with all children over the weekend. Although this is the best way of 
ensuring this particular virus does not spread, it is the best way of ensuring that any virus does not spread.  
Unfortunately, children are particularly good at swapping germs and we need to be vigilant. 
 
A reminder to all parents to talk to me regarding future schools at a convenient time if you have not done so  
already. We host talks for all parents in Year 4 each year to get the ball rolling, and parents are welcome at any time 
before or after this point. Please do also send requests for absence for a school visit directly to me. 
 
I look forward to seeing many parents at the quiz this evening. I understand that the staff team has won four out of 
the last five years. With yours truly joining this year, that is sure to be a statistic that doesn’t look so healthy come 
Saturday morning.   
 
Best wishes, 
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Matters of the Moment…… 
 

Huddl Talk: 
Mental Health, Wellbeing & Reslience 
For those parents  who attended the recent  Huddl talk at half term, we 
have now received a link.  If any parent who either attended or would 
like access to the presentation via a link, please can you email Jo  
Riddleston:  jo.riddleston@obh.co.uk 
 

Open Evening at Greene King Beer Café 
Bury St. Edmunds 
Friday 6th March 7.00 pm 
David and Becky Griffiths are hosting an Open Evening for prospective 
parents at the Greene King Beer Café  in Bury St. Edmunds on Friday 6th 
March at 7.00 p.m.  If parents know of any families who may like to join 
David and Becky for a relaxed and informal discussion for their child’s 
educational journey, please do encourage them to go along.  For further 
information contact should be made with Becky Griffiths:  
becky.griffiths@obh.co.uk or tel:  01449 740252 

 
 

 

REMINDER:  
Year 6 Bletchley Park Trip  
Tuesday 3rd March 2020 
 
Please remember that all Year 6 children 
will need to arrive in school by 7.30 am 
dressed in normal school uniform with an 
OBH fleece or OBH tracksuit top in case of 
inclement weather. Please meet in the 
Science lab at 7.30 am. Early breakfasts 
for boarders will be provided. 
  
Transport is by coach which will leave at 
7.40 am, and we should return to school 
by 4.30 pm. Children can be collected as 
normal at the end of the school day at 
5.40pm. 
  
Your child may bring a small amount of 
pocket money (£5) for small souvenirs of 
the day, however, your child is  
responsible for this. The children also 
need to bring a small bag for their lunch 
(which will be provided by OBH), and a 
pencil case.  Children may bring a tradi-
tional camera  with them but no devices 
(i.e. phones) will be allowed.  Any camera 
brought will be the responsibility of the 
child. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Bletchley Park Year 6 
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News from Stable Yard…   
 
I hope that everyone enjoyed a wonderfully relaxing holiday.  
 

This week has certainly whizzed by and the children have quickly settled 
back into a routine. Everyone has been busy in the classroom, out on the 
sports fields and playing in the gardens at break time. 
 

Our theme of RESPECT from the OBH Way has been in evidence and the 
children have enjoyed discussing examples of this and adding their 
thoughts on the white board.  
 

“Respect means that you care enough to think about 
 others’ feelings before you act” 

 

This is an incredibly powerful and important message for the children. 
 

Just before Half Term, Year 3 had a lovely time making their friend ships 
and life boats, as we explored what qualities we look for within our peer 
group.  
 

Here is a super example of a Recipe for a Great Friend by Cameron 
 

First, add some playfulness. 
Next, blend in a cup of respect to make me feel happy. 

Then, fry in some humour to make me laugh. 
Sprinkle in a pinch of honesty so I feel safe. 

Finally, whisk in a spoonful of love and positivity. 
 

 

 

 

Thursday 5th March 
Sudbury Festival 
We will depart from school after an early 
lunch and return by 5.40 pm. You are  
welcome to come and watch the  
performances at 1.50pm and 3.15pm.  At 
the end of the second performance  
parents can take their children home from 
the Delphi Centre in Sudbury. 
 
Please can the children come to school 
wearing their Sunday Best. 
 

Tuesday 10th March 
Fitzwilliam Museum 
Year 3 visit to the Fitzwilliam Museum in 
Cambridge. We will depart from school 
after registration and return by  
approximately 2.30pm. This will be another 
opportunity for the children to wear their 
Sunday Best. 

 
Both events promise to be very exciting 
and rewarding for the children. 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead: 
Diary Dates 
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BBC2 500 Words Competition……... 

Thursday was the deadline for the BBC Radio 2 500 word short story competition. 
Over one hundred stories have been sent electronically to Wogan House from 
OBH. We will not hear whether any of our pupils have made it through to the 
next round until April. Many of the OBH stories will be published in our New 
Voices book next term. Here are two entries: 
 

The Red Balloon 
By Nolly Year 8 

I follow behind the hearse. Flowers decorate the exterior of the coffin. Everyone is in tears, some with racking sobs, 
and others sniffling into a handkerchief; but not me. I hold my head up high, refusing to let my tears fall. It starts to 
rain and I smile, a good omen; heaven is mourning my loss too. I look around. All the shop blinds are down, even the 
butcher has come out, imitating his statue out of respect. I look down. We have arrived at the church… 

 

When we arrive at the grave, and the tears threaten to fall, I look down and dab my eyes with a soaked tissue. It was 
a beautiful service. I read a short prayer, wishing him luck on his journey to heaven, and thanking the hospital staff 
who kissed him goodnight. He had not been the same since she had died. They were soulmates and I am glad he is 
going back to her. A forgotten memory flashes through my mind...We were blowing up balloons in preparation for a 
party. We were laughing and smiling, and we were all fine... I reach into my coat pocket, and feel a balloon, a solitary 
leftover that I had forgotten about. I smile at the memory. 

 

I listen to the vicar read out Mass, and then, as the party of mourners heads back to the village hall, I slink away, 
back to the grave by myself. I lay down the bouquet of handpicked flowers from the garden and say my goodbyes to 
both of them. I reach out for the balloon. It is red, his favourite colour. I smile, and raise it to my lips as I blow it up 
and tie the knot that keeps the air trapped inside. Finally, I cannot hold them back, and my tears flow down my 
cheeks. As the pure rain water mixes with my salty tears and flows down my face, I let it go to the wind and watch as 
a single balloon floats away in the rain. 

Fate  
By Magnus Year 8 

The sand stretched endlessly across the golden landscape in oscillating patterns. The earth was scorched, the sun 
was glaring and the heat was sweltering. Vultures circled overhead, which was an ominous sign. It was mid-
afternoon but it was still blisteringly hot. 
 

The jeep’s bonnet had smoke spiralling out of it. It had overheated. In addition, two of the tyres had hit a jagged rock 
which speared them. I had no alternative. I would have to set off on foot for an oasis which was twenty miles away.  
 

My name was Ronald Livingstone and I was an adventurer. I had discovered Eldorado in the Amazon rainforest. 
Many people had tried, only to be consumed by the depths of the forest, never to be seen again. Then I found it. It 
had the face of a lion with burning red eyes. As I entered, it made an almighty roar. I then slipped and fell down the 
throat of the monarch of the jungle. The riches were amazing. Dazzling diamonds, blood-red rubies and shiny sap-
phires. I took all I could and climbed out into the wilderness of vines and canopies. I visited again and again to collect 
the loot I had uncovered. Now it is a tourist attraction for the whole world; everyone on the planet knows about my 
tremendous feat. 
 

Today I was in the Sahara Desert looking for the Saharan tomb of Ooga Booga, which is rumoured to be hidden un-
der an oasis. It contains unrivalled riches. Not many people had heard of it but everyone that knew about it had tried 
to uncover its dark mysteries. All had failed to find it, but I was not going to. The sun baked the earth, tanning the 
sand. I felt weak and tired. I could barely move. I climbed up a tall dune and looked longingly into the distance. Then 
I spotted something. An oasis. My limp stride turned into a jog and then a run. As I was running, I tripped and rolled 
down the dune. I landed just in front of the water. I laid on the golden, rich sand. Feeling lifeless. I crawled, with all 
of the might left in my limp body, to reach the water. I formed my hands into a scoop and sipped the fresh, cool wa-
ter. I sighed with relief as the spring water quenched my aching thirst… 
 

I woke up in the sand. My throat felt like the desert itself. Bone dry. I had been hallucinating, my mind playing tricks 
on me. I was going to die and there was nothing I was going to be able to do about it. My fate had been decided.  
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Boarding……….. 
 

emma.easdale@obh.co.uk 
tracey.thornton@obh.co.uk 
rob.miller@obh.co.uk 
mark.warrington@obh.co.uk  

 

Welcome back to all in the boarding houses 
and thank you for your efforts especially at 
the start of a busy half term.  We have 
celebrated various birthdays during the 
week and on Monday evening the Year 8 
pupils helped Ned celebrate his 13th birth-
day with an enjoyable feast of delights and 
the evening went off with a scream………

when the cake was cut after a rousing rendition of happy birthday from 
the whole dining room.  
 
With more and more preparations happening with regard to The  
Ambassador’s Ball (Saturday 14 March) we look forward to seeing as 
many pupils as possible at this wonderful event. It will be time for the 
senior children to let their hair down after their recent exams and also 
for those in Middle School to indulge in marvellous magic, chocolate 
fountains and dancing the night away with their friends. We are very 
much looking forward to welcoming you all to the party and to spend a 
night in the cosy dormitories before a lovely pyjama breakfast the  
following morning. It promises to be a fantastic evening packed full of 
fun so make sure you fill out the invitation and book your place as soon 
as possible. 
 

Events to come….. 
We look forward to welcoming Sally Emslie for the World of Work talk 
this coming Monday. She will be discussing the world of ‘Sustainable 
Fashion and Lifestyle’ and after our recent Eco Fair which was a great 
success, we hope that this talk will continue to inspire the children to 
do more for their futures and beyond. 

 
 
Spero have enjoyed playing the new 
games that were kindly donated 
after the eco fair.  We would also 
like to thank The Friends who have 
given us some money to buy books. 
The children have been busy  
compiling a wish list. 

www.obh.co.uk 

Spero 
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A Peek at our Week………………. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

The Little Raindrops and Sunbeams have been having a 
fair-trade week! They have been making paintings using 
fair trade coffees and teas. Their sound of the week this 
week has been 'E' and they have been making some 
very funny 'e' elephants.  
 
They have also had great fun getting messy in the  
pancake factory role play corner! 

Rainbows have been thinking about ‘pets’ this week. 
We undertook a very enjoyable pet survey around the 
school, asking everyone we bumped into about their 
pets and marking the answers on our clipboards. Very 
efficient! We have also been writing the most amazing 
stories for our Writing Adventure books – remembering 
the important ingredients of characters, setting and an 
exciting event.  

This week Starlight class have started our cross circular 
topic on the continent of Africa, by jetting off to the 
country of Kenya. The children loved setting the class-
room up as an aeroplane, making their own passports 
and enjoying the in–flight entertainment and 
snacks. Do come and see the amazing new African Safa-
ri role-play - the children have enjoyed being part of 
the build, sharing ideas and crafting different elements.  

 
Dragonflies have been using their imagination and have 

all been able to continue a story about a Magical  

Feather. They impressed us by using exciting adjectives 

and expression as they retold their own story to the 

class. In maths, we have been learning about fractions, 

the children had fun decorating a pizza with various  

toppings then writing the correct fraction for each  

topping. 

 

Stars of the Week 
Congratulations to  our Stars of the Week  
 
 

Dragonflies  Lauren & Ralph 
Starlight  Sophie 
Rainbows  Ralph 
Sunbeams &   Wilf 
Little Raindrops   

 
It was lovely welcoming so many parents in 
for Activity Morning this morning. There was 
an amazing spread of Dr. Seuss activities and 
the parents were getting stuck in decorating 
sparkly fish, sequencing strawberries/
marshmallows, colouring mixing a spectrum 
of red hats and making fabulous paper Lorax 
characters...and many others too. 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday to Lily, who celebrated her 
7th birthday yesterday. 

Happy Birthday 

Activity Morning 
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A busy week in Pre-Prep…... 
 

www.obh.co.uk 

Pancake Day in the Pre-Prep 
Pre-Prep enjoyed some  
pancake racing on Tuesday, 
courtesy of Mrs. Drake and 
her penchant for pancakes!  
There was flipping,  
dropping and giggling galore 
– a really lovely way to  
celebrate Shrove Tuesday.  

 
A visit from Chilton Primary 
Yesterday, we were delighted to welcome 
the Reception class from Chilton Primary to 
OBH for the morning. Our initial plan of  
storytelling in the Library was changed last 
minute and we wrapped up, booted up and 
headed out into the snow for 45 minutes. 
The children had to complete some  
challenges, such as catching a snow flake, 
stomping on a snowball and making foot-
prints in fresh snow – but mainly they  
wanted to investigate and explore. Of 
course, the last time it snowed they were 
only 2 or 3 years old! We then headed to 
the Ives Studio for a fantastic drama session 
with Mr. Paley, where the children  
particularly enjoyed beating Mr. Paley at the 
chair game and leaving him with no-where 
to sit! 
 

Re-use re-use re-use! 
Many thanks to Clive 
Williamson at ‘Maynard 
House Apple Juice’ for 
donating all the taster 
cups to the Pre-Prep 
after our fantastic Eco 
Fair last week. The  
children have loved 

stacking, building and creating with them. 
There has been some impressive and  
dedicated work on show. 
 
And…. Year 2 were delighted to welcome 
into their class, Ralph who has joined OBH 
this week! 
 
Have a lovely weekend.  
Camilla Webster 
 
 

This week……. 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
Girls’ Sport …. 
 

Senior Netball 
 

U11 Small Schools IAPS Netball Tournament 
at Framlingham Prep School 

Expectations were high as the girls travelled to Framlingham for the 
small schools IAPS netball tournament. With twenty schools entered and 
a tough draw, OBH were going to have to be on form if they were to fin-
ish top two and make it through to the Cup competition. 
 

OBH played Hilden Oaks from Tonbridge first. This result proved pinnacle 
to where OBH finished in the group. They had many opportunities but 
unfortunately the shooters were unable to convert, meaning a loss of 8-
5. The girls picked themselves up before their next match against St Ives, 
this was a win 6-0 but with the shots struggling to find the net, it should 
have been by a lot more.  
 

After a quick break, OBH played Widford Lodge from Chelmsford who 
had beaten Hilden Oaks earlier in the morning. Changes were made in 
the attack to offer more height and these proved effective with OBH 
leading 4-1 at half time. However, Widford came out fighting and 
stepped up a gear whereas OBH stepped back allowing the opposition to 
bring the score level and finishing the game 5-5 and Widford went on to 
top the group. Had OBH got the win they would have finished in 2nd 
place but they confirmed their 3rd place with an excellent win 9-0 over St 
Joseph’s College.  
 

The girls enjoyed a deserved lunch and were ready for their quarter final 
against Cottesmore School from Surrey. It was an interesting game, one 
that I have not experienced before but the girls coped better than Mrs 
Thurlow and I and OBH managed to squeeze a win by just 1 goal! This 
took OBH into the semi final against The Royal School. OBH were starting 
to look tired and it affected their decision making. The opposition took 
the win 6-5. The girls were very disappointed but perked themselves up 
for the 3rd/4th playoff against Terrington which unfortunately ended a 4-2 
loss. The girls showed excellent determination throughout the day and 
they all came away better players. 
 

U11A v Littlegarth 

On Wednesday the U11s played a new  fixture against Littlegarth, with 
no pre-conceptions this transpired to be a competitive match played in 
good spirits. The As led from the start with a confident 5-1 lead. The 
team were playing the ball down the court quickly and efficiently giving 
the shooters lots of opportunities to shoot. In the second quarter OBH 
continued to play well, although occasionally forgetting to clear away 
quite as effectively as in the first quarter. They corrected this going into 
the third quarter. Littlegarth definitely stepped up the pressure, but OBH 
responded in the same manner; which was fantastic to see. Having  
finished the first quarter with a four goal lead they finished the match 
with an impressive eight goal lead winning the match 17-9. A great game 
to have played prior to IAPS the following day. 

U11B  
The U11B team were in great form on 
Wednesday afternoon and played brilliantly 
against Littlegarth. Dominating the play 
from the start, the girls were quick to turn 
over the ball and pass it up the court to the 
attacking circle. It took a little while for the 
shooters to get their eye in, at the end of 
the first quarter, they were 1 – 0 up. In the 
second and third quarter, some excellent 
defensive play by the OBH team limited 
Littlegarth’s attempts on goal. Again, the 
girls passed accurately and with pace to 
send the ball to the OBH attacking third and 
a few more successful shots on goal led to a 
4 – 0 lead into the final quarter. The girls 
worked really well as a team throughout the 
match and should be very proud of their 
performance, finishing with a 5 – 1 victory. 
 
 

U11C   
OBH started strongly against a confident 
Littlegarth.  They kept possession through-
out the match, making sure they thought 
about the placement of the ball and their 
spacing. The OBH defence worked tirelessly 
against an agile Littlegarth. They made 
plenty of interceptions which gave the 
attack numerous opportunities. They 
worked very well together and along with 
excellent shooting ensured OBH took and 
excellent win 23-7. 

U11 v Littlegarth 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

Boys’ Sport… 
 

Fixture Change 
Wednesday 4th March v Culford 
Boys Hockey  
Please note:  
1st , 2nd 3rd & 4th teams to now play AWAY 
Colts A, B, C & D to play at HOME 
This change has been requested by Culford. 

 

Senior Hockey 
1st VII v The Leys 

A quick start was needed as we knew The Leys was a useful team.  
However, the message didn’t quite get through to the boys, and we con-
ceded two very soft goals on the first five minutes. OBH had the main 
run of play; we could not convert our chances. We lost out on 50/50 
balls which gave the opposition the physical dominance. 4-0 down at half 
time and some strong words before the second half. The second half was 
a different game, the boys stepped up, won the ‘collisions’ which gave us 
field position and chance on goal. A well-worked set-piece gave us the 
goal we needed and we won the second half 1-0.  
 
 

2nd VII v The Leys and Ipswich High 

Two very good games for the boys. Some excellent passing and finishing 
gave us two well-deserved wins. The boys outplayed The Leys in all  
departments, with a hat-trick for our Centre Forward and even the de-
fenders got in on the action. The Ipswich High game was played at great 
pace, with both sides having opportunities to score. It was OBH that 
broke the lines first and from there on in it was a barrage of well-
executed goals. It was pleasing to see the continued improvement in the 
boys this term, there is a good 1st VII emerging for next season! 
 
 

3rd VII v The Leys 
On Wednesday the boys played against The Leys 3rd and 4th teams. OBH 
were on the defensive during the first game however, the boys defended 
well and were able to clear the ball after each attack. During the second 
half OBH found more consistency in their passing and moved the ball 
with accuracy into the opposition’s half. The game looked like it would 
stay at 0-0 until OBH broke away and scored a last second goal to win the 
game 1-0. The fixture against The Leys 4th team again saw a very even 
game. The Leys moved the ball well and tested the goalkeeper a number 
of times however, OBH were able to find two goals from two excellent 
attacking opportunities to win the game. 

 

U11A  
Between the clouds and rain emerged the 
teams and some glorious sunshine. The boys 
were up for the challenge against a well-
drilled Littlegarth team. With emphasis on 
passing the ball wide and at the earliest  
opportunity, it was not long before the 
game became stretched and the ball was 
travelling from end-to-end. Early shots on 
our goal resulted in a 2-0 scoreline with an 
unfortunate ricochet that sent the goal 
keeper the wrong way. We then countered 
with some good attacking options and  
presented a greater threat to their goal. Half 
time came and went and with a change of 
sides for the opposition, the boys again 
threatened to score. Eventually after some 
good passing and defensive work from both 
sides, an opening in the opposition box  
allowed us to run through and finish with 
accuracy. 2-1 remained the score for the 
rest of the game. However, there were 
some brilliant moments from the goal 
keepers throughout the game with one shot 
being tipped over the corner of the goal 
from a long range effort.   Well played boys 
and continue to work together and develop 
your skills for the next fixture.  

U11B 
The U11B team played two matches, one 
against the Littlegarth Year 5s and the other 
against the Year 6s. We spent most of both 
games defending, and Rory displayed his 
excellent goalkeeping skills on numerous 
occasions. We battled manfully as a team 
but our chances to score were few as we 
struggled to maintain possession. Littlegarth 
were deserved winners in both matches, but 
we learnt a lot and enjoyed the afternoon, 
despite the cold weather.  

U11C 
This was a very difficult afternoon playing a 
very good ‘C’ team in some freezing wind. 
The opposition were very well-organised 
and created far more space than we could. 
This led to continued pressure on the goal 
that, naturally, led to them scoring. We  
defended resiliently and had to put our bod-
ies on the line to great effect at times. We 
had few attacking chances of which to speak 
and Littlegarth ran out as deserved winners. 
Nevertheless, as with England against  
Ireland, sometimes the best team wins. 

U11 Football v Littlegarth 
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