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David Griffiths Blog……. 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
The Pre-Prep sing-along yesterday morning was a lovely event and I hope that all parents  
enjoyed it. The night before Poppy showed me how to design with Hama Beads during boarders 
activities and I attach a photo of my first design. I might be revealing some sporting affiliations 
with this, but do forgive me if you support a lesser team! There is nothing like a bit of Premier 
League hubris! 
 
Congratulations go to Magnus who has been awarded an All-Rounder Scholarship to Ipswich 
School. It is a fantastic accolade for a young man with a lot to give his senior school, as he has on 
his journey at OBH from Nursery through to Year 8. 
 
The situation with Covid-19 is fast changing and dynamic. I hope all  parents have now received 
my letter sent last night outlining  further guidance and planning for all eventualities. 
 
Enjoy your weekend. 
 
Best wishes, 
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Matters of the Moment…… 

 

Open Morning 
Saturday 20th March 10.00 am 
 
If parents know of any families who may like to join David and Becky for a 
relaxed and informal discussion for their child’s educational journey, 
please do encourage them to come along.  For further information  
contact should be made with Becky Griffiths:  
becky.griffiths@obh.co.uk or tel:  01449 740252 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reminder! 
Please be aware that there are no 
Saturday afternoon activities  
tomorrow.    
 
Details for next terms activities will 
be sent out shortly.  
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday Activities 
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News from Stable Yard…   
 
As we head towards the final weeks of term, the children have continued 
to work hard in class and enjoy the brighter weather during their free 
time.  
 
This week, the children in Year 3 were great ambassadors for OBH, as we 
headed to the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge, as part of our  
continued study of Ancient Egypt. The behaviour from them all was  
exemplary, as they listened attentively to our informative guide. We 
were incredibly impressed with their interesting questions and 
knowledge, which they were keen to share. This was a wonderful  
example of how to bring history to life. 
 
In Year 4 we have continued with our work on settlements in geography 
and the epic poem of Beowulf in History. We were impressed with the 
children’s creative writing in English with many fine examples of what it 
would be like to be lost in the fog at sea like Daniel and Gracie were. 
 
In Design Technology our Year 4 pupils finished building their insect  
hotels. They had a lot of fun constructing the project and learning about 
different insects to go in their hotel. They then went outside to search 
for pine cones, moss, and twigs with many coming back with various  
other things to attract their lucky insect guests.  
 
Please could we remind the children to keep their Pokemon cards at 
home, rather than trade at school. Could we also politely request that 
children have the correct equipment in their pencil cases. Thank you. 
 
It is always lovely to meet the new children joining OBH. Thank you to 
everyone for making Henry feel so welcome on Wednesday and Leo on 
Thursday. 
 

Middle School Concert 
Please note that the Middle School concert scheduled for Monday 23rd 
March has now  been cancelled.  We hope we will find another date for 
next term. 

 
We wished a very Happy Birthday to George. 
Thank you so much for the delicious cupcakes 
that were shared at breaktime. 
 
We wish you all a pleasant weekend. 
 

 
Mrs Rice, Mrs Lee, Mr Pascalides, Mr Gillott and the Middle School team. 
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Busy Musicians…. 
 

Musicians entertain the pensioners 
 
On Monday morning a group of our young musicians visited Red Gables in 
Stowmarket. They entertained about 50 pensioners at their monthly lunch 
club. 
 
Trixie, Amelia, Imogen, Issy B, Isobel R, Rose, Helena, Flossie M and Bertie 
all performed beautifully with great confidence and skill. The audience  
thoroughly enjoyed the recital and joined in singing along with several of 
the pieces. The children were a credit to the school and received many 
compliments on their behaviour and performances. 
 

 
 

Our Mini-Fiddles Group 

Quel temps fait-il?  
What's the weather like?  
 
On Wednesday, Year 5 pupils carried out 
their French presentations about the 
weather. We tuned into the French News 
to find out that in Paris, it is nice weather 
but in Lyon it is cold. In Marseilles, it is 
windy whereas in Nantes it is foggy. We 
shall see what this evening’s weather fore-
cast brings…  

French 
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Creative Writing …………. 
 

In Year 6 last week, we were creating stories based on atmosphere and descriptive detail, rather than plot-driven 
narratives. Here is Sophie's story: 

 

The Lake  
By Sophie Year 6 

 
The calming snow floated down from the misty clouds. Everything was transformed. The glistening powder coated 

the trees, making them invisible to the naked eye. The blood-red sun was rising slowly above the colossal moun-

tains, making the soft dust twinkle like a star on a cloudless night. The icy lake sparkled beneath the untrodden 

snow, trying to stay where it could be seen. 

I opened my eyes. I could just see the bright light creeping under the thick curtains. I sat up, pulling my duvet onto 

my shoulders for extra warmth. I snuggled my feet into comfortable slippers and trudged over to the window, my 

duvet dragging along behind me. 

I peeked through the curtains and my mouth opened slightly in wonder. Everything was covered in white. I could see 

my tree house covered beneath the foliage. The hen hutch was completely covered in a thick blanket of snow. The 

frost etched over the chilly window, creating intricate patterns like a dancer gliding on ice. 

There was a moment which I had to myself, before the silence was interrupted by an irritable creak. I glanced over 

my shoulder to see who it was. My mother had just opened the door and was smiling. She walked over and put an 

arm round my shoulder. I asked her if I could go outside and skate. She told me I could, as long as I was careful not 

to slip over and hurt myself.  

Half an hour later, after I had washed and dressed, I stepped out into the snowy wilderness. I breathed in the fresh 

winter air. I placed one foot in the sugar-like snow. I hesitated and gazed around me as if I was expecting an ap-

plause. I carried on my journey, my skates swinging from side to side, and walked off towards the twinkling lake.  

I sat down on a patch of icy grass and took off my thick winter boots. I pulled on my skate and tied the laces. After I 

had my other skate on, I stood up and shuffled carefully over to the frozen lake. 

I pushed off and felt the cool breeze swirl around my face. I tried a few tricks. I pirouetted around and landed su-

perbly on one foot. I caught a glimpse of my mother looking anxiously out of the window. I smiled. I think that reas-

sured her as she smiled back and turned away to the washing. I put my hands across my chest and kicked off. I spun 

round and round. I whooped with excitement. I was so overjoyed that I did not hear the dangerous crack of ice and 

the swirl of approaching water.  

I felt the freezing liquid rush around me. My legs went numb and I just kicked helplessly. I tried to scream but all 

that came out were a few bubbles. I felt my eyes slowly close. I heard a splash from somewhere above my head and 

someone tugged at my coat. I felt myself slowly rising. I tried to open my eyes, but they stayed shut. I just let myself 

rise and simply hoped that I survived…. 

I coughed and spluttered on the bank. My heart was racing, my lungs gulping down as much air as they could. I felt 

my whole body slowly come back to life, as if it had just woken from a deep sleep. I noticed that one of my skates 

had fallen off in the lake. I grabbed at my other skate and yanked it off. I tossed it into the deep water. Now they can 

be together I thought. I hurried back to the house. My bones ached with cold. I was never going near that lake 

again…. 
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Boarding……….. 
 

emma.easdale@obh.co.uk 
tracey.thornton@obh.co.uk 
rob.miller@obh.co.uk 
mark.warrington@obh.co.uk  

It is with great disappointment that the Ambassador’s Ball  has had to 
be postponed  but  another date will be found! 
 
This week we have been enjoying the relaxed atmosphere in the  
dormitories whilst the children have continued to chat through the 
latest hot topics. A combination of Hide and Seek, the quietest of 
games, and reading time has allowed the children enjoy the end of the 
evening whilst calming down before lights out. Dodgeball, tennis, music 
practice and extra drama sessions have continued to excite the  
children, whilst other splendid games have been played in the library 
and common rooms. The children have continued to throw themselves 
into the activities and we hope that the evenings will gradually become 
lighter and the weather fairer, then they can all get out and enjoy the 
fresh air in the final two weeks of term.  
 

 
  

Playtime at Rory’s Place 

We welcomed back some old faces to Spero 
this week. It is lovely when the older  
children come up to play games, make 
toast and read stories.  

 
 

Spero 
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Weekend Boarding…. 
 
 
The end of another week and an especially tiring one for those sitting exams.  After a 
warm-up on the pool table and ping-pong, both of which I continue to be beaten at 
we settled down to some chocolate treats and to watch the Peter Rabbit film.  The 
lighter evenings are much welcome and Celia, Supha and David decided to make the 
most of the evening and play tennis.  Later we enjoyed a supper of pasta bolognaise 
followed by apple crumble and cream.  And after all this activity we still had enough 
energy to play dodgeball in the Britten Hall along with the number/chair game, I 
don’t think that it has a name, we have sort of made it up.  After an evening snack 
we headed up for showers and change into PJ’s and calls home.  At bed time there 
was great excitement and general screeching from the boys dorm after a crow flew 
in through the slightly open window and caused havoc as it flew around the room, 
never a dull moment in boarding!  Thankfully with the help of Michael from Estates 
we managed to catch and release it back into the nights sky!  Drama over and time 
to settle down for a good nights sleep.   
 
 
As a special treat we had a lie-in on Saturday and a full English breakfast at 10.00am, 
along with pancakes which were very popular.  The morning was very chilled with 
everyone relaxing in their PJ’s until the afternoon.  Although it was a little bracing, 
the blue sky tempted David, Supha and Jiaqi out to the tennis courts where David 
provided tennis coaching to Jiaqi, it was lovely to be outside and have a run 
around.  Afterwards enjoyed a buffet lunch with fresh sandwiches, sausage rolls, 
crisps, chocolate and fruit before piling into the minibus and heading over to Bury St 
Edmunds and the Sing-along Greatest Showman at the Theatre Royal.  Unfortunately 
for the adults the goody bag contained lots of noise making equipment including a 
hand clapper, very popular with the children but no so with the adults!  Audience 
participation was strongly encouraged, so there was a lot of noise, stamping,  
clapping, booing and of course singing.  After all that singing we headed off to Pizza 
Express to re-fuel and enjoy a well earnt pizza supper, then  back to OBH just in time 
for showers and beds and the end of another busy but fun day.  No crow further 
crow visit thankfully.   
 
 
On Sunday we were up and in Sunday best for church at Thorpe Morieux. Thank you 
to Celia and Jiaqi for doing the collection and we enjoyed Celia helping Rev. Tiffer 
with the sermon and the story of the serpent on the pole.  After the service we 
served cakes, managing a few ourselves and a chat before heading back to school to 
change into home clothes and a lunch of burgers followed by waffles.  David was 
very impressed with his vegetarian burger made from lentils and chickpeas, and 
thought it a great improvement on the breakfast vegetarian sausages.  Given the 
lovely blue sky and warm weather we decided on a country walk and pulled on the 
wellies for a ramble over to Thorpe Morieux to visit the llamas and alpacas.  The 
walk over was lovely and everyone enjoyed jumping and splashing about in puddles 
and mud.  I am not so sure that the llamas were as happy to see us as we them, 
however we kept a respectful distance and there was no spitting, so we didn’t cause 
any concern.  On the way home we had a quick Jaffa cake stop and just before we 
got safely back the heavens opened and after a five minute downpour we returned a 
little wet and bedraggled.  Not to worry, a quick change and we settled down in the 
Common Room to warm-up with some well deserved hot chocolate.  After a little 
rest we were back to full energy levels and so off to the Britten Hall to play corner 
hockey, I am not sure where all this energy comes from but it seems endless!  Time 
for supper and a chill in front of the tv before showers and beds.   
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A Peek at our Week………………. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
This week in Nursery, the Little Raindrops and Sun-
beams have thoroughly enjoyed the spring sunshine. 
We have been very busy outside in the mud kitchen and 
enjoying walks to observe signs of spring.  The children 
have also been busy bees creating beautiful blossoms 
with Mrs Brown to decorate our lovely classroom.  
 

Rainbow class had a fantastic trip on Wednesday – we 
visited four local playgrounds, recording the different 
equipment on a tally chart and thinking about what we 
enjoyed and which parts did not work well. Of course, 
we also tested the playgrounds out! Next week, we will 
be planning and designing miniature playgrounds,  
before making them out of small recyclables and junk 
modelling bits and pieces. Keep your eyes peeled for an 
update. 

Aside from rehearsing and performing for the Spring 
Sing, Year 1 Starlights have fully immersed themselves 
in everything Africa. We have been learning about  
African animals and using what we have learnt to in-
spire our writing. We have been exploring how the  
animals have adapted themselves to their habitats as 
well as developing our adjective vocabulary. We are 
studying the book We all went on Safari which is a 
counting journey based in Tanzania. The children are 
creating their own version of the story using their  
favourite animals and their most exciting adjectives. 
You must come and have a look at our stories soon.  

 
Dragonflies and been busy preparing a few little  
surprises for their Mothers in preparation for a special 
class assembly for them next Thursday. In Science, we 
have been looking at medicine where this should be 
stored, who can give us medicine etc. To end our week 
our class kindness fuzzy jar is full, so the children  
enjoyed a class party.  
 
 

Stars of the Week 
 
Pre-Prep were delighted to welcome Mr. 
Auld for our Star of the Week Assembly this 
morning and congratulations to  our Stars of 
the Week  
 
 

Dragonflies  Rufus & Sophie 
Starlight  James 
Rainbows  Ralph 
Sunbeams &   Logan & Alfie 
Little Raindrops   
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A busy week in Pre-Prep…... 

 

 

You came; you sang! 
Many thanks for coming along to our Spring 
sing-a-long yesterday. The children always 
perform brilliantly, and really do love doing 
so – from upside-down numbers to trying to 
sit down after only one song – it really was a 
great way to start the day. It was also lovely 
to see some mummies, daddies and families 
joining in too! 

And….  In rehearsal…. 

Sing-a-long 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

Girls’ Sport… 
Senior Netball 
1st VII IAPS Regional Qualifier  
at Felsted School  
With exams finished, the girls were relaxed and looking forward to their 
final IAPS tournament for OBH. The girls needed to finish in the top two 
of the group to qualify for the Cup competition. Town Close were the 
girls first opponent which as we knew from previous years, would be a 
hard match. The team worked hard to keep the score level for the  
majority of the game but a tactical switch in the shooting circle enabled 
OBH to take the win by 3 goals. This was a real confidence boost and the 
perfect start to the day. 
 

OBH faced a tricky Barnardiston Hall in the second match. It was not the 
prettiest game to watch and definitely did not showcase the fantastic 
netball the girls can play but the girls finally took control and won 6-1. 
 

OBH took to the court against Felsted in the final group match. The plan 
was to score as many goals as possible and not be intimidated by their 
height. OBH started incredibly well and were in the game for the first 
half but after the half time whistle, Felsted found their step and took the 
win comfortably.  
 

OBH finished second in the group and had hit the target of the day so the 
hard work was done and anything more was a bonus. 
 

OBH were the unluckiest school having to face eventual winners St. 
Faith’s in the quarter final. St. Faith’s were unstoppable but every OBH 
player who was in the squad gave everything and should be very proud 
of themselves with their performances during the day, I certainly am. 
 

 

 
1st VII v St. Felix 
OBH welcomed St. Felix on Wednesday 
afternoon for a great game of netball. The 
girls started well taking an early lead and it 
was obvious that OBH were the better side. 
The match was then used as an opportunity 
for the girls to play in different positions and 
new combinations. This will help improve 
their all-round skills and match play. OBH 
continued to increase the lead and took the 
win 15-6. 
 
Due to St. Felix having to have a quick turna-
round at OBH, the girls then took on the 
boys in the much-awaited match. The boys 
have been telling the girls ‘netball isn’t a 
sport’, ‘you can’t even touch anyone’ and 
‘we are going to thrash you’ so the girls 
were out to prove a point. The boys are not 
used to having restricted areas, restricted 
footwork, decision making and passing with-
in 3 seconds of receiving the ball. It is safe to 
say, they soon realised the number of skills 
that are required and the difficulty of them. 
The girls well and truly proved their point 
and won 23-1! 
 

Netball v St. Felix 
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From the Director of Sport….. 
 

Girls’ Sport… Senior Netball 
 
 

2nd VII v St. Felix 
On a lovely sunny afternoon, the girls were looking forward to playing St. 
Felix. The girls got off to a great start and were passing with confidence 
and purpose. The girls were quickly on the scoreboard, and maintained 
the pressure to secure several more. By half-time OBH were leading 8-1. 
After half time, the girls tried out different positions to improve their all 
round play, and maintained their composure, and drive towards the goal. 
Defensively the team was more open, but after a small adjustment they 
intercepted the oppositions attack and finished the game 11-4. Great 
team effort girls, well done.   
 

U11A  v St. Felix 
On Wednesday St. Felix travelled to OBH for fixtures against us. OBH 
were by far the strongest team and were able to score 16 goals in the 
first 10 minutes of the game. Changes were made in order to balance 
play, but OBH were still a force to be reckoned with. Clear evidence of 
the hard work they have put in throughout the term and the great   
progress they have made.  
 

U11B v St. Felix 
On a glorious sunny afternoon at OBH, the girls started strong against St. 
Felix. OBH dominated at both ends of the court, and prevented St. Felix 
from scoring during the first quarter. St. Felix persevered, however OBH 
pushed on with precise  feeding into the shooting circle. The girls  
defended well and made numerous interceptions which stopped St. Felix 
from scoring during the entire match, and OBH secured a 9-0 victory.  
 

Junior Hockey 

U9A v Orwell Park 
Last Friday we travelled to Orwell Park to play in a competitive game of 
hockey. Whilst Orwell Park has the upper hand in terms of the score line 
OBH played some excellent hockey. There was some good attacking 
phases of play put together by the team and as a result a fantastic goal 
was scored. Clara’s debut performance in goal was a resounding success. 
Lots of positives to take away and build in for next week. 

 

U9B  v Orwell Park 
OBH have improved so much since the beginning of the term and it was 
obvious to see in their match at Orwell Park on Friday. Imogen took to 
the goalkeeper role for the first time and did amazingly well and by the 
end of the match looked like she had been playing goalie all term. She 
was ably supported by her team who worked their hardest and ran more 
than I have ever see them run before! Their understanding of the  
positions and basic skills are improving each match and although the 
match finished as a 3-0 loss, it was a great performance and a positive 
experience. 

 
The U13 boys travelled to Orwell Park on 
Monday for there the first glimpse of cricket 
this year! IT was an indoor format, 8-aside 
and we were lucky enough to get two games 
in. OBH started well and won the first game 
comfortably with the boys hitting the  
winning runs in the penultimate over.  
 
The second game was much closer. OBH hit 
a record 76 runs off 7 overs with a fine  
display of aggressive running and batting. 
With a score of 76 the boys were confident 
in another easy win, but they did not  
account for the tenacity of the Orwell boys, 
and somehow we managed to lose the 
game on the last ball. 
 
It was a terrific game with both sets of boys 
enjoying the experience of playing indoors.   
I am sure they will have learned valuable 
lessons form the game. 

U13 Boys Indoor Cricket v  
Orwell Park  

Junior Hockey  

mailto:registrar@obh.co.uk


 

 Old Buckenham Hall 
 Brettenham, Suffolk, IP7 7PH  |  t: 01449 740252  |  e: admissions@obh.co.uk 

www.obh.co.uk 

obh mail 
From the Director of Sport….. 
 

Boys’ Sport…      Senior Hockey 
 
U11A v Langley Prep 
The boys played very well against a strong Langley team. We were able 
to pass the ball productively and score a goal through persistent effort 
and simple passing and moving. This well-earned goal laid the  
foundations for a well-deserved win through sheer application, winning 
the fifty-fifty challenges and making the most of our chances. Defending 
the goal was key and with thoughtful clearances being made, the boys 
were able to turn defence into attack. Very well done, to all the boys for 
their efforts and improved all round match play. 
 
 

U11B v Langley Prep 
What a great game of hockey this was with some wonderful attacking 
play as well as great saves from the goalkeepers and last-ditch tackles 
and clearances. The gasps and cheers from the parents eluded to this 
fact and although we were a couple of goals to the good the boys  
continued to play really good hockey and hit the post and narrowly 
missed other opportunities to score. Langley finally converted three of 
many opportunities they had to score which meant that the final result 
was a loss. However, the boys should be proud of the way they have 
improved this season so far and should continue to enjoy their hockey 
this season. Well done, to all the boys – a draw would have been a fair 
result. 
 
 

U11C v Langley Prep 
The U11Cs match against Langley was a game of two halves. We started 
slowly in all aspects and soon found ourselves 3-0 down at half time. 
However, we played with much more zest and fight in the second half as 
we pressed the opposition and moved the ball with more width and 
more pace, scoring two goals in quick succession to set up a tense last 
five minutes. Unfortunately, we could not find an equalizer, but we  
certainly matched Langley for spirit in our second-half display.   
 
 

U11D v Langley Prep 
The U11D finished off the season with another spirited display of hockey. 
Up against a skilled team with an outstanding goalkeeper, we did well to 
keep our structure and our competitive edge. Unfortunately, we were 2-
0 down at half time, but we battled back to make it 2-1 after a goal by 
Rufus. We pressed hard for another goal and had a few chances before 
Langley hit us on the break and wrapped up the game 3-1. Well played to 
everyone.  

U9A  
Having lost to Orwell Park earlier in the 
term, the boys were keen to play again. The 
games started well with both teams scoring 
some excellent team try’s, but it was Orwell 
that began to stretch the lead with OBH 
falling off a few tackles. The second half 
proved to be a thriller with OBH regaining 
their tackling ‘mojo’, and we managed to 
get within two scores of the hosts.  
Unfortunately, time ran out, and the Orwell 
boys won a well-deserved victory. 
 

U9B   
Last Friday the U9 boys team played against 
Orwell Park. This was an incredibly tough 
fixture for the boys and the opposition  
dominated possession throughout the  
majority of the game. OBH tried hard to get 
past their defence and scored a well worked 
try during the first half. In the second half 
Orwell Park scored a flurry of tries to seal a 
well-deserved win. Well done, to the OBH 
boys for their positivity and enthusiasm 
throughout the game.  
 

U8   
OBH visited Orwell on a bright, sunny after-
noon and showed that they had been  
making progress with this version of the 
game. They passed the ball effectively from 
the ‘tag’ situation and they were much more 
proactive in defence. Focusing on the  
support runners as well as the ball carrier, 
enabled them the slow down attacking  
opportunities for the home side. That being 
said, this was an exciting game with both 
teams showing they could find gaps and 
make good ground up-field. Play was ‘end to 
end’ and both sides scored some excellent 
tries.    

U9 & U8 Rugby  v  
Orwell Park 
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