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The Buckaneer 
Welcome from the Headmaster, David Griffiths 

Thank you for reading this first ‘new’ edition of the Buckaneer. I have held many conversations with old boys and 
old girls since my arrival as Headmaster in September 2018. During these musings, they have recounted their time 
at the school. When they talk about their OBH days, the one train of thought that is consistent is that they had a 
very special time at the school and the memories will live with them forever. 

 
You will know what it means to be a Buckaneer. For some that might be memories of old 
Beaky (if I might be so rude); skating on the frozen carpark; air pistol shooting across what 
are now the boarding corridors; or learning geometry before being allowed over to the 
Island Pond. The unifying feature of each of these memories is that you experienced them 
with a group of friends, and many of you will maintain those friendships to this day. The 
same golden experiences continue to this very day and while the décor might change, or a 
tree might have disappeared, it must be pleasing to know that children are continuing to 
follow in your footsteps and laugh and learn within these same old walls. 

 
My first eighteen months at OBH have passed in a flash and I have learned much. Perhaps the salient feature is the 
sense of belonging and community that exists at the School. It is for this reason that this publication exists. It is 
down to the hard work of Jo Riddleston, and the determination of Clive Williamson, Will Moore, Peter Took, and 
others to keep links between the Buckaneers and school alive and well. It is why the school continues to thrive and 
see generations of families commit their formative years to our care. 
 
2018-2019 continued some of the great traditions of the school. The thirty-three Year 8 leavers in the summer went 
on to nearly twenty different senior schools that range from some of the great public-school names to the more 
local institutions. The children all gained their first-choice school and fifteen scholarships were achieved in the  
process. This was a record year and a continuation of scholarship achievement going back to 1896. Every child who 
has ever achieved this accolade is now named on honours boards in the Drawing Room that have been installed in 
recent weeks. During the year we re-surfaced the tennis courts, converted the Old Gym into the Ives Studio and 
Rev. Philips Music Centre, redecorated much of the main house and completely overhauled the Pre-Prep play-
ground. The combination of great teaching, an idyllic environment, prudent investment and positive word of mouth 
means that OBH is thriving. Reception numbers for September 2020 are already at record levels and pupil numbers 
are healthy across the school.  
 
I truly hope that reading this edition brings back some good memories; however, it is only intended as the start. 
Please do keep in touch and do contact Jo. We would like to write about the lives of boys and more recently girls 
who have gone through the school and enjoyed exhilarating careers. This applies to those just starting on their adult 
journey or those who perhaps have a few more miles under the belt. We would be delighted to hear about any 
achievements, charity events, notoriety or interesting stories that the Buckaneers would care to share.  
 
Ultimately, OBH remains your school and this publication is for you. Please enjoy it, share 
it, talk about the school positively and engage with us. If you can, do come to one, some, 
or all of our events. We will always be pleased to see you and you will always be welcomed 
back warmly. 
 
With best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

mailto:registrar@obh.co.uk
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The Buckaneer 
Word from the Chair of Governors  

Andrew McGregor 

I am delighted to welcome you to the first edition of 
The Buckaneer. This wonderful new publication seeks 
not only to bring you news about recent develop-
ments at Brettenham Park but also to link together 
our many former pupils, parents and staff members. 
 
Old Buckenham Hall School proudly continues to 
provide a unique, caring and stimulating educational 

environment for its children. These pages celebrate their many achieve-
ments. Whilst we value and honour our rich heritage, the Board of  
Governors and I remain committed to the important tasks of safe- 
guarding the School against present challenges as well as enhancing the 
breadth and depth of its educational provision for future generations. 
 
A dynamic sense of community lies at the heart of our School alongside 
the beauty of its rural location and historic buildings. This publication 
aims to build upon this strength. Therefore, I encourage you to respond 
to the request for contributions to later editions. Make sure your contact 
details have been added to the School’s database and check that  
contemporaries, with whom you are still in touch, know about The 
Buckaneer. 
 
I am enormously grateful to the Officers of The Old Buckenham Hall  
Society for promoting this excellent Newsletter, whose title recalls a  
journal produced by the boys during the 1960s and 1970s.  I also thank Jo 
Riddleston for her tireless work in bringing this publication to print and 
look forward to meeting you at one of the Society’s forthcoming social 
events. 

 

 

 
 

 

Contact Details Please!! 
As you all know , so that we can keep in touch with everyone it is so im-
portant to have all your contact details!  Many have kindly sent through 
email and other contact details.  Please do email Jo Riddleston with any 
new contact details and ideally your current email address!  We want to 
keep in touch! 

OBH Society Day 
Saturday 20th June  5.00 pm 
The Pavilion 
Be there! 
This special day is being held on the cusp 
of Midsummer’s Day… the longest day .. 
and we hope blessed with sunshine and a 
beautiful summer’s evening to mix and 
chat with friends over tea and a BBQ 
whilst mixed teams battle it out on the 
Cricket square with a 20:20 match! 
 

If you would like to play for the OBH  
Society Team we are looking for players 
to make up either one or two teams.  
Enormous amounts of enthusiasm are 
pre-requisite and all abilities welcome! 
 

And… if you would just like to come 
along to enjoy the ambience of the OBH 
grounds and meeting up with old friends 
and acquaintances  together with part-
ners  then do come and join us. 
 

Michaelmas Lunch 
Saturday 7th November 
12.00 noon 
David Griffiths will be hosting our now 
annual Michaelmas lunch  at OBH which 
going by last year’s event is a great way 
to meet up with old and new  
Buckaneers!  Partners welcome for 
scrummy lunch and wander around the 
school . 
 

Please email Jo Riddleston for further 
details for both events. 

Diary Dates 
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mailto:registrar@obh.co.uk


 

 Old Buckenham Hall 
 Brettenham, Suffolk, IP7 7PH  |  t: 01449 740252  |  e: obhsociety@obh.co.uk 

www.obh.co.uk 

The Buckaneer 
OBH Society  Day 
 

Alumni News 
We are always interested to learn of any news of former pupils or 
indeed of their memories of their time spent at Old Buckenham Hall.     
 
We have learnt that Emily Westwood (left July 2005) has recently  
become engaged ……   
 
The school was very proud that Sir 
Charles Bowman (1970-1975) was 
elected Lord Mayor of the City of  
London 2017/2018 and the children 
had such fun participating in the Lord 
Mayor’s Show in November 2017. 
 

 

Nigel Burgess (1965-1969) has not only 
moved to Pembrokeshire from Lavenham but  
when his daughter Lottie married last   
summer  brother James (1966-1970), Peter 
Benson (1965-1969; over from Australia) and 
Derrick Wells (1965-1969) joined the  
wedding party.  It seems that Peter and Nigel 

also had fun on Nigel’s ex Thames Police launch!   
 
 

On a more sad note, we were sorry to learn from the parents of  
Edward Mathews (left 1999) who died last June 2019:  Edward was 
very happy during his time OBH and involved himself in as much as he 
could, especially once he became a boarder.  He was proud to have 
been part of the school, following his uncle and grandfather, and took 
happy memories with him to Christ’s Hospital.   
 
 

We also learnt from Helen Johnston the daughter of Richard Johnston 
(left 1951), who died over Christmas 2018 and she has kindly written a 
few words for The Buckaneer with a fuller version which will appear in 
next edition of the school magazine: 
 
 

Richard Bernard Johnston (1938 – 2018), OBH pupil, local farmer and 
businessman, has died at the age of 80. Richard was born on  
27th November 1938 in Walsham-Le-Willows, Suffolk and attended OB 
with his brother William (Bill) from 1946-1950.  He recalled memories 
of his time of cleaning the grand chimney in the Hall together with 
branches from bushes in the grounds with some of the boys standing 
outside on lookout for the branches to appear out of the top of the 
chimney  to prove that they had cleaned all the way up! Another  
anecdote was being summoned to ‘Beakie’ the headmaster’s study to 
be punished for various misdemeanors and being asked: “Would you 
like the black slipper or the brown?”! 
 

Richard remained in East Anglia, establishing his grain trading & stor-
age business in Snetterton, Norfolk and living in Garboldisham. Richard 
is survived by his wife Wendy, three daughters and nine grandchildren. 

 
When Headmaster, John Brett, arrived in 
2010, he was very disappointed to learn 
that OBH had no Scholars Boards on  
display and set about putting this wrong to 
rights.  Scholars who were awarded  
Scholarships and Exhibitions from Summer 
2011 onwards are now proudly displayed in 
the Inner Hall.  However, when Headmas-
ter, David Griffiths took over the reins of 
leadership in 2018, again the cry of no 
Scholars’ Boards was heard but this time 
for scholarships awarded before 2010. 
 
Today, we are delighted with the new  
initiative of the installation of Perspex  
Scholars Boards displayed in the Drawing 
Room going back as far as 1896 together 
with a sister board detailing the Heads of 
Old Buckenham Hall.   

Scholars’ Boards 
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The Buckaneer 
OBH Society lunch 
 

Saturday 7th December 2019 
David and Becky Griffiths warmly welcomed twenty-one alumni, who had 
travelled far and wide,  to attend a magnificent lunch held in the Drawing 
Room on a cold winter’s day: with some accompanied by wives, partners: 
and in Peter Tooke’s case his daughter: 
 
Former Matron, Margaret Bowers 1986 – 1998  
Sir Charles Bowman    1970 – 1975 
Charlotte Bowman            2009 – 2014 
David Brain                           1990 – 1994 
Rupert Brown                      1982 – 1986         
James Bucher                      1984 – 1988         
Peter Dickens                      1954 – 1958         
David Ellis                              1952 – 1957 
David Hill    1958 - 1964 
Ben Goodfellow                   1955 – 1961 
Alfie Griffiths                       2010 – 2013 
Mike Leyton                         1958 – 1962 
George Miller                      2009 – 2012         
Will Moore                           1977 – 1981         
James Suckling                    1967 – 1972 
Andrew Swiney                  1995 – 1999 
Peter Tooke                         1956 – 1960         
Henry Townsend                2009 – 2014 
Former Teacher, David Williams      1981—1991    
Clive Williamson                 1978 – 1982     
 
In addition to the former pupils and staff, Andrew McGregor, our recently 
appointed Chairman of Governors, was able to join the party  and gave a 
small speech.  Current member of staff, Chris Bunting (Director of  
Studies, IT and Science) was also able to attend and enjoyed catching up 
with some of his former pupils!  One former pupil stood out amongst the 
crowd;  David Ellis‘ time at OBH was not only spent at Brettenham Park 
but also at Old Buckenham and then Merton Hall—possibly one of very 
few to have had the privilege. 

Tim Browning (1982-1987) 

Each term, we are delighted to welcome 
parents and former pupils who give of 
their time to come and talk to the  
children about their chosen career, how 
they came to choose that career and any 
advice to choose a career that is right for 
each individual.  In May 2019, OBH  
alumni Tim Browning gave an inspiration-
al ‘World of Work Talk’ to our pupils  
during our Arts Festival.  He spoke  
charismatically about his ventures, from 
working on set design, to creating  
important concepts for films such as The 
Matrix, Star Wars and Skyfall. His up-
coming projects include the new Bond 
film, Doctor Doolittle and Catch 22. He 
has also branched out into producing 
drone films: from Outer Mongolia to the 
empty and eerie town Pripyat, near  
Chernobyl. His talk was certainly  
inspirational and he had plenty of  
wonderful and mischievous stories from 
his time at OBH. He enjoyed touring the 
school with his old friend Mr Baptiste and 
even found his brick that he carved his 
initials into for the Music Block! With so 
many wonderful stories and exciting  
images, Tim was both entertaining and 
fascinating – we think he should write a 
book about his adventures! 
 

If you would like to come and talk to the 
children about your career please do get 
in touch. 

www.obh.co.uk 

World of Work 
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The Buckaneer 
URGENT:  Ambassadors Wanted! 
As both David and Andrew have mentioned, the OBH Society and the 
Buckaneer are yours as former pupils  to act as a platform whereby  
alumni can keep in touch with both friends and school and recant those 
memories of old.   
 

We are now looking for ambassadors for year groups who can act as a 
lynch pin  between peer groups and school so that we can organise 
events around those particular year groups.   Please do get in touch with 
Jo Riddleston to get the ball rolling!  Networking is the name of the game 
and it is not only the association with the school but making useful  con-
tacts.   
 

OBH Society Events/Private Events at OBH 
If you have any ideas for events for the Society again please do be in  
contact whether it be meeting up with old friends, offering to give a 
World of Work talk to the children, acting as mentors to our Year 8  
children…... 
 

During holiday periods the school is open for alumni to host private 
events including weddings and parties, cricket matches, golf using the 
refurbished course, hockey on the astro……   just email Jo to find out 
more! 
 

History of Old Buckenham Hall 
Donald Sewell left a tremendous legacy to the school 
when he wrote A History of Old Buckenham Hall  
“Five Heads in 130 Years” which was completed  in 
1991.  Since that time the school has seen a further  
five Headmasters taking over the helm.  One of David 
Griffiths’ passions is History and he has set himself 
the task of adding to Donald Sewell’s publication by 
researching news and stories from previous Heads 
and former former pupils … we look forward to  the 
revised edition!  If you have any treasured stories or 
memories of your time at OBH please do email Jo Riddleston  with your  
contribution …. It is so important to document the history of this very 
special school. 
 

For Sale 
OBH Water Bottles 
We are all very aware of the war on plastic  and OBH is 
committed to reducing the use of single use plastic to zero.  
We have a number of stainless steel multi-use water 
bottles available  that are engraved with the school crest at 
a cost of £12.00 including p&p.  If you would like to  
purchase one of these bottles please email Jo Riddleston. 

 

OBH School Ties 
We also have a number of OBH ties available at 
£16.00 including p&p—again just email Jo Riddleston 
if you would like one. 

OBH Society Chairman  
Clive Williamson 

clive@maynardhouse.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OBH Society Secretary 
Will Moore 

william.g.a.moore@me.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Development Officer 
Jo Riddleston 

jo.riddleston@obh.co.uk 
Or 

Obhsociety@obh.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

And…. Finally 
Who to Contact 
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